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First Church of Christ ~ Bradford                                        

10 Church St Bradford, MA 01835                                                            

(978) 374-1114                                                                           

www.fccbradford.org  
  

Membership Covenant Application  

  

Thank you for your interest in becoming a member of The First Church of Christ, Bradford.  To 

begin with we want to express to you several things about us to help you understand where we 

are coming from in this subject of Membership.  

  

First, membership covenant in a local congregation is God’s idea. And since it is God’s idea, 

we can learn from His word, the Bible, what His covenant is with us through Jesus Christ, and 

what our covenant is to look like with one another. God is committed to us in the love of His Son 

no matter what! We are to know this love and reflect His love to one another.  This is God’s 

wonderful design for His people!  

  

Second, we take membership joyfully serious. In this day in age of shallow commercial jingles 

and healthy-relationship starvation, we desire to become friends who understand what it means 

to be in common-unity with our Lord Jesus Christ and each other, to lock arms together in a 

common cause, to commit ourselves to our God and one another in Christian love & mission.    

We want to learn to be great friends!  

  

Third, we are aware that none of us is perfect, but God alone. Human friendship is one broken 

person, in community with another broken person, living together in a broken world, but with a 

Faithful God! We are all in the process of learning and growing. We realize that there are always 

3 sides to every relational problem: yours, mine & the truth. Therefore, we want to commit 

ourselves to our relationships and to learn in them and from them.  We are convinced that God 

will help us, especially when things are tough!  

  

We understand that we need our Lord & Savior Jesus Christ, and we need each other. He did not 

design the Body of Christ so that we can live in isolation from one another. Truly God has 

designed the body to demonstrate that our walk with God is a community project.  

  

This application process is a two-way street of getting better acquainted. Included the following:  

• Application  

• FCC Articles of Faith / Membership Covenant  

• Article: “Why You Should Join A Church”  

• About FCC / By-Laws  

 

Warmly,  
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Pastor Danny Ovalle & The FCC Family                                                                                        

First Church of Christ ~ Bradford                                        

10 Church St Bradford, MA 01835                                                            

(978) 374-1114                                                                           
www.fccbradford.org  

  

  

Membership Application  

  

Date:______________________________  

  

Name:__________________________________________________________________   

  

Address:________________________________________________________________  

  

Phone:__________________________________cell:____________________________  

  

e-mail:__________________________________________________________________  

  

  

GENERAL  

Are you a Christian? ________  

  

How long have you been a Christian? __________  

  

In a few sentences, how did you become a Christian?  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________  

  

  

Have you ever been baptized? If YES, where / when? How was this done: sprinkling as an infant 

/ full immersion? _______________________________________________________________  

  

If you are transferring your membership from a previous church, please provide a letter of 

transfer / contact information:  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________  

  

http://www.fccbradford.org/
http://www.fccbradford.org/
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In your opinion, what is church membership?  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________  

   

Why do you desire to become a member of FCC?  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________  

  

THEOLOGY  

In a few sentences, what is “the gospel”?  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________  

  

What do you consider as the essential & basic Christian teachings?  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________  

 

GIFTING  

What are your areas of giftedness, strengths & interests?   

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________   
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VISION  

Describe what you see God doing in/with/through this fellowship of Believers that attracts your 

interest to become a member?  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________  

  

OTHER  

Do you have any questions for the leadership of FCC?  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________  

  

Do you have any prayer needs or anything you would like information about?  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________  

  

Please tell us something about you: interests/hobbies/degrees/field of employment/fun-facts...  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________  

  

Signature:_________________________________________Date:__________________  

  

  

Comments / Questions from Pastor & Deacon(s):  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________  

  

  



 

ARTICLES OF FAITH 

1. There is one only living and true God, the Creator, Preserver and Governor of the 

Universe; a Being self-existent, independent and unchangeable; infinite in power, 

wisdom, holiness, justice, goodness and truth. 

2. The Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments were written by holy men as they were 

moved by the Holy Ghost, and are an infallible rule of faith and practice. 

3. God exists as revealed in the Scriptures, in three persons, the Father, the Son and the 

Holy Ghost; and these three are one God, the same in substance, equal in power and 

glory. 

4. God made all things for himself, and governs them according to the counsel of His 

own will; the principles and administration of His government being perfectly holy, 

just and good. 

