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Just a Thought
I’ve been doing a lot of thinking and praying recently about church growth and church health, asking speciﬁcally—what is the
diﬀerence between the two? Isn’t a growing church a healthy church? Isn’t a church that is not growing an unhealthy church?
Is there a diﬀerence between church health and church growth? What does a healthy church look like? What kind of words or
phrases does one hear at a healthy church? Here is what I have learned.
Way too o en, churches associate church growth with church health. However, ge ng bigger doesn’t necessarily imply more
disciples or Kingdom impact. Many churches become larger the wrong way by a rac ng non‐believers for a endance, and
“stealing sheep” from other churches that simply can’t compete with the facili es, ameni es and programs they oﬀer. Yet, we
are called to make disciples.
When I refer to church health, I am referring to New Testament Biblical health. In other words—are we opera ng as an
“ekklesia” or “assembly” of “called‐out‐ones” equipped to live out the Great Commission?
I ran across an ar cle by Jim Morgan that shared some “red ﬂag phrases and ques ons” o en heard in a healthy church. In
each of the numbers below, the ﬁrst statement or ques on is from a Biblically healthy church. The second statement or ques‐
on is from a church that is not so healthy, but has centralized its ministry philosophy and ac on.
1.

“It’s your responsibility to lead people to Christ.” VS. “Please hand out these invita on cards.”

2.

“Dig into Scripture and learn how to share and defend your faith.” VS. “Just tell your story because no one can
refute that.”

3.

“Surrendering to Christ is about life transforma on into His image.” VS. “Simply repeat a er me.”

4.

“Let’s see where the Holy Spirit leads our worship service today.” VS. “This is the way we’ve always done it.”

5.

“If you’re not making any disciples you’re not living out the Great Commission.” VS. “Support the mission team
we’re sending to our sister church in Hai next month.”

6.

“You should be the pastor of your neighborhood.” VS. “We’re a pastor led church.”

7.

“Your street, workplace and family are your personal mission ﬁelds.” VS. “Can you lead a small group for us this
fall?”

8.

“Changing lives of those less fortunate requires forming las ng rela onships.” VS. “We need a few more volun‐
teers for our holiday outreach event.”

9.

“We’re plan ng a new ministry to reach underprivileged youth in our community.” VS. “We can’t take on any
more local mission projects un l we ﬁnish the construc on of the new building.”

10. “We’re going to set aside the ﬁrst fruits of all giving to bless the ‘least of these’ in our city, following Jesus’ model
of leading with compassion.” VS. “Without your generous support, we can’t meet our church expenses this
year.”
11. “We’re launching a personalized discipleship track we expect all members to complete.” VS. ”We’re launching
our new Small Groups and hope many of you will join.”
12. “Small Groups should act as neighborhood Groups, responsible for praying, caring and sharing the Gospel with
those where your group meets.” VS. “ Our Small Groups are designed to build friendships and foster fellowship
among our congregants—they’re welcome to study whatever curriculum they like.”
13. “How can we more fully u lize our facili es throughout the week to meet the pressing needs all around us?” VS.
“We can’t host those foster care workshops because they conﬂict with our Wednesday night service.”
14. “I wonder how our church’s impact would increase if we raised up and planted ‘home churches’ in local apart‐
ment complexes.” VS. “How can we boost weekend a endance?”
15. “Every deacon, minister, and elder and their wives should be discipling a couple of people if we’re ever going to
transi on from addi on to mul plica on.” VS. “Deacons, ministers and elders are already overwhelmed as it is,
managing church aﬀairs and visita on.”
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16. “Let’s relieve those three members from some responsibili es here at the church and mentor them to help start their
prison ministry.” VS. “We can never ﬁnd enough volunteers to tackle all the roles we have to ﬁll each weekend.”
17. “Our worship services are designed to equip and refresh the saints for the work of ministry.” VS. “We give the invita‐
on every weekend because there are so many non‐believers among our congregants and our members aren’t very
good at sharing their faith.”
18. “Actually, the fact that he is a long‐ me member and inﬂuen al leader is exactly why we have to go to him directly
about this.” VS. “If you confront him about that, I don’t think we’ll be seeing him again and it could cause a split.”
19. “Our goal here is not loyalty to our church, but a life changing rela onship with the Lord.” VS. “Too many people are
slipping out the back door—how can we get more to engage at the church?”
20. “Our leaders alone can’t possibly reach this area for Christ—we need an army of servant evangelists.” VS. “Our city
con nues to move away from the Lord—there’s li le we can do but gather and pray that their hearts will change.”
What statements like the above are saying is that most churches live in a centralized mindset. It’s about us, our faith, our tradi‐
ons, our way of doing ministry, our (in house) community, our preferences, wants and desires. That’s not necessarily all bad—we
must stand ﬁrm on our faith, and yes there are relevant and meaningful tradi ons we prac ce. But when our way overrules or
gets in the way of God’s way, or in the way of reaching others for Jesus, then we need to rethink, regroup and repent. To be a
healthy church, we must decentralize our thinking, programming and ministries, and o en that does not come easy. Many
churches have banked their future, jobs, ﬁnances, etc. on the ‘skyscraper’ concept—not taking up much ground; growing up but
not growing out. The call of the Great Commission is to grow out!
What about Mt. Harmony? Just a thought!

