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A Prayer for the Congregation of

The First Church of Christ — Bradford

We pray that out of God’s glorious riches He will strengthen us with power through His
Spirit in our inner being, so that Christ may dwell in our hearts through faith. And we
pray that we, being rooted and established in love, may have power, together with all
the saints, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, and to
know this love that surpasses knowledge —that we may be filled to the measure of all
the fullness of God.

Now to Him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according
to His power that is at work within us, to Him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus
throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen.

(Ephesians 3:16-19)
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GREETINGS

Welcome to the Annual Report of the First Church of Christ, Bradford. At the heart of our life
together is a clear and steady vision: “Connecting God’s inexhaustible grace to an exhausted
world, through the finished work of Jesus Christ!” That vision shapes everything we are and
everything we do. From the very beginning, our calling has been to declare and demonstrate
the liberating power of the gospel—speaking plainly God’s Law, which exposes our sin, and
God’s Gospel, which delivers us from sin and truly sets captives free. We do not stop at words
alone; we aim to live this good news out in tangible, faithful action.

In many ways, we are “old-fashioned in a new sort of way.” Rooted deeply in Scripture,
connected to the historic Christian faith, relevant in the present moment, and hopeful for the
future, we seek to be both anchored and alive. Our ministry flows in four directions—DOWN as
we receive the mighty gospel of God, UP in worship and praise, IN through care and
discipleship within the church family, and OUT in love and service to our neighbors and
community. We are under no illusions about ourselves: no one here has it all together. We are,
quite honestly, more broken than we often realize—sinners in need of grace—and at the same
time more loved than we can imagine—saved, secure, and held fast in Jesus Christ!

By God’s grace, this church has been part of the Bradford community since 1682, and we
remain convinced that the best days of faithful witness are still ahead. We are a grace-driven
people, resting deeply in the finished work of Jesus—loved, accepted, and forgiven once and
for all, with no strings attached. Everyone matters here, yet none of us is the point; Jesus is.
There is a meaningful place for every person to contribute, grow, and serve. As you read on,
we invite you to explore the current highlights of our shared life and ministry and to let us
know how we might serve you, for the glory of Christ and the good of our exhausted world.

A sincere THANK YOU to everyone connected with our church family for all the ways - seen
and unseen by man - but clearly seen by God, you have ministered in things heavenly and also
here on earth. May God continue to bless, protect, and watch over us in the years to come.

With much affection...
Respectfully submitted,
Dowvwvy Ovalle; Pastor
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THE MEMBERSHIP COVENANT

In the presence of God, angels, and men, | do now solemnly avouch the Lord Jehovah,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, to be my God, the object of my supreme love
and my portion forever.

| cordially acknowledge the Lord Jesus Christ in all his mediatorial offices, as Prophet,
Priest and King, to be my only Savior; and the Holy Ghost to be my only sanctifier,
comforter and guide.

| humbly and cheerfully devote myself to God in the everlasting covenant of his grace,
consecrating all my powers and faculties, with all that | possess, to his service; promising
through the assistance of his Spirit, that | will give diligent attendance on his word and
ordinances, seek the honor and interest of his kingdom, and, henceforth, denying all
ungodliness and every worldly lust, live soberly, righteously and godly in the world.

| also cordially join myself to this church, as a true church of Christ, engaging to submit
to its government and discipline, to strive earnestly for its purity, peace and
enlargement, and to walk with its members in all charity, faithfulness and
circumspection.

We, then, the members of this Church, receive you affectionately to our communion,
promising you our prayers, our Christian sympathy and our love; engaging on our part
also to walk with you in all becoming watchfulness, kindness and fidelity; hoping that
you and we shall become more and more conformed to the example of our divine
Master, till we come at last to the perfection of holiness in the kingdom of his glory.

AMEN.
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FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST, BRADFORD

WARRANT

HEAR YE, HEAR YE, HEAR YE

KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS, that the 343 ANNUAL MEETING
of the First Church of Christ, Bradford, is hereby called for SUNDAY, February 8,
2026 at 12:00 PM, whereby the said members shall ACT UPON THE FOLLOWING
OFFICIAL BUSINESS:

Article I: ~ To elect a Moderator to preside over all business meetings of the Church in
the coming year.