5. The first human pair were made upright, and constituted the general representatives of 

the whole human family; but they sinned against God by eating of the forbidden fruit, 

and in consequence of their apostasy all their descendants are alienated from God and 

opposed to his law, till renewed by the Holy Spirit. 

6. The only Redeemer is the Lord Jesus Christ, who being God as well as man, has 

made atonement for sin, in view of which pardon is freely offered to all, and God can 

be just and the justifier of him that believeth in Jesus. 

7. Repentance towards God and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ is the immediate 

duty of every sinner; and they who are effectually called by the Holy Spirit, and 

accept of salvation, will be preserved to God’s eternal kingdom of glory in heaven. 

8. Under the christian dispensation, the ordinances of the church are Baptism and the 

Lord’s Supper.  Believers and households are proper subjects for baptisms; and all 

who are truly penitent and believing in Christ are proper candidates for the Lord’s 

Supper. 

9. There will be a general resurrection, both of the just and of the unjust, and a day of 

judgment in which the Lord Jesus Christ will award to every accountable creature 

according to his deeds.  The wicked will go away into everlasting punishment, but the 

righteous into life eternal. 



 

THE MEMBERSHIP COVENANT 

  In the presence of God, angels and men, you do now solemnly confess the Lord God, the 

Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, to be your God, the object of your supreme love and your 

portion forever.  You cordially acknowledge the Lord Jesus Christ in all his mediatorial offices, 

as Prophet, Priest and King, to be your only Saviour; and the Holy Ghost to be your only 

sanctifier, comforter and guide.  You humbly and cheerfully devote yourself to God in the 

everlasting covenant of his grace, consecrating all your powers and faculties, with all that you 

possess, to his service; promising through the assistance of his Spirit, that you will give diligent 

attendance on his word and ordinances, seek the honor and interest of his kingdom, and, 

henceforth, denying all ungodliness and every worldly lust, live soberly, righteously and godly in 

the world. 

  

  You also cordially join yourself to this church, as a true church of Christ, engaging to 

submit to its government and discipline, to strive earnestly for its purity, peace and enlargement, 

and to walk with its members in all charity, faithfulness and circumspection. 

  We, then, the members of this Church, receive you affectionately to our communion, 

promising you our prayers, our Christian sympathy and our love; engaging on our part also to 

walk with you in all becoming watchfulness, kindness and fidelity; hoping that you and we shall 

become more and more conformed to the example of our divine Master, till we come at last to 

the perfection of holiness in the kingdom of his glory.  AMEN. 
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Frequently asked Questions on the Subject of Church Membership:  

http://www.9marks.org/what-are-the-9marks/membership   

Introduction:                                                                                                                                            

What is church membership?  

According to the Bible, church membership is a commitment every Christian should make to 

attend, love, serve, and submit to a local church.  

Where is it in the Bible?  

Throughout Old Testament history, God made a clear distinction between his people and the 

world (see Lev. 13:46, Num. 5:3, Deut. 7:3).  

Christ says that entering the kingdom of God means being bound to the church “on earth” (Matt. 

16:16-19; 18:17-19). Where do we see the church on earth? The local church.  

The New Testament explicitly refers to some people being inside the church and some people 

beingoutside (1 Cor. 5:12-13). This is much more than a casual association.  

The church in Corinth consisted of a definite number of believers, such that Paul could speak of 

a punishment inflicted by the majority (2 Cor. 2:6).  

Not only does the New Testament speak of the reality of church membership, but its dozens of 

“one anothers” are written to local churches, which fill out our understanding of what church 

membership should practically look like.  

Why is it important?  

Biblical church membership is important because the church presents God’s witness to himself in 

the world. It displays his glory. In the church’s membership, then, non-Christians should see in 

the lives of God’s changed people that God is holy and gracious and that his gospel is powerful 

for saving and transforming sinners.  

Is church membership biblical?  

The highest moral laws in the secular west today are toleration and non-judgmentalism. The very 

ideas of inclusion and exclusion in any context make people think of elitism, xenophobia, or 

racism.  

Still, church membership is an idea with deep biblical roots:  

http://www.9marks.org/what-are-the-9marks/membership
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The garden of Eden had an inside and an outside (Gen. 2:8, 3:24).  