Taken from Hallmarks of a Healthy Church, Jim Morgan.

On Sunday evenings in April and May, we are joining together for a season of prayer, consecrated and concentrated prayer. Plan
to join us for this special me. Let’s see what God wants to do at Mt. Harmony… “Let’s see where the Holy Spirit leads us.”
Please plan now to a end May 7 as we recognized Nelson on his 25th anniversary in the morning service. There will an a ernoon
concert at 3PM with recep on to follow.
By the way, I want each of you to know that you are loved and appreciated. God is truly at work, leading, redirec ng and changing
lives. We are in this journey together and we are learning and growing together. We are all very blessed to be a part of his Divine
plan. I am truly blessed to be your pastor. This week, look around your mission ﬁeld and share Jesus with someone! Not only will
it change their life, it will change your life as well.

Blessings of Grace and Peace,
Pastor Randal

Thank You Cards
The oﬃce has received and posted on the bulle n board in the church oﬃce the following thank you cards.


Shirley & James Elkins



Eleanor Glore



The Family of Mary Nantz
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Music Ministry
“Give thanks to the Lord, call on His name, make known among the na ons what He has done.”
1Chronicles 16:8
Holy Week and the many events which took place in the life of our church were amazing! Beginning with Palm Sunday
through Maundy Thursday and culmina ng with the celebra on of the Resurrec on on Easter Sunday was a wonderful me at
Mt. Harmony. Many thanks to everyone who par cipated in our services. Special thanks to our Worship Choir, Instrumental
Ensemble, Handbell Ensemble, Technical Support team and the staﬀ.

Worship Choir Rehearsals in June
Throughout the month of June, the Worship Choir will rehearse immediately following the morning worship service. We will
NOT have rehearsals on Wednesday night during June and we will take the month July oﬀ from rehearsals, as we normally do.
We will be singing in the morning services as usual.

Let’s not forget—we will be celebra ng Nelson’s 25 year anniversary on May
7th.
We invite you to bring your family and friends to hear the concert Nelson is
preparing for us. You will not want to miss it!

Blessings,
Barry

Boomers & Beyond
The Boomers & Beyond is an ac ve group of adults ages 55 and up. One Wednesday morning each month, the group gathers for
a Covered Dish Luncheon. There are also several music opportuni es and ac vi es especially for this group.

Wednesdays
11:00 a.m.
11:30 a.m.

Boomers & Beyond Celebra on Ringers Rehearsal
Boomers & Beyond Celebra on Choir Rehearsal

Dates to remember
May 17
Boomers & Beyond Covered Dish Luncheon 12:30 P.M.
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Family Ministry
Have you ever hit a dry season in your spiritual life? It is almost a surety that everyone reading this will at one point in their life
hit a season where they feel like something is missing in their faith. I was recently reading a biography about a spiritual leader
who was extremely busy working and doing for God. But no ma er how hard he worked he wasn’t experiencing any fruit from
his labor. He kept trying diﬀerent things and working even harder, but he was s ll coming up empty. Finally, he was brought to
his knees, and while crying out, he claimed that God spoke to his spirit by saying, “Don’t do for me, but allow me to do through
you!”
This is a profound thought. We, as Chris ans, can get so caught up in doing things for Christ that we can totally miss the oppor‐
tunity for Him to work through us. If we are to be salt and light to this world, then we must empty ourselves completely, so the
Holy Spirit can work (Ma hew 5:13‐16; Philippians 2:5‐11). Emptying ourselves is much harder than one might think, because
we are born with this horrible condi on called selﬁshness. This is why doing for Christ is much less eﬀec ve than allowing Him to
work through us. Our ways are not His ways and our thoughts are not His thoughts, so we tend to do what we think is best, and
even though we might see some growth, we don’t see the harvest that only God can provide (Isaiah 55:8‐9).
In regards to the man I men oned above, he eventually experienced a spiritual breakthrough. Once he ﬁgured out that Christ
needed to do the work, he saw 30 lives changed by the power of the gospel. He would go on to experience an almost daily con‐
version of faith un l his death. Do you get that? That is daily impact for the kingdom! That means our bap sm waters would
always be ﬁlled! That means that lives are being changed!
If we want to see our families, friends, and communi es changed, then we must allow Christ to work through us. We must get
down on our knees broken before the Lord and ask Him to forgive us for ge ng in the way, and ask Him to empty us so He can
make room for the Holy Spirit. We can then get up and walk with an expectancy to see lives changed.
Parents, is it worth emptying yourself to see your child changed by the gospel? Child, is it worth emptying yourself to see your
parent or parents changed by the gospel? Church, is it worth emptying ourselves to see our communi es changed by the gos‐
pel? Then let’s get down on our knees right now and ask God to empty us, and partner to see lives changed in our families and in
our communi es!
Blessings,
Chris

