NOVEMBER 2019
THE CONNECTOR

Leadership Team:
Dr. Randal Whitten, Lead Pastor
Barry Bryant, Associate Pastor Music Ministries
Nelson Fleming, Music Associate
Carrie Harlin, Weekday Early Education Director

Mt. Harmony, God is at work in our very presence. I am very excited about the moving of the Spirit
at Mt. Harmony as you share with me what God is doing in your lives and what He is showing you
from His Word. God is indeed good!

As you know, I often talk about growth and what we need to be about in reaching Mableton for Jesus.
I was reminded of something I read a few years ago. I’ve shared this with you once before, but it’s very
timely for today as well. Please allow me to share with you again.

WHAT’S YOUR IQ?
Here is an IQ test to help you check your Invitation Quotient.
Have you spoken to anyone this week to let them know what Christ and His church mean to
you?
Do you often speak to someone who has been absent from the services to express your
concern for them?
Have you invited a newcomer to the community to come with you to Bible study and Worship
in the last four months?
Have you invited anyone who does not attend any Bible study or Worship service to come with
you?
Have you taken the time to greet the people who sit next to you in the pew before or after the
church services?
Do you pray that the Holy Spirit will burden you for lost people around you?

There are people around you who are waiting for someone to invite them to church. Increase your IQ
this week. INVITE someone to worship and study God’s word with you. (Author Unknown)

November will be an exciting time as we move into a season of Thanksgiving. Often Thanksgiving gets
overlooked. If you go into the stores today, you see Halloween decorations, some fall decorations and,
in many places, lots of Christmas decorations. But let’s slow the world down a bit. What does the
Word of God say about Thanksgiving?
“With praise and thanksgiving they sang to the LORD: ‘He is good his love to Israel endures
forever.’ And all the people gave a great shout of praise to the LORD, because the foundation
of the house of the LORD was laid.” (Ezra 3:11 NIV)
“I will praise God’s name in song and glorify him with thanksgiving.” (PS. 69:30 NIV)

“Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his courts with praise.” (PS. 100:4 NIV)
(CONTINUED ON FOLLOWING PAGE)
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“I always thank God for you because of his grace given you in Christ Jesus.” (1 Cor. 1:4 NIV)
“Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! Let your gentleness be evident to all.
The Lord is near. Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition,
with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all
understanding, will guard your hearts and you minds in Christ Jesus.”
(Phil. 4:4-7 NIV)

I think the Lord is pretty clear on this subject. We are to be “thankful” at all times! Life can be
tough and often difficult to deal with, we all know that. But we are to REJOICE, not in the
circumstance, but in the Lord, and we are to approach Him with hearts and attitudes of thanksgiving.
As a result of that approach, God promises His peace in all our situations. What an awesome God
we serve! So this year, what are you thankful for? That’s a great question!

I am thankful for a Savior who loves me in spite of me, for a wonderful church family, for two fine
sons and a wonderful daughter-in-law, for two absolutely perfect and precious grandchildren, for a
loving wife, for my family, for colored leaves, for cooler temperatures, for blue skies… sunshine…
rain, for our church staff… Barry, Susan, Tonya, Alison, Nelson, Wayne, our Deacons, Church
Leadership our Life Group Leaders, FOR YOU, and the list could go on and on. This year let me
encourage you to find some time in the next few days just to reflect on the goodness and
greatness of our God. And thank Him! It’ll change your life!

Let me also encourage you to attend Worship and Bible study every time you are in town. By the
way, did you know that when you are absent, you are missed! I mean dearly missed! We are the
Body of Christ, the Family of God. When you’re not here, we’re just not complete. Also, remember
to be faithful to the Lord in your giving of tithes and offerings. We must always have the heart and
mindset… “We can’t out give God.”

It’s pure joy to be your pastor. I look forward to seeing you each Sunday with a smile on your face
and your Bible in hand. Always remember, we do these things…

You are loved and appreciated,
Pastor Randal

FALL WOMEN’S DINNER

We Have to Adjust Our Sails to the Change of Seasons (by Noelle Porter, LPC, NCC, MS)
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Have you ever noticed when the season 1st begins, everything is new and exciting but then towards the end you can
sense everyone is ready for change?
Sometimes we can feel this in our spiritual life too. Thinking of changing seasons makes me thing of spiritual seasons of
which we experience in our walk with Jesus.
Sometimes we forget to realize if we follow Him, He will lead us forward, always on the move, always changing.
I don’t know about you, but when it comes to change, I’m not always the best at it. I like to find my spiritual niche and
get nice and cozy, (pj’s on, blanket kind of cozy)
I realize though after a certain amount of time my niches become RUTs, and I become stagnant, spiritually dry.
When the coolness of Fall permeates the atmosphere, no matter how hard I try, I can’t make it summer again.
When Spring comes in all its glory and newness of life, I have no power to retain cold temperatures.
Its then that we must realize we have to adjust our sails to the change of seasons.
God gives us these Gentle urges. Just as he allows the temperatures to change to indicate we are moving forward from
1 season to the next, He lets us know when the well has run dry and it is time to move on.
Just as he allows the leaves to change colors in the fall, He leaves little hints that spiritual change is in the air of our
lives. He wants us to stop and consider that there is something he wants us to see.
So he leads us to that place where we can be most effective in our Labors for Him, even when that place is different
and scary.
Aren’t you glad God is in control? Because if it were left up to me, I would choose comfort over change, and that is not
always the healthiest choice.
God has scheduled seasons for each of our lives and when he says the well has run dry, it is up to you and me to let go
of yesterdays season and say YES LORD to this new season.
Let us walk forward in his amazing Grace, let us be content. And Let us look forward to cold nights, hot cocoa, and
snuggling up those we love!
Ecclesiastes 3:11 says, “he hath made everything beautiful in his time…”