Noah’s ark had an inside and an outside (Gen. 7:16).  

The people of God in the wilderness had to be ceremonially clean to remain inside the camp and 

not to be cast outside (Lev. 13:46, Num. 5:3).  

The nation of Israel was to have an inside and an outside, as represented by food laws, festivals, 

political boundaries, places of worship, and even strong provisions against inter-marriage (Lev. 

11, Lev. 23, Josh. 14-21, 1 Kings 8, Deut. 7:3).  

In the New Testament, the ethnic and cultural boundary markers of the Old Testament are 

exploded. But a clear, bright line remains between those who are God’s people and those who 

are not, as indicated by their profession of faith and the visible fruit of their lives, as well as by 

the practices of baptism and the Lord’s Supper (Rom. 6:3-4, 1 Cor. 11:17-34, Gal. 3:27). 

Baptism and the Lord’s Supper are what give substance and shape to a church’s membership. 

There is an inside (those who have been baptized and are welcomed to the Lord’s table) and an 

outside (those who are not).  

In 1 Corinthians 5:12-13 Paul challenges the Corinthian church to judge those who are inside the 

church and leave judging outsiders to God. How did the Corinthians know who was in and who 

was out? They knew whom Paul was talking about because some people had formally, publicly 

identified themselves with the church in Corinth while the rest of the city had not. Those who 

had were inside the church. They were the church’s members. Those who hadn’t were not.  

Where do we see church membership in the New Testament?  

Matthew 18:15-17: "If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault…if he does not 

listen, take one or two others along with you…If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church. 

And if he refuses to listen even to the church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector.” 

The ability to exclude someone from “the church” presupposes that it’s known who belongs to 

“the church” as a member in the first place.  

Acts 5:12-13: “Now many signs and wonders were regularly done among the people by the 

hands of the apostles. And they were all together in Solomon’s Portico. None of the rest dared 

join them, but the people held them in high esteem.” So, people faced the decision of whether or 

not they would join the church in Jerusalem. This joining is more public and definite than an 

informal association.  

In 1 Timothy 5:9-12, Paul gives Timothy instructions for enrolling widows on the list of those 

receiving support from the church. He writes, “Let a widow be enrolled if she is not less than 

sixty years of age, having been the wife of one husband, and having a reputation for good 

works…” While this isn’t conclusive evidence for formal church membership, it’s tough to 
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imagine that the church in Ephesus would have kept a list of widows but not have any formal 

means of identifying everyone who belonged to the church.  

1 Corinthians 5:12-13: “For what have I to do with judging outsiders? Is it not those 

inside the church whom you are to judge? God judges those outside.” Paul called upon the 

Corinthian church to judge those who were inside the church, not those who were outside. They 

were responsible for the testimony of those who belonged to the church, not those who didn’t. 

This passage makes no sense if the Corinthian church didn’t have some public, formal means by 

which people identified themselves with the church.  

2 Corinthians 2:6: Paul writes concerning a man the Corinthian church had 

excommunicated, “For such a one, this punishment by the majority is enough, so you should 

rather turn to forgive and comfort him, or he may be overwhelmed by excessive sorrow.” This 

man’s exclusion from the church was a punishment by the majority. You can’t have a majority 

unless you have a definite set of people from which a majority is constituted.  

(Much of this material has been adapted from Michael McKinley’s article, “Church Membership 

and the NCLHGA”)  

According to Scripture, why should every Christian join a church?  

Every Christian should join a church because Scripture requires it. Granted, there is no direct 

command in Scripture that says, “Every Christian must join a local church,” but two factors in 

Scripture indicate that every Christian should be a member of a local church.  

Jesus established the church to be a public, earthly institution that would mark out, affirm, and 

oversee those who profess to believe in him (Matt. 16:18-19, 18:15-20). Jesus established the 

church to publicly declare those who belong to him in order to give the world a display of the 

good news about himself (John 17:21, 23; see also Eph. 3:10). Jesus wants the world to know 

who belongs to him and who doesn’t. And how is the world to know who belongs to him and 

who doesn’t? They are to see which people publicly identify themselves with his people in the 

visible, public institution he established for this very purpose. They’re to look at the members of 

his church. And if some people claim to be part of the universal church even though they belong 

to no local church, they reject Jesus’ plan for them and his church. Jesus intends for his people to 

be marked out as a visible, public group, which means joining together in local churches.  