Article II:  To elect Officers of the Church, who will serve until the next Annual Meeting
in 2027.

Article III: To review the report of the Treasurer and to act thereon.
Article IV:  To hear the report of the Auditor (if provided) and to act thereon.

Article V:  To review all reports of the Committees & Leaders of the Church that may
lawfully come before the meeting & to act thereon.

Article VI: To hear the Ministry Vision for 2026.

Article VII: To act upon any other business that may lawfully come before said meeting.

ONLY MEMBERS OF THE CHURCH ARE ELIGIBLE TO VOTE ON ISSUES,
ALTHOUGH ALL CONGREGANTS ARE WELCOME TO ATTEND. IN
ACCORDANCE WITH OUR BY-LAWS, A QUORUM OF 15% OF THE ACTIVE
MEMBERSHIP OF THE FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST, BRADFORD,
MASSACHUSETTS, OR NINETEEN (19) MEMBERS, ARE REQUIRED TO BE
IN ATTENDANCE TO PASS A VOTE.

YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED AND WARNED THAT ALL LAWFULLY
ACTED UPON AND DULY VOTED UPON MATTERS SHALL BECOME
BINDING AND SO ADOPTED BY THE CHURCH.

EXECUTED UNDER MY OFFICIAL HAND AND SEAL THIS 29*® DAY OF
January 2026.

SIGNED,

Joyce Hooper
CLERK, FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST, BRADFORD
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REPORT OF THE PASTOR

Ministry Year 342 (2025)
Beloved Family of the First Church of Christ - Bradford,
As we conclude Ministry Year 342, my heart is overflowing with gratitude for the ways God has
moved through our historic Bradford community. This year has been a testament to our enduring
legacy and our vibrant future, anchored by the finished work (tetelestai) of Jesus Christ!
Here are some highlights in our life & ministry in 2025:

The Word and Worship

From the pulpit, we explored the vastness of God’s sovereignty and the intimacy of His love
through sermon series including Alpha & Omega: The Beginning and the End, Our Desperate
Need for Grace, and Identity Theft. My weekly collaborations with our Worship Leader, Deb
Potter, continue to be a source of personal joy as we strive to walk in meaningful encounters
with the Holy Spirit.

To enhance our praise, we successfully organized a new sound system wiring project for the
music team, ensuring our worship is heard clearly and beautifully. We also had the privilege of
coordinating with Dave Pettigrew for a powerful Palm Sunday Worship Breakfast Service.

Prayer: Leading our weekly Tuesday Zoom Prayer remains a vital anchor for our community.

Shepherding the Flock: The life of our church is found in the moments we share. From the joyous
celebration of Tony White and Trish Coughlin’s wedding to the sacred dedication of Owen
Giardi, we have marked life’s milestones together.

Connection: It has been a blessing to meet with members, visitors, and former attendees, and
to bring the Lord’s Table to those in hospitals & care facilities through the serving of
Communion.

Deepening Our Roots and Reaching Out: Our focus this year remained steadfast on nurturing
the next generation and expanding our welcome. A pivotal highlight was our site visit to Hope
Community Church with Kellyanne Higgins to gather inspiration and vision for the FCC Children’s
Ministry.

In the spirit of unity, we have spent the year in monthly fellowship with Mario, Miriam, David,
and Ana, laying the groundwork for Iglesia el Camino. It is a joy to see a new Sunday worship
service beginning to take root within our walls. This spirit of hospitality extended to the
Haverhill Farmer’s Market Open House, where Marilyn, Joyce, Shawn, Destiny, Cyndie, and
our friends from Iglesia el Camino welcomed our neighbors every week.

Engagement: Through our BCA Internship engagement and regular social media updates, we
are telling the story of FCC to a modern world.

Leadership: | am grateful for the dedication of our Diaconate and Standing Committee Team.

| have worked diligently with Mark Soucy to launch the new Diaconate Website Page, ensuring
our leadership and resources are accessible to all.

