OUR MISSION IS HELPING PEOPLE FIND GOD

MT HARMONY

561 Veterans Memorial Hwy, SE
Phone: 770-948-3900
Fax: 770-948-9260
Hospital Line 770-948-6032
WEE Program 770-874-7493
Emergency Number 404-451-4830

Beyond All Limits…

We’ve seen the transformation hundreds of times – people who came to
us full of doubt and uncertainty become secure in the knowledge of their
rightful place in God’s great kingdom. The change may start slowly – in a
Bible Study class or choir participation, perhaps – but once it begins, it
picks up speed. Serving Jesus together, shared experiences, time spent in
prayer – all bring us closer to our highest calling.

“The Connector”
March 2017

Take the first step toward personal renewal – join us for services this week!
Above all else, Mt. Harmony is a church that loves Jesus, loves people, and
loves our community. We're just real people, but we are passionate about
helping people become fully devoted followers of Jesus Christ.
Mt. Harmony partners with over 45,000 churches (16 million Christians)
who call themselves Southern Baptists. Together we support 10,000
missionaries in 154 nations around the world.

...By His Power

We are on the Web
WWW.MTHARMONY.ORG

Weekly Activities
Sunday
9:15AM
10:30AM
4:00PM
6:00PM

LIFEgroups for all Ages
Celebration Worship
Handbell Rehearsal
Celebration Worship/Bible Study (Fellowship Hall)

Tuesday
7:00AM

Men's Prayer Time

Wednesday
11:00AM
11:30AM
5:45-8:15PM
6:00-6:45PM
6:00-6:45PM
6:00-7:30PM
6:00-7:30PM
6:45-8:00PM

B&B Celebration Ringers Rehearsal
B&B Celebration Choir Rehearsal
Nursery (birth-2 yrs.)
Men’s & Ladies Ensembles
Pastor’s Bible Study
Preschool (ages 3-5)
Children (grades 1-6)
Student Ministry (grades 7-12)
Worship Choir Rehearsal

Non-profit Org.
U.S. Postage
PAID
Permit # 7
Mableton, GA 30126
Address service requested

Music Suite
Music Suite
1st Floor Education Bldg.
Music Suite
Fellowship Hall
E107
E203
Student Center
Music Suite

MT. HARMONY BAPTIST LEADERSHIP TEAM
Dr. Randal Whitten ......................................................................................Senior Pastor
Chris Noggle ................................................................ Associate Pastor Family Ministry
Barry Bryant ................................................................. Associate Pastor Music Ministry
Noelle Porter ......................................................... Director of WEE Education Program
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Just a Thought

March Calendar

Just A Thought !

Sun

For the last few weeks, I have been preaching on the topic of power. The message from God on February 12, The Power of Potential,—John 6:10—really spoke to my life and I hope to yours. I trust as we journey through life together, we, like the little boy in
John who gave his five small barley loaves and two small fish to Jesus, will give our “all” as well. When we give our “all” to Jesus,
“that exchange taps the eternal resources of heaven and moves them (the eternal resources of heaven) into the bankrupt
affairs of men.” What is God teaching us? When we trust Him, and we factor Jesus into the equation of our lives, we literally tap
into all the resources of heaven. That’s our potential! The interesting thing about this boy in John chapter 6 is that he left home
that morning unaware that when he gave His “all” to Jesus, he would have the resources to feed 5000 men plus women and children. Every one of us leave home each morning with incredible potential and so often don’t even realize it. Not potential in
and of ourselves, but in and through Christ Jesus. What is your potential? What are you going to do about it? How are you going
to use it to glorify God? Just a thought!
It’s a little difficult for me to realize, but Easter is rapidly approaching—April 16th, to be exact. When I think of Easter, I think of
God’s unconditional love for us, His forgiveness, and His taking the initiative to provide salvation for us. I believe God’s primary
purpose is to reach the world for His kingdom...to connect people to Jesus and His lifestyle. Everyone can and should be a part of
this vision. We all know that only God can change a life and we also know that He chooses to use us, His children, to spread His
love and life-changing message around the world. It is imperative that everyone at Mt. Harmony be “ON MISSION” with this calling. It’s really pretty simple. There are three basic building blocks we can use to accomplish our mission.
PRAY! Every one of us can pray for those we know who haven't experienced the saving grace of Jesus. When I look at my own
personal prayer requests, I notice that I often pray for my own needs and family needs. We often do that in the church family as
well. But we tend to forget our acquaintances in this community, our neighbors who don’t have a personal relationship with Jesus
Christ. It’s a matter of focus! It’s a matter of intentionality! Now, I’m not saying that we shouldn't pray for each other, but we
must also pray for those around us who don’t know Christ. Mt. Harmony offers many events and programs designed to reach people and introduce them to Christ. As we work to stay on mission… Will we commit to pray that God will use us and our church to
reach those around us? And will we make ourselves available to be used by Him? I think of the words to a song I learned as a
teenager. The chorus says:
“To be used of God, to sing, to speak, to pray;
To be used of God, to show someone the way.
I long so much to feel the touch, of His consuming fire.
To be used of God is my desire.” (Audrey Mieir)