Scripture repeatedly commands Christians to submit to their leaders (Heb. 13:17; 1 Thess. 

5:1213). The only way to do that is by publicly committing to be members of their flock, and 

saying in effect, “I commit to listening to your teaching, following your direction, and to 

submitting to your leadership.” There’s no way to obey the scriptural commands to submit to 

your leaders if you never actually submit to them by joining a local church.  
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What are some other reasons to join a church?  

In addition to the New Testament’s teaching that every Christian should submit to a local church 

and its leaders (see Matt. 18:15-20, Heb. 13:17), there are many other good reasons to join a 

church:  

Assure yourself. Membership is the church’s way of affirming the validity of someone’s 

profession of faith (Matt. 16:19, 18:18). The church looks at a person’s life, hears their 

explanation of the gospel and how they came to believe it, and says, “You look like a Christian to 

us. So join us. Watch over our lives and we’ll watch over yours.” So, while membership in a 

church doesn’t guarantee that someone is a Christian, it should assure believers of the 

genuineness of their faith.  

Evangelize the world. We can preach the gospel to our community and the world much better 

together than we can apart. Not only that, but as we covenant with other Christians to love, 

encourage and admonish one another, we display a living, breathing image of the gospel to the 

world.  

Expose false gospels. As the members of a church support and submit to its teaching, they 

collectively say, “This is the truth! World, pay attention!” and their unity in doing so works to 

expose corruptions and imitations of the true gospel.  

Edify the church. When we join a local church we let the pastors and other members of that 

church know that we intend to attend regularly, give faithfully, pray for the church, and serve the 

church as we have opportunity. We allow fellow believers to have greater expectations of us in 

these areas, and we hold them responsible in these ways as well. So join a church in order to 

build it up (Eph. 4:11-16). You can do far more to build up the church as a committed member 

than as a detached, autonomous attender. And it will do good to your own soul as well.  

Glorify God. Jesus told his disciples, “A new command I give you: love one another. As I have 

loved you, so you must love one another. By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if 

you love one another” (John 13:34-35, NIV). We testify to the world about what God is like by 

how we love one another—and a committed, persevering, accountable love is a far greater 

picture of God’s love than a picky-and-choosy, I’ll-only-be-involved-with-the-people-I-want 

kind of “love.” By committing to one another as members of the same church we display the 

glory of God’s love—a committed, persevering, transforming love—as we image it in our lives 

together, and so bring him glory.   

(Some of this material has been adapted from Nine Marks of a Healthy Church by Mark Dever, 

pages 151-159)  

What should be required of someone in order to join a church?  

In order to join a local church someone should be:  
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A Christian. Only someone who credibly professes faith in Christ should be a member of a 

Christian church.  

Baptized. Only those who have publicly identified with Christ and his church by baptism should 

be allowed to publicly identify with his church by membership.  

A regular attender. A church cannot oversee and affirm a person’s profession of faith if they do 

not regularly attend. Without attendance, membership is meaningless.  

Someone who confesses the same faith as the church and is willing to live as a Christian 

together with the church. A Christian should be able to affirm a church’s statement of faith and 

church covenant, if it has such documents.Only someone who agrees with the church’s stated 

beliefs and who intends to live a life marked by love for the members of that church should be 

allowed to join.  

Willing to submit to the leadership of the church. If a person isn’t willing to follow the 

church’s leaders he will inevitably stir up division and strife. It’s best for him to join a church 

whose leaders he can obey.    

The idea in all this not to be exclusive or to turn people away. The point in requiring all these 

things of prospective members is that the church is supposed to reflect God’s character to the 

world. When a church’s members are genuine, growing Christians, God’s glory is put on display 

and the gospel is commended to the world. It’s actually loving to require that church members be 

genuine Christians: it’s good for their own souls, it’s good for non-Christians, and it brings glory 

to God.  

What should a church expect from its members?  

A church should expect that its members will:  

Attend services regularly. Hebrews 10:25 commands Christians not to forsake assembling 

together. Attending services regularly is one of the basic commitments of membership and one of 

the basic ways that a church member can grow in the faith, get to know other Christians, and 

allow the church leaders to shepherd and watch over his life.  