As we look toward Year 343, let us remain rooted in God’s inexhaustible grace that has
sustained us since 1682. It is an honor to serve as your pastor for these past 15 years!
Respectfully submitted,

Dowvwvy Ovalle; Pastor
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REPORT OF THE MODERATOR

| give thanks to God for His continued guidance and faithfulness to our church during
this period. It has been a privilege to serve as Moderator and to work alongside
dedicated leaders, members, and ministry teams.

Like many churches today, we have faced challenges with finances, attendance and a lot
of other things this year. However, these challenges also present opportunities for
prayerful reflection, renewed vision and growth as we trust God'’s leading.

With Jesus Christ as the head of the church, nothing can stop us and there is a bright
future ahead no matter what comes our way. These 2 passages spoke to me this year.
They remind me how thankful | am to have our Savior’s hand in everything as long as we
put our trust in him.

Jeremiah 29 Verse 11: For | know the plans | have for you, declares the Lord, plans to
prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.

Isaiah 41 Chapter 10: So, do not fear, for | am with you; do not be dismayed, for | am
your God. | will strengthen you and help you; | will uphold you with my righteous right
hand.

Respectfully Submitted,

Scott Higgins

8 | Page



342nd ANNUAL MEETING MINUTES
THE FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST — BRADFORD
Sunday, February 23, 2025

The 342" Annual Meeting of First Church of Christ — Bradford was held on Sunday,
February 23,2025 at 12:00 p.m. The meeting was held on Zoom and in person. The
members were asked to be counted. Members counted off to ensure there was a
quorum of 19 members, designated by our By-Laws. There were 23 members in
attendance and the meeting proceeded.

The Warrant had been read prior in the Worship Service on that day by Susan Bergeron,
Clerk. It was not re-read at the beginning of the meeting.

The meeting was called to order and a prayer for the Church and Annual Meeting was
offered by Pastor Danny Ovalle.

A motion was duly made, seconded, and unanimously voted to elect Scott Higgins as
Moderator for the coming year of 2025.

The report of the Nominating Committee was then presented, motion was duly made,
seconded, and unanimously voted to elect all the officers and committee members as
presented in the Nominating Report to serve until our next Annual Meeting.

The reports of the Treasurer and Auditor were reviewed. Peter Mills made note that
church revenue is down and, at this rate, the church is not sustainable. A motion was
duly made, seconded, and unanimously voted to accept the two reports.

The reports of the Committees were then presented. A motion was duly made,
seconded and unanimously voted to accept the reports.

Pastor Danny Ovalle presented the First Church of Christ — Bradford ministry vision for
2025. The three main ministry initiatives for 2025 were put forth —continued
development of our Children’s Ministry, assisting a new church plant for Iglesia El
Camino, and providing and Open House for those attending the Haverhill Farmer’s
Market on Bradford Common. Use of the MPT (Ministry Planning Tool) was also
discussed. A motion was duly made, seconded, and unanimously voted and approved to
adjourn the 342" Annual Meeting of First Church of Christ — Bradford.

Respectfully Submitted,

Joyce Hooper
Clerk
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REPORT OF THE CLERK

The Active Membership reported as of December 31, 2024 109
There were no new members reported to the Clerk for 2025

Removed by death in 2025 -2
Jeffrey Joel Pierrce —9/13/1963 — 11/9/2025
Darlene Woodbury Shellene — 11/3/1947 — 8/22/2025

Active Membership as of December 31, 2025 107
There was one child dedication on January 5, 2025 Owen Girardi
There was one wedding on November 15, 2025 Patricia Coughlin & Tony White
Respectfully Submitted,

Joyce Hooper
Clerk
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REPORT OF THE DIACONATE

19 Egch of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s
grace in its various forms. 1! If anyone speaks, they should do so as one who speaks the very words of
God. If anyone serves, they should do so with the strength God provides, so that in all things God may
be praised through Jesus Christ. To him be the glory and the power for ever and ever. Amen.