Kids Ministry

Sunday Morning

Learning About Church
Week 1: The Church Began
Week 2: Peter and John Preached
Week 3: The Church Chose Helpers
Week 4: Stephen Preached
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Kids XP
Stay Connected:

Facebook:
www.facebook.com/mtharmonykids

Twitter:
www.twitter.com/mtharmonykids
Week One: Peter and John Before the Sanhedrin (Acts 3 and 4)
Bo om Line: Keep going even when it gets hard.
Week Two: Peter and Cornelius (Acts 10)
Bo om Line: Keep going even when the job is bigger than you think.

Instagram:
www.Instagram.com/mtharmonykids

Week Three: Armor of God (Ephesians 6:10‐18)
God gives you what you need to keep going.
Week Four: Heaven (Revela on 21:1‐8; 22‐27; 22:1‐5)
Keep going because God knows the end of the story.

Student Ministry
Wednesday Night Series

Sunday Morning
Iden ty
Week 1: Life in Rela onships
Week 2: Life Reﬂected
Week 3: Life in the Community
Week 4: Life on Mission

Stay Connected:
Facebook: www.facebook.com/mtharmonystudents
Twitter: www.twitter.com/mthbcstudents

If/Then (Series Begins May 10th)
“How do you normally introduce yourself? Maybe you start with,
“Hi. I’m (insert your name here).” But what comes a er that?
Sure, you can talk about where you go to school, or what
hobbies you’re into, but that doesn’t really introduce anyone
to you, just facts about you. When Jesus talked about Himself,
He would make statements like, “I am the Good Shepherd” and,
“I am the bread of life.” As strange as they sound, these state‐
ments give us a be er picture of who Jesus is. Because if He is a
shepherd, then we are His sheep. And if He is the bread of life,
then we can be sa sﬁed in Him. In this series, we’ll discover that
the way Jesus described Himself gives us a clue into who we are
as well.

Instagram: www.Instagram.com/mtharmonystudents
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VBS
Are you ready to focus your telescopes
on the marvels painted in the sky by the Creator,
and discover the wonder among all wonders
that the God who created everything there is ‐
the knowable and the unknowable, the visible
and the invisible ‐ wants to have a personal
rela onship with you?
If so, come hang out with us by registering on the website!

June 11th—15th
6:00 pm—8:30 pm

Forefront Kid’s Camp
Forefront Arts Children's Theatre presents:
Beauty & the Beast Summer Camp at Mt. Harmony for ages 4‐14. The camp runs
June 5‐9.
The campers will work on the play all week, then perform the show on June 9, 2017
at 7:00 p.m.
Registra on is open now and space is limited.
Visit the website to enroll in the camp.

Online Giving
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May Birthdays
Takeethea Blackwell

1‐May

Jacqueline LaFleur
Mae Aus n
Charles Kennedy
Johnny Cleveland
Elisabeth Greig
Kodi Jones
Jasmine Fonda
Grant Orr
Ashley Darnell
Robert Kinsey
Savannah Williams
Terry Renfroe
Delma Allen
Oneal Orr
Hunter Brumelow
Clyde Spears
Jimmy Sanders

1‐May
2‐May
2‐May
3‐May
5‐May
6‐May
7‐May
9‐May
10‐May
12‐May
12‐May
14‐May
15‐May
15‐May
17‐May
17‐May
18‐May