Attend communion particularly. Members should strive to be present when Christ’s death is 

commemorated and the church’s unity is displayed in communion.  

Attend members’ meetings consistently (if the church is congregational). This is when the 

church makes decisions as a church that affect the whole church.  

Pray regularly. If your church has a membership directory, consider encouraging members to 

use it as a prayer list.  

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Hebrews%2010.25
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Give regularly. The apostle Paul writes, “One who is taught the word must share all good things 

with the one who teaches” (Gal. 6:6).  

Build relationships with other members. Being a member in a local church is like being a hand 

or an eye (1 Cor. 12:21). You can’t function without all the other parts of the body. Just as a body 

functions when each part does its job and works together with all the other members, a local 

church is built up into maturity in Christ as the members minister in an intimately interrelated 

way  (Eph. 4:15-16, 1 Cor. 12:12-26). So a church should expect that its members will build 

relationships with other members.  

Submit to the church’s leaders. The Scripture says, “Obey your leaders and submit to them, for 

they are keeping watch over your souls, as those who will have to give an account. Let them do 

this with joy and not with groaning, for that would be of no advantage to you” (Heb. 13:17).  

Serve as God gives opportunity. God has given spiritual gifts to every member of the body of 

Christ so that everyone would use his or her gifts to build up the entire body (1 Cor. 12:7). A 

church should expect that all of its members will serve the whole church as God enables.  

(Some of this material has been adapted from Nine Marks of a Healthy Church by Mark Dever, 

pages 161-163)  

What are the benefits of church membership to the Christian?  

It commits you, the Christian. It’s good to commit yourself to love and serve others. You will 

grow as a Christian as you commit to encourage, build up, strengthen, serve, rebuke, and pray for 

other Christians.  

Others are committed to you. Becoming a member of a church means joining with an entire 

group of Christians who have now covenanted to watch over you spiritually. If you’re a member 

of a church you have an entire church full of people who are publicly committed to loving you 

and serving you and watching over you.  

Elder protection. If you’re a member of a church, that church’s elders and pastors should care 

for you, pray for you, and personally counsel and teach you. As a member of their church, they 

are accountable to God for how they lead you (Heb. 13:17).  

Safety net. In his book Stop Dating the Church, Josh Harris points out that it’s comforting to 

know his church would kick him out rather than tolerate his unrepentant sin. Being a church 

member means that a whole church full of people are committed to helping you live a life that’s 

pleasing to God, even to the point of excluding you from the church if you stop repenting of sin. 

While this sounds harsh to some, to those of us who know the deceitfulness of sin, this is an 

immensely comforting and encouraging reality (Heb. 3:12).  
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Assurance. Membership is the church’s affirmation of the validity of someone’s profession of 

faith (Matt. 16:19, 18:18). The church looks at a person’s life, hears their explanation of the 

gospel and how they came to believe it, and says, “You look like a Christian to us. So join us. 

Watch over our lives and we’ll watch over yours.” So while membership in a church doesn’t 

guarantee that someone is a Christian, it should assure believers of the genuineness of their faith.  

How does a well-defined membership commend and clarify the gospel?  

A well-defined membership commends and clarifies the gospel by  

Showing the world who is a Christian and who is not. The clearer the line between Christian 

and non-Christian, the clearer the gospel will be.  

Demonstrating that the gospel is a life-transforming message. When a church is full of people 

who have been set free from slavery to sin and now are slaves of righteousness (Rom. 6:15-23), 

it will show the world that the gospel really is the power of God for the salvation of everyone 

who believes (Rom. 1:16), and that this salvation necessarily involves living a radically new life 

of holiness and obedience to God.  

Displaying the power of the gospel to unite people. When a church is composed of Christians 

who are united in faith and love, that church demonstrates that the gospel has power to unite 

people who would otherwise be divided. It also shows that the gospel is not limited to any ethnic 

or social group, but is rather a universally relevant message that calls all people to repent and 

offers eternal life to everyonewho believes in Christ.  

Isn’t the idea of membership just a modern American idea?  

Hardly.  

The ancient Romans understood each citizen to be a member of their society in the same way 

that our hands, eyes, feet, and so on are all members of our body.  

