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BIG IDEA

We have to learn to find contentment and joy in Christ, rather than in our finances.

LEAN IN

As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion.

What is one thing you saw and thought, “I  want that!”?really

Why are we not content with just the basic necessities? How does our culture fuel discontentment?

Our materialistic culture leads us to believe we need all the things we want. Advertisers push us to buy with the promise
that an item will make us happy and bring satisfaction. We buy into this philosophy of greed and discontent, always
wanting more and never being satisfied. Contentment happens by moving the focus of contentment from stuff to God.

 

LOOK DOWN

Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic.

ASK A VOLUNTEER TO READ ECCLESIASTES 5:10-14.

The word “vanity” (“futility”) in verse 10 is a key word in the Book of Ecclesiastes. Some form of this word occurs more
than 30 times in the book. The term in this context underscores the futility or emptiness of pursuing meaning in life
through accumulation of money or the stuff money buys.

 

Upon further reflection, what word, phrase, or idea stands out to you? Explain why?

How do we differentiate between the love of money and our need for money to live?

Money itself is not evil, we need it to live. It is the love of money that Solomon warns against. When money takes
precedent over God and our relationships with others, it has become an idol in our hearts.

 

Solomon identifies a number of problems related to wealth. How have you experienced the emptiness of
acquiring wealth, possessions, and abundance? How can we learn to be satisfied with what we have? 

1 of 3



ASK A VOLUNTEER TP READ JOHN 4:31-34

In what ways have you experienced lasting satisfaction through your surrender and obedience to Jesus?

Why is it that sometimes we do not feel much satisfaction in our obedience and service?

LIVE OUT

Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives.

How is the Holy Spirit prompting you to respond? What will you do this week to re-align your life to God's
voice?

     What false idol are you tempted to look to for satisfaction in place of God? How do we confront these
idols?

     What shift in your thinking or behavior is the Holy Spirit prompting you to make?

     Is there anything God wants you to give up as an expression of your trust in Him to satisfy?

GROUP PRAYER

Take time to pray together. Share answers to prayer and new concerns. Pray for God's empowerment
to respond to His leading in your life.

 

FURTHER STUDY

ECCLESIASTES 5:10-14

5:10. The one who “loves money” is a greedy person who makes the acquisition of wealth the goal of life. The two
occurrences of the word loves in this verse render a Hebrew verb form that specifically emphasizes ongoing, unbroken,
continuous action. Therefore, what Solomon had in view were people who made it their lives’ ambitions to pursue
constantly the accumulation of money and stuff. The result would have been the subordination of all other concerns,
including the most important matters of family and God. We note a similar emphasis in Jesus’ teaching (see Matt. 6:24).
Jesus clearly stated people cannot serve God and money, or the stuff money buys.

The love of money and wealth is “vanity.” The term “vanity” (futility) can refer to breath, emptiness, transitoriness, or
meaninglessness. The term is often used in the Book of Ecclesiastes to underscore the view that life lived apart from
God is meaningless. Without God, life is empty, holds no real meaning, and provides no lasting significance. Only God
can add real meaning to life. Money and possessions can never satisfy the hunger of self-indulgence. God did not create
us to be satisfied with the worship of things. We can find satisfaction only through a personal relationship with Him
through Jesus Christ. In contrast, those who trust in the Lord can be content whether they have much or little (see Phil.
4:11-12).

5:11. Solomon pointed out some other problems with money and stuff beyond their inability to satisfy us. Amassed
wealth attracts outsiders who want to consume it. The idea seems to be that one person’s wealth triggers another
person’s greed, resulting in a lust to sponge off of, or to steal, swindle, or defraud the wealthy of their money and stuff.
The younger son in the parable of the Prodigal Son had many “friends” when he had wealth. However, none of these
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companions helped him when his money ran out (see Luke 15:16). The best the wealthy people could do would be to
keep their stuff hidden away and privately gaze at their things with their eyes. Ironically, the accumulation of wealth
was thought to bring increased public honor; instead, the wealthy often had to content themselves with private gazes.

5:12. Another problem Solomon pointed out involved the anxiety that wealthy people experience. The reference to “the
sleep of a laborer” is meant to focus our attention on those who had no amassed wealth, but rather survived by going to
work everyday. The idea of the worker’s sleep being “sweet” meant he had no problem falling asleep and staying asleep,
even if he did not have sufficient money to buy enough food. In sharp contrast, the wealthy person who could live and
eat like a king, often had real difficulty falling asleep. The rich went day-to-day tired and lethargic because their
abundance permitted no sleep. The anxiety over potentially losing acquired money or stuff negated any advantage of
having the stuff in the first place.

5:13. A third problem Solomon pointed out was the wrong approach people were taking to money and stuff. Instead of
thinking of money and possessions as a blessing from God to be used for the helping of those who needed it, the
wealthy man was hoarding and guarding stuff to his hurt. The term “hurt” refers to calamity, distress, misery, or injury.
His love for riches deprived him of the ability to keep money and stuff in their proper perspective. Things, no matter
how much we have, should never displace God and family in our lives. No wonder Solomon referred to this tendency as
a “grievous evil.”

5:14. A final problem Solomon observed was that wealth amassed could also be wealth lost. The word “lost” renders a
graphic verb in Hebrew meaning “to die” or “to perish.” The wealthy estates of the rich could perish just like a person.
The bad venture could have been a poor investment choice or an investment lost due to the fraud or deceit of others.
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