Mary Nelle Rainwater
Bobby Thomas
Raymond Moody
Buﬀy Bridges
Warren Mayo
Jane e Nash
Randy Crider
Debora Holbrook
Wynelle Cole
Melanie Kunz
Allison Todd
Anne Mahan
Cody Swinton
Mike Partain

19‐May
19‐May
20‐May
22‐May
22‐May
22‐May
23‐May
24‐May
25‐May
26‐May
26‐May
27‐May
27‐May
31‐May

Homebound For The Month
Mr. Bobby Thomas (5/19)

Mr. & Mrs. Gwinette (Charlene) Brewton

4604 Sandycroft Ct

7400 Peachtree Dunwoody Rd NE

Austell, GA 30106

Dogwood Forest #304
Atlanta, GA 30328

Ms. Roma Fleming

Mrs. Gladys Ivey (BD 6/2)

1600 Lee Rd, RM# 509

1464 Cardinal Ln

Brookdale @ Sweetwater Creek

Austell, GA 30106

Lithia Springs, GA 30122

Sympathy
To Eleanor Glore and family in the death of her husband Henry .
To Delma Allen and family in the death of her sister of Mary Nantz.
To Mozelle Crawford in the death of her son Jimmy Crawford.
To Tim Word in the death of his parents, Mac & Edna Word.
To Mr. & Mrs. Cliff (Martha) Broxton in the death of her mother, Betty Jo Thompson
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May Calendar

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

30

1

2

3

4 National Day of 5
Prayer
6:30pm Women’s
Ministry
Spring Dinner

5:15 SS Teachers &
Outreach Leaders
Meeting in F/Ship
Hall

Sat
6

Mableton Meet
Your Neighbor
Event
11am to 2pm

Senior Adult Conference - Music in the Gardens at Callaway

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

25

26

27

29

30

Nelson Fleming 25th
Anniversary
Celebration

6-7:30pm
New Move In
Outreach Visitation

WEE Sweets with
Moms

3pm—Piano Concert
followed by
Reception
6pm—Prayer Service

Mother’s Day
GA Baptist Children’s
Home Special
Offering
No PM Service

5pm Deacons Meeting

12:30 Boomers &
Beyond (55+) Covered
Dish Luncheon

WEE Last Day of
Classes

WEE Graduation
5:30 Reception in
Fellowship Hall
6:30 Graduation in
Sanctuary

6pm Conference &
Prayer Service

28
No PM Service

Memorial Day
Church Office
Closed

31

Last Night of Middle
Ground Ministries
Activities resume
Aug 2nd
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OUR MISSION IS HELPING PEOPLE FIND GOD

MT HARMONY

561 Veterans Memorial Hwy, SE
Phone: 770-948-3900
Fax: 770-948-9260
Hospital Line 770-948-6032
WEE Program 770-874-7493
Emergency Number 404-451-4830

Beyond All Limits…
...By His Power

We’ve seen the transformation hundreds of times – people who came to
us full of doubt and uncertainty become secure in the knowledge of their
rightful place in God’s great kingdom. The change may start slowly – in a
Bible Study class or choir participation, perhaps – but once it begins, it
picks up speed. Serving Jesus together, shared experiences, time spent in
prayer – all bring us closer to our highest calling.
Take the first step toward personal renewal – join us for services this week!
Above all else, Mt. Harmony is a church that loves Jesus, loves people, and
loves our community. We're just real people, but we are passionate about
helping people become fully devoted followers of Jesus Christ.
Mt. Harmony partners with over 45,000 churches (16 million Christians)
who call themselves Southern Baptists. Together we support 10,000
missionaries in 154 nations around the world.

We are on the Web
WWW.MTHARMONY.ORG

Weekly Activities
Sunday
9:15AM
10:30AM
4:00PM
6:00PM

LIFEgroups for all Ages
Celebration Worship
Handbell Rehearsal
Celebration Worship/Bible Study (Fellowship Hall)

Tuesday
7:00AM

Men's Prayer Time

Wednesday
11:00AM
11:30AM
5:45-8:15PM
6:00-6:45PM
6:00-6:45PM
6:00-7:30PM
6:00-7:30PM
6:45-8:00PM

B&B Celebration Ringers Rehearsal
B&B Celebration Choir Rehearsal
Nursery (birth-2 yrs.)
Men’s & Ladies Ensembles
Pastor’s Bible Study
Preschool (ages 3-5)
Children (grades 1-6)
Student Ministry (grades 7-12)
Worship Choir Rehearsal

Music Suite
Music Suite
1st Floor Education Bldg.
Music Suite
Fellowship Hall
E107
E203
Student Center
Music Suite
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