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BIG IDEA

True friendship means following the example of Jesus and truly giving your whole self to the
relationship.

LEAN IN

As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion.

Think of a meaningful friendship in your life. What makes this relationship so valuable to you?

What quality do you feel is most important in a friend and why?

Twenty-five percent of Americans admit they don’t have a single close and trusted friend. That’s not what life was
designed to be, and it’s definitely not how our relational God created us. As we examine the friends circle, the life of
King David gives us examples of both the risks and rewards of close friendships.

 

LOOK DOWN

Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic.

ASK A VOLUNTEER TO READ 1 SAMUEL 18:1-5.

How would you describe the relationship between David and Jonathan? What does it mean to "make a
covenant" (18:3) with each other?

A covenant is a formal agreement and commitment made between two people; in the Hebrew culture it had great
significance. Although the details of the covenant are not known, it signifies that David and Jonathan were deeply
committed to their friendship and to supporting one another. 

 

How would you describe the relationship between David and Saul? How should Saul have felt about David’s
success?

It seems David and Saul had a good working relationship. David was a good commander and fighter, as well as best
friends with Saul’s son, Jonathan. But soon his attitude toward David soured.
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ASK A VOLUNTEER TO READ 1 SAMUEL 18:6-9.

When David and Saul returned home from the war with the Philistine, David was given greater public
recognition than Saul for the victory. Put yourself in Saul’s place. How would you have felt during this
celebration?

     Have you ever been in a similar situation? How did you handle those feelings of jealousy?

     What is at the root of your own jealousy? How do you prevent it from becoming destructive?

Upon returning home from battle, the women offered their customary songs praising the men for their battles. Saul was
praised for killing his thousands and David was praised for killing his ten thousands. Saul was jealous of David’s praise,
and it drove him mad. His jealousy caused Saul to ignore the blessing that David was to his kingdom and focus on his
level of popularity.

 

ASK VOLUNTEERS TO READ 1 SAMUEL 19:1-10 AND 20:1-4.

What can we learn about true friendship from Jonathan in the way he acted toward his friend David and his
father Saul?

What kinds of sacrifices did Jonathan make for the sake of his friendship?

Saul’s jealousy drove him mad to the point that he wanted to kill David and told Jonathan to do so. But Jonathan spoke
well of David and suggested that Saul should spare him for three reasons. First, David was innocent of any sin against
Saul. Second, the Lord had used David to bring a great victory for all Israel. Third, killing David for no reason would
make Saul guilty of shedding innocent blood.

David sought out Jonathan’s help in learning the king’s intentions. Jonathan was surprised by David’s accusations
because his father had made a determined effort to hide his plans from him (20:3). David’s use of covenant terminology
(20:8) showed he and Jonathan understood their friendship was built on the foundation of their relationship with God.
Jonathan swore he would act honestly and deal graciously with David.

Jonathan accepted responsibility for devising the plan for David’s escape. He swore an oath before God, not only to help
David but to do everything within his power to insure his friend was not harmed. Even the son of the king of Israel was
subservient to the Lord. Jonathan’s actions therefore were predicated on his submission to God. God’s claim on his life
was greater than even that of his father.

Jonathan called on God to insure David’s safety. If the king intended to harm David, Jonathan promised to tell David. If
he did not tell, he prayed God would punish Jonathan! No one may be plotting to murder your friends. Nevertheless,
friends may be subject to gossip or office intrigue. To what extent would you go in defending them?

 

LIVE OUT

Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives.

How is the Holy Spirit prompting you to respond? What will you do this week to re-align your life to His
voice?

     How do you typically respond when a friendship becomes difficult? What can you do to be a true friend?
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     Are there friends you've neglected or hurt through inaction or lack of support? What steps could you take
to make it right?

Challenge: Think about the kinds of friendships you want to invest in. Choose a friend that you want to be
more intentional with and schedule a time this week to connect. Think about how you could support her or
him in a God-honoring way.

GROUP PRAYER

Take time to pray together. Share answers to prayer and new concerns. Pray for God's empowerment
to respond to His leading in your life.

 

FURTHER STUDY

1 SAMUEL 18:1-9

18:1-5. Immediately after David’s conversation with the king, his relationship with the royal family changed forever. This
was understandable because David and Jonathan had much in common; they were both courageous and capable young
warriors who possessed profound faith in the Lord. Both had initiated faith-motivated attacks against militarily superior
Philistines that had resulted in great victories for Israel.

Jonathan, like his father Saul (16:21), loved David. That love inspired him to make a covenant with David, one that was
expressed with extravagant gifts to the new celebrity. In a single day David had acquired the finest sword in the
Philistine army as well as one of the finest swords in Israel’s armory; he had been permitted to wear the king’s clothing
in the time of conflict and was given princely clothing in times of peace. The fact that Jonathan gave David the garb and
armaments originally reserved for the heir to Saul’s throne clearly possesses symbolic and thematic significance. Not
only did David’s relationship with Jonathan evolve that day, but so did his relationship with the king. He became a
member of the royal household and as such did not prove disappointing.

The term translated “caused to prosper” is theologically significant; according to the Torah (Deut. 29:8), those who
would keep the words of the Sinai covenant would “prosper in everything” they did. The author’s employment of
language that brings this Torah promise to mind is not accidental. The comment in verse 5 underscores the claim made
elsewhere (16:13) that David was a man under the control and direction of the Lord’s Spirit—the same Spirit who had
brought into being the Sinai covenant and rewarded its adherents with prosperity. David was rewarded with a position
of great responsibility: a high rank in the army. Saul’s action was met by the approval of “all the people and Saul’s
officers as well.”

18:6-9. David’s—and thus Saul’s—phenomenal success was celebrated by all. After the Philistine campaign was
concluded and the army was returning, grateful mothers, wives, and daughters met them with expressions of
appreciation. The triumphant soldiers were treated to the sights and sounds of women singing and dancing. In
accordance with an ancient Israelite custom (see Exod. 15:21; Judges 5:1-31), the women composed songs with lyrics
that memorialized the men’s military successes. The poetry possesses characteristics typical of ancient Near Eastern
poetry: parallelism and the use of a fixed word pair, thousand and ten thousand. Saul’s reaction to this couplet was
predictable and intense. Even more than angry, it was evil in his eyes (“galled him”) because he connected the mention
of David with Samuel’s prophecy of a previously anonymous neighbor of Saul to whom the Lord had given the kingdom
of Israel (see 15:28). As a result, Saul watched David with jealousy.

1 SAMUEL 20

20:1 David came to Jonathan, probably at a secret meeting place because Saul’s men would have been watching for
David around Gibeah.

20:2 Jonathan reassured David that as eldest son and army commander he knew everything, great or small, that his
father planned. He did not believe Saul would hide this matter or any other matter from him.
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20:3 David, however, had keener insight into the situation. Saul knew about Jonathan’s and David’s covenant and
friendship. David suspected the king did not want Jonathan to be grieved by the struggle between him and David,
though in the end Jonathan would be (20:34). Yet, David knew he was potentially close to death if Saul could capture
him.
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