It’s about that time again for our Fall Festival this Sunday, November 3, after church. Lunch
tickets are $5 for adults & $3 for children age 6 and up. This is a great invite event so be
sure to invite your neighbors and friends! We’ll have games, a maze, inflatables, a petting
zoo, face painting, music, and more! Thank you to everyone who signed up to help with this
event!

Fellowship Hall // Preschool thru 5th Grade
Free breakfast, crafts, fun stations for kids, and pictures with Santa!
Please sign up at the registration desk

PARENTS:
Our Children’s Choir will be singing on Sunday, November 10, during our morning worship
service. The service begins at 10:30 a.m. We need to meet in the Kids XP room at
10:10 a.m. to rehearse. We will also be singing in December around Christmas!
More details to follow! Thank you for your help!

On Sunday, 12/15/19, during our 10:30 am worship service, the Worship Choir and
Instrumental Ensemble will present our Christmas music program entitled, “His Name Is
Jesus”. This is a musical that explores some of the names of our Lord before His coming and
since. It speaks to the holiness of His name. God exalted him and gave Him the name that is
above every other name! JESUS! In Hebrew, Jesus means, “God Saves”. While a common
name in ancient Judea, this name, this ordinary name would be a foreshadowing of who
this child would become to us.-our salvation! This will be a wonderful time of worship
through music! Make plans to join us, and invite a friend!

November 03
November 04
November 04
November 10
November 13
November 17
November 20

Fall Festival // 11:30a // Pavilion-Field
Finance Team Mtg // 6p // Church Conference Room
Deacon’s Mtg // 7p // Room WC101
Vision Team Mtg // 11:45a // Lower Level Fellowship Hall
Church Conference-Budget Q&A// 6p // Music Suite
Business Meeting-Vote on 2020 Budget // After Service
Fun Bunch Luncheon // 12p // Fellowship Hall

December 07
December 07
December 08
December 13
December 15
December 15
December 22

Breakfast with Santa // 10:00a-11:30a // Fellowship Hall
Christmas at the Keyboards // 6p // Worship Center
Christmas at the Keyboards // 3p // Worship Center
Fun Bunch Christmas Luncheon // 12p // Fellowship Hall
Life Groups Christmas Breakfast // 9:15a // Individual Classrooms
Christmas Musical // 10:30a // Worship Center
Christmas Candlelight Service // 5p // Worship Center

SUNDAY
Life Groups for All Ages // 9:15a // Various Room Locations
Celebration Worship // 10:30a // Worship Center
Grief Share // 1:30-3:30p // Church Conference Room
TUESDAY
Men’s Prayer Meeting // 7:00a // Chapel Building
WEDNESDAY—MIDDLE GROUND MINISTRIES
TeamKID (Preschool) // 6p // E-107
Kids Music Camp // 6p // E-203
Adult Bible Study // 6p // Fellowship Hall
Worship Choir // 6:45p // Music Suite

11/01

Larry Allen

11/15

Julie Daniel

11/01

Eleanor Glore

11/16

Nellie Medlin

11/04

Mark Toler

11/18

Barbara Anne Dunton

11/04

Virginia Blackwell

11/18

Roger Lanoue

11/06

Madeline Holter

11/21

Linda Lester

11/06

Marlene Aldridge

11/21

Randal Whitten

11/06

Christine Pinyan

11/21

Lisa Long

11/08

Susan Lewis

11/22

Buddy Oliver

11/08

Amelia Harris

11/23

Mary Sanford

11/09

Vivien Sanders

11/25

Lindy Smith

11/09

Roland Boisjolie

11/27

Al Dodge

11/09

Chase Porter

11/28

Joan Thornton

11/12

Brannon Boleman

11/28

Ilene Gray

11/12

Christopher Crewsonberry

11/29

Cathy Whitten

11/13

Rita Smith

THANK YOU FOR GIVING TO THE LORD:
Building Fund Year-to-date
Financial (General Budget) Needs Year-to-date
Financial (General Budget) Receipts Year-to-date

$ 51,431
$558,772
$504,832

BUILDING THE BODY OF CHRIST
October Life Groups
October Worship Gathering

132
157

Please keep the following families in your thoughts and prayers:
Ray Gray in the death of his brother-in-law, Walter Rabon.
The family of Robert Walker.

Bobby Thomas
Gladys Ivey
Virginia Peavy
Faye Thigpen
*For safety reasons, we are not publishing addresses.
You may contact the church office if you need an address.