1 Peter 4:10-11

It is truly a privilege to serve alongside such a faithful Diaconate team. | would like to personally thank
Susan Bergeron, Gil Malfatti, Marc Johnson, Marylin Crosby, Scott Higgins, Linda Caruso, and Sandi
Walker for their service to FCC throughout 2025. Whether visible or behind the scenes, your
dedication has been a blessing to our church family. Thank you for the many hours you have given and
for using your gifts so generously.

The Diaconate’s role is one of in-reach—caring for our congregation and extending hospitality both
inside and beyond the walls of FCC. We focus on meeting the needs of our fellowship and preparing
our Sanctuary each week. It is our goal to stay connected with members and friends of FCC, working
closely with Pastor Danny, the Haseltine Fund, and other organizations to help meet those needs. In all
we do, we strive to reflect FCC as a church that shares the free and liberating Gospel of Jesus our
Savior.

Throughout the year, we have had the joy of preparing the Sanctuary for weekly worship, serving
communion on the first Sunday of each month, collecting offerings, sharing flowers as a sign of care,
praying with members of our congregation, helping where needs arise, assisting with special events,
welcoming one another during our mid-service meet and greet, and hosting coffee hour following
Sunday services—just to name a few.

This year also included both a Christmas Breakfast and a Palm Sunday Breakfast. These events are
always special, and it is a joy to see friends and family return for these traditions. We continue to
improve our use of the ministry planning tool, which helps us prepare for events, set goals, and
communicate more effectively between committees.

Children’s Ministry remains a top priority for the Diaconate. A heartfelt thank-you to Kellyanne Higgins
for leading this important ministry. We invite the congregation to prayerfully consider supporting this
work with their time and talents—many hands truly make a difference.

The Diaconate continues to support Mario and Miriam Rios as they plant Iglesia El Camino, serving
Haverhill’s Spanish-speaking community here at FCC.

We are also deeply grateful for the Flower Committee, Historical Committee, and the Children’s
Ministry Team. Your faithful service plays a vital role in caring for our congregation.

Finally, thank you to everyone who has supported and assisted the Diaconate throughout the past
year. Your willingness to help is greatly appreciated.

With God’s love and guidance,

Mawk Soucy

Senior Deacon
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REPORT OF THE MUSIC TEAM

Greetings in the name of our Lord, Savior and Redeemer, Jesus Christ!

The Music Ministry at our church has been blessed by God! Mario Rios has led worship once a
month throughout all of 2025 singing a variety of uplifting & inspiring Praise and Worship
selections. Mike & Cheryl Sperring, along with their friend Tom, joined leading worship in July
& August with Mike & Cheryl continuing in September & October. Mike and Cheryl stepped
back from leading worship due to Cheryl’s knee surgery which was scheduled at the beginning
of November. They are scheduled to lead worship once a month in 2026. Throughout 2025,
approximately 10 new Praise & Worship songs were introduced.

Spring of 2025-On our Palm Breakfast Sunday, April 13, 2025, Dave Pettigrew led our worship.
A BIG thanks to Kellyanne & Scott Higgins, Susan Bergeron, Wendy Conte, Sandi Walker, and
Ellen Soucy for rehearsing the song, Jesus Love Me, with the children during their Sunday class
time. It was a wonderful addition! Our family and friends were blessed by hearing & singing
praises while sharing a delicious breakfast spread!

In preparation of our Easter service Mario, his wife Miriam, along with our Music Team
rehearsed the song Via Dolorosa. Our Music Worship Team sang it during our Easter Service in
both English and Spanish

Summer of 2025-During the Summer of 2025, an anonymous donation allowed J & A sound
techs to revamp and update the Sanctuary sound system.

Fall of 2025-In September- Marilyn Crosby, Doreen Clark, and myself attended the Sing! 2025
Getty Conference, in Nashville, Tennessee. Included in this conference were a variety of
spiritual training sessions along with a new hardbound Sing! Hymnal, comprised of both
traditional & contemporary hymns of praise.

In November, we collaborated with Bradford Christian Academy to initiate an intern program
with Nathaniel Simmons, who will join us once a month, playing a cajon drum provided by BCA.