Mon

INVITE! Nothing can replace a personal invitation. Banners, billboards, posters and websites may be informative, but your smiling
face, hand of friendship, and positive attitude along with your excitement and enthusiasm will make the difference in turning interest into attendance. The most common reason a person attends a church, in many cases, is not a Facebook post, a twitter message, or website, but the personal invitation they received from someone in the church family. We can all invite someone, not
only to the weekly services and ministry opportunities, but to the special events that we host here at Mt. Harmony. The Mission:
Love God...Love Others...Serve the Community...Reach the world!

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

Middle Ground
Ministry 6:00PM

5

6

March 5—12

12

7

8

13

14

LIFEgroups for
all Ages

11

15

16

17

18

23

24

25

Middle Ground
Ministry 6:00PM

20

5pm Deacons
Meeting

21

22

10:30am Celebration
Choir at Delmar No Celebration Choir
Gardens—lunch at
rehearsal
Chick-fil-a

6pm Conference &
Fellowship
LIFEgroups for
all Ages

LIFEgroups for
all Ages

10

12:30 Boomers &
Beyond (55+)
Covered
Dish Luncheon

AM—Lord’s Supper

AM Gideon Speaker

9

Youth Disciple Now Weekend
Mar 3-5

Week of Prayer for North American Missions and the Annie Armstrong Easter Offering

Daylight Savings
Time Begins

26

WEE Dr Seuss/Book
Character Dress Up
Day

10:30am
Celebration Choir at No Celebration Choir
Presbyterian
rehearsal
Village
lunch at
Middle Ground
Wallace BBQ
Ministry 6:00PM

LIFEgroups for
all Ages

19

SERVE! Look around. There are needs everywhere. Sometimes there are simple ways to serve others that we miss because we
become focused on ourselves or our group of friends. To be on mission, as a church, means that we widen our vision to include
others. The question is, will we notice the needs around us and become sensitive to how we can help meet them? There are
many opportunities to serve here within Mt. Harmony and outside our walls. Everyone can serve in some way. We need people
to serve from greeters on Sunday mornings and at special events, to caring for our preschoolers during Extended Session, as well
as in many other areas of ministry. Will you step up to the plate and serve in the growing ministries of our church?

Tue

27

Harmony Leland
Food Pantry
5:00-&7:00PM

28

Jubal Chorus Concert
FBC Douglasville
(Men & Ladies)

HandBell Festival
FBC Lithia Springs

Middle Ground
Ministry 6:00PM

29

30

31

Middle Ground
Ministry 6:00PM

PSI! PRAY, SERVE, AND INVITE! Everyone can do all three. Again it’s really simple and perhaps you have already begun. As we
touch lives, together we will build a community of faith. I hope each one of us will continue to join together on mission in 2017 to
accomplish our Christ-commanded vision for reaching this community and building the kingdom of God.
Let me close by saying, I think of you...Pray for you...and Trust in God with you! And together we press on, in Jesus name.
You are loved and appreciated,
Pastor Randal
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March Birthdays

Music Ministry

Jerry Harrell

2-Mar

Bob Thomas

2-Mar

Videra Bone

3-Mar

Margaret Spears

3-Mar

Armond Usher

3-Mar

Robert Crewsonberry

4-Mar

Meryl Ann Breemes

6-Mar

Gail Hardy

6-Mar

Joyce Howell

6-Mar

Debbie Osborne

7-Mar

Tim Word
Marcia Bryant

8-Mar
9-Mar

Betty Gable

9-Mar

Katie Marie Harrell

11-Mar

Lou Jourdan

12-Mar

David Greig

13-Mar

Hillary Jourdan

18-Mar

Cecile Sims

22-Mar

Hullie Ivey
Madelyn Justice
Penny Stanley
Bob Gardner
Dennis Hall
Michelle Skelton
Mary Smart
Linda Latham
Pearl Pugh
Jean Sinyard
Bill Sanford
Ann Williams
Evan Bruton
Ellen Hall
Julian LeRoy
Clyde Vansant
Barbara Spivey

