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Dr. Covert uses his experiences as both 
police officer and prison chaplain to 
examine the environment and ministry 
of the incarcerated—people who are 
often forgotten by society. He emphasizes 
particular areas of inmate stress and how 
they impact upon the inmate’s spiritual 
formation and the role of the Church 
in offering encouragement, healing and 
transformation. He calls for staff education, 
environmental improvement, and a pastoral 
presence that facilitates rehabilitation and 
hope, rather than discouragement and 
punishment.
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“There is no death. Only a change of worlds.”
- Chief Seattle, Suquamish Tribe (1853)

“Life and death are one,  
even as the river and the sea are one.”

- Kahlil Gibran

DR. HENRY G. COVERT is a United 
Church of Christ minister. After serving 
in the military, he worked in law en-
forcement for twenty years. Toward the 
end of that career, he began his studies 
for the ministry, acquiring a doctorate 
from Pittsburgh Theological Seminary. 
He has pastored several parishes, worked 
in therapeutic communities, was a state 

prison chaplain, and adjunct faculty member at Penn State 
University. Dr. Covert was the chaplain for Pennsylvania’s first 
execution in thirty-three years. He is the author of Ministry to 
the Incarcerated, Prayers That God Hears, Christian Beliefs and 
Prayers, The Crucifixion of Jesus, The True Church of Jesus Christ, 
Discovering the Parables: An Inspirational Guide for Everyday 
Life, and Spiritual Reflections: A Journey 
Through the Scriptures.
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Death and the afterlife speak to everyone. Dr. Covert ex-
amines our life journey from different perspectives, in-

cluding the biblical understanding of death and resurrection and 
the events leading to the Second Advent of Jesus. He reminds 
us of the many obstacles and destructive forces that are encoun-
tered as we journey to our heavenly home. The reader is urged 
to make preparation by nourishing the inner life with the gifts of 
the Holy Spirit. This book is educational, spiritually motivating, 
and encouraging.
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The misconceptions relating to prayer make it a topic that 
is often abstract and difficult to understand. Dr. Covert’s 

treatment of the subject is both biblically rooted and realistic. 
The simplicity of this book brings a clarity and continuity that 
is easily grasped and applied to one’s life. It answers our ques-
tions and speaks to our deepest needs and struggles. This book 
is for everyone who seeks a meaningful relationship with God 
and others.

HENRY G. COVERT is an ordained min-
ister with the United Church of Christ. Af-
ter a tour of duty in the military, he worked 
in law enforcement for twenty years as both 
a patrol sergeant and county detective in 
Chester County, Pennsylvania. Since enter-
ing the ministry he has served several par-
ishes, worked as a counselor in therapeutic 
communities, was a state prison chaplain, 
and acquired adjunct faculty status at the 

Pennsylvania State University. Reverend Covert was the chaplain 
for Pennsylvania’s first execution in thirty-three years. He holds 
several academic degrees in the Scriptures and theology, including 
a doctorate from Pittsburgh Theological Seminary. He is the au-
thor of Ministry to the Incarcerated, Discovering the Parables: An In-
spirational Guide to Everyday Life, Spiritual Reflections: A Journey 
Through the Scriptures, Christian Beliefs and Prayers, The Crucifixion 
of Jesus, The True Church of Jesus Christ, 
and Journey to the Next World: Under-
standing Death & Resurrection. 
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