Winter of 2025-At our annual Christmas Sunday Breakfast, surrounded by family and friends,
we were blessed to have Mario Rios lead worship with our Worship Team singing Sacred Carols
sung in both English and Spanish.

On Christmas Eve, with the help of Wendy Conte, Robyn Toledo, Scott Higgins, and Marilyn
Crosby, two special songs were added to our Christmas Eve Service: Breath of Heaven and a
beautiful rendition of O Holy Night sung by Robyn, Scott, and Wendy.

In His Service,

Debv Potter
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REPORT OF THE CHRISTIAN OUTREACH TEAM

For | was hungry and you gave me something to eat, | was thirsty and you gave me
something to drink, | was a stranger and you invited me in, | needed clothes and you
clothed me, | was sick and you looked after me, | was in prison and you came to visit me.
... Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of
mine, you did for me. Matthew 25: 35-36,40

Thank you to all who have supported the ministries supported by our church family and
friends. Here is a summary of 2025.

We served two Monday night meals at the Citizen Center, sending funds for the
meals, bringing desserts and a group of our church family served the meals.

We continue to support the Millers in Nepal and watch the family grow in updates
they have sent us.

Richard Goswiller continues his work in Africa with Equipping Leaders, and we are
happy to contribute to his cause.

This year we have been collecting food for our food pantries, monthly, on a rotating
basis and have contributed, monetarily, to the following food pantries: Pregnancy
Care Center, Common Ground Ministries, Open Hearts, Sacred Heart Veteran’s
Outreach Center and Salvation Army.

We again made a monetary contribution for turkeys for the Thanksgiving boxes for
our area veterans through NE Veterans Outreach Center.

We opened our doors to the public for most of the 19 weeks that the Haverhill
Farmer’s Market were on the Common.

We reserved a table at the 40" Anniversary of The Pregnancy Care Center Annual
Fundraiser with more than ten members attending.

We continue to support Fostering Hope Merrimack Valley with snack packs for the
local DFC office. We, again, participated in a Sibling Ties event which brings siblings
who are not in the same home together for a fun day.

As always, we welcome your participation, questions, and ideas for future ministries

Respectfully Submitted,
Your Chwistiowmv Outireacih Teoaun
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CANDY CANE CHRISTMAS CRAFT FAIR

Our Annual Candy Cane Christmas Craft Fair was held on Saturday, November 22nd, the
weekend before Thanksgiving. Our 2026 Fair will be held on Saturday, November 14.
This year we utilized the gym with thirty-three spaces, the stage with five, the parlor
with five and the library with five. The Kid’s Room was used for lunch tables..

Our church-sponsored venues were:

We again had a church information table, located in the gym.

The Candy Cane Bakery and Sweet Shop which was positioned in front of the kitchen
where an assortment of cookies, cakes, breads and squares could be found. We again
had fudge and bark to round out our shop.

The hallway was busy with the Raffle Table and Special Raffle of various gift card
totaling $S400.

Back by popular demand was our Candy Cane Café, serving a sandwich lunch.

Vendor Income $1,875.00
Bake Table S 492.00
Café S 249.00
Raffles $1,058.00
Special Raffles S 660.00
Donation S 100.00
Other S 141.00
Total Income $4,575.00
Expenses S 620.70
Profit $3,954.30

Again, as in years past, the success of our fair was made possible by the many in our
church family who came together to decorate, bake, worked the day of the Fair, to greet
our guests, provide PR through television Facebook Event and many Facebook
communities. Thank you all for your love and devotion.

Respectfully submitted,

Mawilyn Crosby
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REPORT OF THE PROPERTY TEAM

| would like to thank our property team Sue Bergeron, Joyce LaRosa, and Peter Mills.

The oven was repaired on the range and was used at Christmas breakfast. The heating
system was updated with self bleeders that eliminated cold spots on the system. Boilers
were serviced and pressure valves replaced. The occupation permit was approved after
5 separate inspections.