24-Mar
25-Mar
25-Mar
26-Mar
26-Mar
26-Mar
26-Mar
27-Mar
28-Mar
28-Mar
29-Mar
29-Mar
30-Mar
30-Mar
30-Mar
30-Mar
31-Mar

Homebound For The Month
Mr. Hullie Ivey (BD: 3/24)

Mrs. Pearl Pugh (BD: 3/28)

1464 Cardinal Ln

4150 Charleston Place

Austell GA 30168

Smyrna GA 30080

Ms. Mary Smart (BD: 3/26)

Ms. Lillian Gardner

404 King Springs Vlg Pkwy SE

6764 Rioca Cir

Delmar Gardens Apt 266

Mableton GA 30126

“O Lord, our God, your majestic name fills the earth!
Your glory is higher than the heavens.” Psalm 8:1
Music in the Gardens
Members of our Celebration Choir will be going to Callaway Gardens in Pine Mountain, GA to participate in “Music in the Gardens”.
The dates are May 3-5. Make plans NOW to go with us!
Celebration Choir
Time to sing! Please add these dates to your calendar:
March 7:

Sing at Presbyterian Village at 10:30 a.m., followed by lunch at Wallace BBQ.

March 8:

No Celebration Choir rehearsal.

March 21:

Sing at Delmar Gardens at 10:30 a.m., followed by lunch at Chick-Fil-A.

March 22:

No Celebration Choir rehearsal.

Handbell Festival 2017
The Handbell Ensemble will be participating in this year’s Handbell Festival. This year’s festival will be held at First Baptist Church,
Lithia Springs, GA.
The dates are March 24-25. This is a wonderful time of worship through music! Make time to come and listen to the worship service! Admission is FREE! And it’s CLOSE! Come and join us!
Jubal Chorus Concert
On Tuesday, March 28, The Jubal Chorus (Sons of Jubal and the Jubalheirs) will be in concert at First Baptist Church, Douglasville,
GA. This is the closest Jubal Chorus concert to Mt. Harmony this season. The concert begins at 7:00 p.m. with pre-service music
beginning at 6:30 p.m. The concert is free! There will be a free-will love offering taken to support the mission projects of the Sons
of Jubal and the Jubalheirs.

Boomers & Beyond
The Boomers & Beyond is an active group of adults ages 55 and up. One Wednesday morning each month, the group gathers for
a Covered Dish Luncheon. There are also several music opportunities and activities especially for this group.

Smyrna GA 30082

Wednesdays

Sympathy

11:00 a.m.
11:30 a.m.
To Mr. & Mrs. Barry (Marcia) Bryant & Family in the death of her father, Henry Bieber Sr. of Munford,
TN; to the family of Nancy Minter; to the family of Mary Moore and to the family of Evelyn Hayes.

Boomers & Beyond Celebration Ringers Rehearsal
Boomers & Beyond Celebration Choir Rehearsal

Dates to remember
March 15
Boomers & Beyond Covered Dish Luncheon 12:30 P.M.

To The family of Rev. Terry L. Braswell, Sr. of Lithia Springs, former Director of Missions.
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Kids XP

Family Ministry
Recently, my 5-year-old daughter started her first year of softball. Shannon and I are both softball enthusiasts, and we were ecstatic that our little girl wanted to play a game we were so passionate about. Prior to her first practice, we spent a little bit of time
teaching her some of the basics of the game, because we wanted to give her an idea of what she could expect.

Stay Connected:

Before we knew it, the first practice arrived. We were all very excited about this new season in her life, but during the practice I
began to see some potential flaws in her understanding of the game. Her coaches were doing a great job working with all of the
little girls, but I began to see a probable roadblock in the instruction that Kaila was receiving.