The New Testament asserts that Christians are members of one another because we are all 

members of the body of Christ (Rom. 12:5).  

The New Testament church was composed of people who had publicly joined themselves to the 

church such that Paul can assume that the Corinthian church will know who is “inside” and who 

is “outside” (1 Cor. 5:12-13).  

The church in Corinth excluded an unrepentant sinner “by the will of the majority” (2 Cor. 2:6), 

which presupposes a defined group of people, all of whom together had the right to act as a 

church.  
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Even the idea of excluding someone from the church because of unrepentant sin (see Matt. 

18:15-20, 1 Cor. 5:1-13, and 2 Cor. 2:6) presupposes that there is some defined body to which a 

person belongs. If there were no formal membership in the New Testament, then Jesus and Paul’s 

teaching about church discipline would be meaningless. If someone doesn’t formally belong, 

how can they be kicked out?  

Is church membership wrongly exclusive?  

Tolerance and inclusivity are the quintessential postmodern virtues. It seems that the only way to 

be genuinely wrong in contemporary western society is to ever exclude anyone. Contemporary 

westerners are born cherishing particular conceptions of diversity, inclusion, and tolerance.          

The problem is that all people are born sinners and therefore are excluded from the favor and 

fellowship of God. All people are born children of God’s wrath (Eph. 2:3). So before we start 

arguing about whether or not church membership is wrongly exclusive, it needs to be said that 

the Bible portrays God as excluding all of usfrom fellowship with himself because of our sin. 

And the Bible teaches that all those who do not turn from their sin and trust in Christ will 

experience not only God’s exclusion after they die, but his active punishment for their sins.      

So is church membership exclusive? In one sense, yes, of course it is. Church membership is 

intended to draw a clear, bright line between the church and the world.  

But is it wrongly exclusive? Not inherently (though right principles can be wrongly applied). 

Church membership is meant to include only Christians in order that the church would 

corporately draw a picture of the gospel it preaches. A clear distinction between the church and 

the world actually serves non-Christians by clarifying and commending the gospel. In fact a 

wrongly inclusive approach to church membership is just what non-Christians don’t need, 

because it confuses the gospel, blurs the line between Christian and non-Christian, and can even 

help deceive non-Christians into thinking they’re Christians when their lives demonstrate no fruit 

of having turned from their sin and trusted in Christ.                                                                       

This FAQ is taken from 9Marks Ministries: http://www.9marks.org/what-are-

the9marks/membership http://www.9marks.org/answers-for-church-members/membership   
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                      First Church of Christ ~ Bradford 
10 Church St Bradford, MA 01835                                                            

(978) 374-1114                                                                           

www.fccbradford.org  
 

About FCC  

 “Connecting God’s inexhaustible grace to an exhausted world  

through the finished work of Jesus Christ!” 
 

Rooted in the Bible…  

First Church of Christ acknowledges as its sole Head, Jesus Christ, and holds 

as truth the doctrine of the Trinity:  God as Father and Creator, Jesus as the 

Son and Savior, and the Holy Spirit as Guide and Comforter. It further 

acknowledges as kindred in Christ all who share this confession.  It adheres 

to the Word of God in Scriptures and in the direction of the Holy Spirit to 

prosper its redemptive mission in the world.    
  

Connected to the Past…  

It claims as its own the faith of the historic Church expressed in the ancient 

creeds and reclaimed in the basic insights of the Protestant Reformers.    
  

Relevant in the Present…  

It accepts the responsibility to make this faith its own in the reality of 

worship and in the expression of its mission and ministry locally and into the 

world.  In accordance with the teachings of Jesus, it recognizes two 

sacraments:  Baptism and Holy Communion. Its very existence is to serve 

God by providing all people an opportunity for Christian worship, education, 

fellowship, pastoral care and mission within the spirit of Christian love.  
  

Hopeful for the Future…  

By the grace of God, we are not what we used to be, not what we will be, but 

are being transformed into the image and likeness of our Lord & Savior 

Jesus Christ, day by day, and from one degree of glory to another, until the  

blessed hope of the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ!                                                             
  

 ~ FCC Statement of Faith (By-Laws: Article 4, Section 1.A).   

  

http://www.fccbradford.org/
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