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BIG IDEA

God has designed us to give and receive support to each other and to work in partnership with others to
accomplish his Kingdom purposes.

LEAN IN

As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion.

What are the strengths of working or playing on a team? What are the difficulties?

What great team experience have you had? What made it so special?

Recently, the World Olympics was in focus for much of the world. Through numerous sports, we get to see some of the very
best athletes compete against each other for medals, records, and recognition. The sports vary between individual and team
sports. In the individual sports, we marvel at the skill, strength, and discipline of the athlete. But there seems to be something
special when witnessing a team work together to excel in their sport. 

In the Christian life, we recognize the importance of individual faith, for we cannot be saved based on the faith of another,
whether family or friend. But the Christian life is not to be lived alone. Jesus has come to build His church (Matt. 16:18), the
gathering of believers into one family of God. And this universal church is comprised of smaller, local gatherings of believers.
Christians are part of the universal church but should commit themselves to a local church in order to run the race together.

LOOK DOWN

Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic.

ASK A VOLUNTEER TO READ ECCLESIASTES 4:9-12.

What are the benefits of a companion according to these verses?

Why do so many people resist asking for help when they really need it? 

How have you experienced the strength of companionship in your life when you really needed it? 

What does it ideally look like for you to give and receive support to each other as a community group?

1 of 3



Why do churches and Christian leaders often struggle to successfully work together? What gets in the way?

We are better together. The writer of Ecclesiastes communicated his experience and wisdom about the futility of life when
not in the proper perspective. In the context of Ecclesiastes 4, the writer said how a focus on riches can leave one alone and
empty, whereas companionship comes with great reward and benefits. When God’s people come together in love and unity,
the world eventually takes notice. Jesus said the world will know us as Jesus’ disciples by our love for one another (John
13:35). Together, we can encourage and build one another up in the faith. Together, we can support one another in the fight
to resist temptation and sin. Together, when one of us falls to sin, we can lovingly confront one another and “lift him up” to
walk in faithfulness once again. Together, we can spur one another on to love and good deeds in keeping with our mission to
make Jesus known in the world for the glory of God.

ASK A COUPLE OF VOLUNTEERS TO READ 1 CORINTHIANS 12:12-20, 21-26.

What one word or phrase most captures your attention from the text? Why? Share insights and reflections from
the text? 

Unpack together how God has designed his church, the body of Christ, to function.

Why should every Christian be encouraged by this passage? 

What keeps people from stepping out and serving according to their special God-given abilities?

We are created to do God’s work together. As the body of Christ, the church, with all of its various “parts,” shares in the
mission of Christ. Through the various gifts of the Spirit given to believers, the church is joined together to love, serve, and
encourage one another, suffering and rejoicing with one another when the occasion calls for it. And through this love
displayed for one another, we display before the world the love of Christ. Furthermore, we take the love we have been shown
in Christ and show it through our words and deeds to the world. We accomplish this best together, fulfilling the purpose for
which God has brought us together.

LIVE OUT

Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives.

How is the Holy Spirit inviting YOU to respond? What does it look like for YOU to align your life with His voice? 

How can you help each other discover and deploy your God-given abilities within your group? In the church? In
the world?     

How is God calling you to use your God-given abilities in this season of your life? 

How should our church be working interdependently with others? What will this require of us to be successful?  

PRAY

Take time to pray together. Share answers to prayer and new concerns. Pray for God's empowerment to
respond to His leading in your life.
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COMMENTARY

ECCLESIASTES 4:9-12

4:9-12 Friendship is the theme of this section. The advantages of friends are that they help one another get work done, that
one friend sustains another when disaster strikes, that they give comfort to one another against the bitterness of life, and that
they protect one another from enemies. Interestingly, friendship is one area of life that Ecclesiastes never calls “futile.”

4:11-12 These verses do not refer to lying together sexually. It is an image of travelers sleeping outdoors in the desert who
must huddle together to keep warm. The fact that verse 12 asserts that three are better than two makes it clear that these are
friends, not lovers.

1 CORINTHIANS 12:12-20, 21-26

12:12 Christ is compressed language for “the body of Christ,” the church (cp. vv. 27-28).

12:13 To illustrate that individual believers become identified as one body of Christ (i.e., as the unified church), Paul
borrowed imagery from the practice of dying various cloths by immersing them in the same dye vat. All believers are baptized
into one body and are made to drink of one Spirit.

12:14-20 Paul tackles the problem of self-deprecation for believers who view themselves as less useful to the corporate body.

12:15-16 Paul personified body parts as speakers to express the absurdity of envy and self-deprecation among members of
the physical human body. Some Corinthians apparently fell into grading the gifts, attaching importance to public, showy gifts
(such as the gift of utterance), and relative unimportance to less observable gifts.

12:17 A body reduced to just one member would be grotesque and useless.

12:18 The dispersion and diversification of gifts is no accident. God Himself has given them just as He wanted.

12:19-20 Many parts, yet one body encapsulates our identity as individuals enfolded into the corporate body of Christ.

12:21-22 Counter to Corinthian misperceptions, the weaker body parts are necessary.

12:23-26 We clothe unpresentable parts (private areas) of the human body, which we regard as less honorable, thus according
them greater honor. Similarly, God has arranged the body of Christ in such a way that the “less honorable” members are
accorded “greater honor.” Humility is a pinnacle value in the kingdom of God (Mt 18:3).

2 CORINTHIANS 8:1-7

8:1 The churches of Macedonia were congregations in Philippi, Thessalonica, and Berea (Ac 16-17).

8:2-3 These churches had been born in affliction (Ac 16-17). Moreover, they were limited in financial resources; yet these
factors had not impeded their giving.

8:4 The same word (ministry) previously used to describe Christian service (4:1; 5:18; 6:3) is now used to describe Christian
giving. Financial stewardship is ministry.

8:5 Here is the key to understanding giving as a ministry. When believers offer themselves wholly to the Lord, they have no
difficulty in offering their wallets to Him.

8:6 Paul’s collection for the Jerusalem Christians had been a long-term project. He had evidently put Titus in charge of at
least part of it. The Corinthians had “been prepared since last year” (9:2) to give, but had not completed the task. The recent
trouble in Corinth, causing Paul’s sorrowful visit and the severe letter, had surely been the major factor. Now that the
Corinthians were restored, it was time to finish the task, but it would only be done the right way if it was prompted by God’s
grace (v. 1).

8:7 The Corinthians were more affluent than the Macedonians; therefore they could give more generously, and this is what
Paul expected to happen ( excel also in this grace).
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