Facebook:
www.facebook.com/mtharmonykids

Kaila has three coaches, and they only have an hour a week to practice with 11 little girls. Once the season begins, they will have
an additional hour on the field to help the girls during the game. This means that the coaches will only have two hours per week to
teach 11 children the fundamentals of softball. Let’s be honest. They can’t do this alone.
Here is my point. For years many parents have held to the idea that the leaders in the church are responsible for teaching their
children the fundamentals of the Christian faith. This is a flawed way of thinking, but the blame cannot be placed fully on the parent. The church is designed to work together with the family, and to provide other influences who will direct the child toward a
relationship with Jesus Christ.
God has provided parents with the task of being the priests in their own home, and the Holy Spirit is the helper who will assist
them with this responsibility. The church is designed to assist and equip the parents in their efforts, but they must strongly encourage the parents to do their part in the child’s life. Parents have approximately 3,000 hours per year to spiritually influence their
children, while the leaders in the church can only provide 50 to 100. If the parents are relying on the church leaders to do it all then
they have fallen prey to a flawed system.
You might be thinking, “What does softball have to do with all of this?” Kaila can learn a lot about the game of softball from her
coaches, but she will learn so much more if we as her parents are investing in her outside of their weekly influence. We have the
capacity of spending two hours with Kaila on an almost daily basis, so in one day we have the ability to make a more significant
impact than her coaches ever will. This also applies to the negative influences that are seeking to shape Kaila’s character and redirect her from a relationship with Jesus.
Her coaches are probably more equipped to teach her the game, and they might have more knowledge when it comes to softball,
but it is not their sole responsibility to train up our child. We have the ability to follow up with the tips she learned at practice, and
if we fall short in our understanding, we can reach out to the coach who in turn can provide us with the tools we need to help Kaila
grow in her knowledge of the game.
This is much like the function of the church. We will provide quality programming to help shape a child’s character, we will provide
resources to help the parent, but we cannot be the sole people speaking truth into a child’s life. If we can not learn to work together, then I am afraid we will continue to see students disregarding a relationship with Jesus Christ. If we continue down this path
then the kids we are trying to influence might never be fully prepared for the game.

Twitter:
www.twitter.com/mtharmonykids
Forgiveness – Deciding That Someone Who Has Wronged You Doesn’t Have To Pay

Week 2: The Lost Son (Luke 15:11-24) Everyone Needs To Be Forgiven, Even Me
Week 3: The Older Brother (Luke 15:21-32) When You Don’t Forgive, You Miss Out
Week 4: 77 Times/Unmerciful Servant (Matthew 18:21-35) Since God Forgives You,
You Should Forgive Others

Student Ministry
Wednesday Night Series

Sunday Morning
Jesus for the Win—”You Win Some, you lose some”

Blessings,
Chris Noggle

Week 1: Jesus for the Win

Kids Ministry

Week 2: Hope for the Win
Week 3: Freedom for the Win
Week 4: Faith for the Win

Sunday Morning

Stay Connected:

JESUS TEACHES ME HOW TO LIVE
Week 1: Simeon and Anna Met Jesus

Facebook: www.facebook.com/mtharmonystudents

Week 2: Jesus Went to the Temple
Week 3: John the Baptist

Twitter: www.twitter.com/mthbcstudents

Week 4: Jesus was Tempted
Instagram: www.Instagram.com/mtharmonystudents
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Instagram:
www.Instagram.com/mtharmonykids

Week 1: The Lost Sheep (Luke 15:1-7) God Forgives You

Series: Deal With It
Series begins – March 8th
So what’s trending on Netflix this week? Maybe TV isn’t your thing,
but I’ll bet you’ve got a time vortex. Maybe yours is a gaming system. You log on for just a few minutes and then, somehow it’s midnight. Maybe you throw on headphones and just space out listening
to Spotify, or maybe you stare at your phone and scroll without
even really looking at what people post. We all have a favorite distraction—something we get lost in. And while there’s nothing
wrong with taking a break, you’ve probably also discovered that it’s
more tempting to reach for something fun when you’re facing
something that isn’t. We all have a tendency to avoid something
difficult by doing something easy. Or we escape something painful
by running toward something that feels good. Or we hide something that hurts by pretending it isn’t there. But maybe you’ve also
noticed that none of these strategies really work. In fact, sometimes
our favorite escapes can leave us feeling more stuck than before. In
this series we’ll look at three ways we’re all tempted to skip out on
the real life that God has for us. As we do, you may just find God’s
inviting you to stop avoiding it, escaping it, or hiding it and just . . .
deal with it.
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