
COMMUNITY GROUP

 
GRACE ANN ARBOR | CANTON
DON'T WASTE YOUR LIFE
SEASONS OF LIFE
ECCLESIASTES 3
05/21/2017

BIG IDEA

God is constantly at work in our lives for His glory and our good in every season of our lives.

LEAN IN

As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion.

What is your favorite season of the year? Why?

While we might wish that summer or spring might last forever, the four seasons are necessary. What can we
learn about our lives by considering the seasons of the year? Why might various seasons of life be necessary
for us to experience?

Solomon, in Ecclesiastes 3, meditates on the complex nature of life in a fallen world and concludes, “For everything
there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven” (v. 1). This tells us that while we may struggle to make
sense of the season of life we are in, our current circumstances are not a surprise to God. In today’s study we will
discover how we can trust that God has a purpose for the season of life we find ourselves in.

 

LOOK DOWN

Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic.

 

Why might it be important for us to stop and consider the season of life we are currently in?

What was the most difficult season of life you have gone through? What made it so difficult? Looking back,
what did you learn from that experience?

ASK VOLUNTEERS TO READ ECCLESIASTES 3:1-11.

Solomon begins this section of section of Ecclesiastes by reminding us that there is “a time to be born and a
time to die” (v. 2). Why is it important for us to stop and consider the season we are currently in?
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By beginning this section of Ecclesiastes with a reminder that there is “a time to die,” Solomon reminds us that we are
mortal and our time here on earth is limited. Before sin entered the world, there was no death. Thus Solomon reminds
us that we are broken people living in a broken world. The Apostle Paul understood this as well and challenged the
church at Ephesus to “look carefully then how you walk, not as unwise but as wise, making the best use of the time,
because the days are evil” (Eph. 5:15-16).

 

Some seasons of life are really painful, but pain is also a great teacher. What has God taught you through
some of the more difficult times in your life?

Life is composed of joy and sorrow, building and destroying, and living and dying. Each comes at the proper time. This
reminds us that we are creatures of time and not yet able to partake of the joys of eternity. No one can be happy who
has not come to grips with the reality that life is full of changes and sorrows as well as continuity and joy. We must
accept that we are mortal and governed by time. Realizing our human limitations reminds us that we are dependent
upon God for everything. As Christians, recognizing our limitations should not cause us to despair but to run to Christ.

 

 

Trials and difficulties can be a blessing because they often force us to cut ties with the things of the world and run to
Christ. When we face trying times, God challenges us to consider where we have been turning for hope and joy. In these
moments, believers will turn to Christ to strengthen their faith and deepen the joy they have in Him. Peter says that
trials show the proven character of your faith. He compares trials to purifying gold in a furnace. To make higher quality
gold, a craftsman would heat the gold in a furnace so that the impurities would rise to the surface and the craftsman
could remove them to make the gold more precious and valuable. In other words, God allows us to go through trials in
order to draw us closer to Himself and so that Christ would become increasingly more valuable to us.

Solomon states, "He has made everything beautiful in its time. Also, he has put eternity into man's heart, yet
  (3:11) What hope andso that he cannot  find out what God has done from the beginning to the end"

encouragement can be found from this promise?

LIVE OUT

Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives.

How is the Holy Spirit prompting you to respond? What will you do this week to re-align your life to God’s
voice?

What difficult situations and circumstances are you or your family currently facing? How might God be using
that situation to strengthen your faith and deepen your relationship with Him?

Who do you know that needs to be reminded that God is in control and has a purpose for their lives? How
might you encourage them to trust Christ in the midst of their difficulties this week?

GROUP PRAYER

Take time to pray together. Share answers to prayer and new concerns. Pray for God's empowerment
to respond to His leading in your life.

 

FURTHER STUDY
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ECCLESIASTES 3:1-11

Ecclesiastes is not concerned about questions of “cyclic” versus “linear” time. These verses concern not divine
providence or abstract notions of time but human mortality. Life is composed of joy and sorrow, building and destroying,
and living and dying. Each comes at the proper time. This reminds us that we are creatures of time and not yet able to
partake of the joys of eternity. No one can be happy who has not come to grips with the reality that life is full of
changes and sorrows as well as continuity and joy. We must accept that we are mortal and governed by time.

3:1. The poem concerns life “under heaven.” It is not so much a theological statement as an observation on human life in
the human world.

3:2. Instead of a time to “be born” the Hebrew term should be rendered “give birth.” Giving birth and planting are both
ways of giving life.

3:3. Destruction and killing are part of life and cannot be avoided, although healing and building are certainly
preferable. Ecclesiastes is not concerned here with ethical questions of what constitutes a just war or the like. The
Teacher is merely asserting that in a world where death is a central fact of life, there will also be a time to kill.

3:4. There is a progression of intensity from the first line to the second. Both sorrow and joy are part of life; without one
the other is unrecognizable.

3:5. The meaning of the first line of this verse is uncertain, but the Midrash Rabbah (An ancient Jewish commentary on
the Old Testament) took it to refer to sexual union. This is possible in light of the second line. Other possibilities include
casting stones to make a field unworkable (as in warfare), or clearing a field of stones to prepare the soil, or the use of
stones as counters to record the number of sheep in a flock. If a sexual meaning is present, the verse would be saying
that this too is fleeting.

3:6. Nothing in this world is ours forever.

3:7. This may allude to mourning and funerals. Mourners tore their clothes, and their comforters kept silent during times
of grief, but people were free to repair clothes and freely converse at other times.

3:8. Perfect peace does not exist on earth. The verse is arranged chiastically: love: hate: war: peace. “Love” and “hate”
represent personal feelings, while “war” and “peace” represent sociopolitical conditions.

3:9. Human mortality extends beyond the fact of physical death; it is the nullification of all that people do as well (cf.
Gen 3:17–19).

3:10. This verse should be rendered, “I have seen all the business God has given to people to afflict them.” Work is not
simply a part of nature but is an affliction from God (Gen 3:17–19).

3:11. “Beautiful” here means “appropriate.” If we can accept life as it is, even the hard parts will be bearable. Yet there is
a catch. We feel like aliens in the world of time and yearn to be part of eternity. We feel the need for ourselves and our
work to be eternal and yet are grieved to be trapped in time. We also desire to understand our place in the universe
against the backdrop of eternity. But we cannot find out what God has done from beginning to end. That is, we are not
able to discern any plan or pattern to all of this. God’s purposes are outside our realm of control or investigation. We
thus have a sense of alienation and bewilderment in time.
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