We acquired new volleyball equipment. The C3VB group using it seems to run a
professional club. We had one mishap with the installation work, which caused some
slight damage. That has been repaired and reinforced. We also added straps similar to
the old system.

A new combination lock was installed on the back gym door, allowing a dedicated
entrance exit for gym usage. Mike Fay had 3 productions in the gym this year.

The cell tower was updated in January. Old equipment was removed and replaced. This
year will require maintenance and updating to the gym and building exterior.

Thank you,

Mowc Johwmsonw

Property Committee Chairperson
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REPORT OF THE FINANCE TEAM

As we prepare to celebrate the 250" anniversary of the founding of the United States
we need to take time to fully appreciate that the church we have been called to serve
was established almost 100 years before the creation of America. We have been
preceded by generations of dedicated parishioners, people willing to serve their God
and neighbors to the best of their abilities.

It is with that in mind that it is often necessary to develop new ways of dealing with
changing times. FCCB continues to face financial issues and as a result some of the
church communities are working to create cost saving measures to ensure their budget
moneys are used most wisely.

The Property Committee has proposed instituting a new rental fees structure to bring
FCCB into alignment with other facilities. Christian Outreach has temporarily suspended
some of its various sponsorships focusing on more local endeavors. Finally, Diaconate
and the Flower Committee are considering utilizing the talents and existing resources
available at the church to create lovely long-lasting decorations.

The members of the Finance Committee would like to express our sincere thanks to all
the members and committees that have served and continue to dedicate their time,
treasures and talents to FCCB.

Respectfully submitted by:
Jeanwnie Terwney

Chair of Finance Committee FCCB
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REPORT OF THE HASELTINE FUND

NO REPORT RECEIVED AT THE TIME OF PRINTING

Respectfully Submitted,
Suson Bergeronw and Mawtho Kelleher

Trustees
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REPORT OF THE NOMINATING TEAM

2026 OFFICERS AND MINISTRY TEAMS

Pastor: Daniel A. Ovalle Moderator: Marilyn Crosby Clerk: Joyce Hooper
Treasurer: Linda Caruso Asst. Treasurer: Peter Mills
Financial Secretary: Linda Caruso  Asst. Financial Secretary: Sandi Walker

EXECUTIVE TEAM

Pastor: Daniel A. Ovalle Moderator: Marilyn Crosby Clerk: Joyce Hooper
Chairpersons of: (Voted at first Team Meeting)

Deaconate: Finance: Property:

STANDING TEAM

Pastor: Daniel A. Ovalle Moderator: Clerk: Joyce Hooper
Chairpersons of: (To be voted on at first committee meeting)

Christian Outreach: Deaconate:
Finance: Music:

Property:

DEACONATE (9) (3 Openings)
Marilyn Crosby Gil Malfatti Marc Johnson Linda Caruso
Mark Soucy Scott Higgins

CHRISTIAN OUTREACH (6) (2 Openings)
Steve Ovalle Marilyn Crosby Joyce Hooper Linda Caruso
Jeannie Tenney

FINANCE (4) (2 Openings) (Treasurer & Financial Secretary, Asst Treasurer are Ex Officio)

Linda Caruso (Treasurer, Financial Secretary) Peter Mills (Asst Treasurer)

Sandi Walker (Asst Financial Secretary)

Scott Higgins Jeannie Tenney

MUSIC (3) Sandi Walker Wendy Conte Scott Higgins

(Deb Potter: Music Worship Leader)

PROPERTY (4) Susan Bergeron Marc Johnson Joyce LaRosa
Peter Mills

UNOFFICIAL TEAMS not on Standing, By-Laws (Article 9, Section 1.A)
HISTORIANS: Barron Tenney FLOWERS: Joyce LaRosa — Susan Bergeron
SCHOLARSHIP (2): Nancy Esty — Peter Mills (Transition to Trustees in 2025)
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2025 MOMENTS IN TIME
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NOTES AND QUESTIONS
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First Church of Christ ~ Bradford

10 Church Street

Bradford, MA 01835
T: (978) 374-1114
E: office(@fccbeadford.org

W: www.fccbradford.org
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