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New City Catechism Guide 

Week 1 

 
 
 

Q1: What is our only hope in life and death? 
 
A1: That we are not our own1 but belong, body and soul, both in life and death2, 

to God and to our Savior Jesus Christ.3 
 
S: For none of us lives to himself, and none of us dies to himself. For if we live, 

we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord. So then, whether we live 
or whether we die, we are the Lord's. (Romans 14:7-8) 

 
1. Psalm 24:1-2. The earth is the Lord's and the fullness thereof, the world and those who 

dwell therein, for he has founded it upon the seas and established it upon the rivers. 
 

1 Corinthians 6:19-20. Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy 
Spirit within you, whom you have from God? You are not your own, for you were 
bought with a price. So glorify God in your body. 

 
2. Romans 14:7-9. For none of us lives to himself, and none of us dies to himself. For if 

we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord. So then, whether we live 
or whether we die, we are the Lord's. For to this end Christ died and lived again, that he 
might be Lord both of the dead and of the living. 

 
3. 1 Corinthians 3:23. And you are Christ's, and Christ is God's. 
 

Colossians 3:1-4. If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are 
above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on things that 
are above, not on things that are on earth. For you have died, and your life is hidden 
with Christ in God. When Christ who is your life appears, then you also will appear with 
him in glory. 

 
Titus 2:14. Who gave himself for us to redeem us from all lawlessness and to purify for 
himself a people for his own possession who are zealous for good works. 
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Memory Activity 
 

Write the question on one side of an index card and the answer on the other. Use 
these as flash cards throughout the week to memorize the question and answer. 
 
 

Teaching Activity 
 

Younger. Play the song All Creatures of Our God and King. As the song plays, instruct 
your child to draw a picture of all the different things that God has created. 
Afterward, discuss how since God created all things that all things belong to Him. 
 
Older. Develop a list of eight to twelve things that are a significant part of your 
child’s daily life (i.e. school, family, television, sports, toys, friends, music, etc.). Place 
these photos around the house (i.e. photo of school where your child’s backpack is, 
television in the living room, etc.). After reading the catechism question and answer, 
walk through the house stopping at each photo. Ask the child how belonging to God 
affects how they should use or interact with/in the various aspects of their lives. After 
discussing each photo, ask them how belonging to God makes a difference in their 
daily lives. 
 
 

Discussion 
 

What are some things we can put our hope in? (or Who can we trust?) 
 

Why is hope in Christ better than any other hope? 
 

What does it mean that we belong to God and to Jesus? 
 

How should this hope change how we live on a daily basis? 
 
 



 

 

 

New City Catechism Guide 

Week 2 

 
 
 

Q2: What is God? 
 
A2: God is the creator and sustainer of everyone and everything.1 He is eternal,2 

infinite,2 and unchangeable3 in his power4 and perfection,5 goodness6 and 
glory,7 wisdom,8 justice,9 and truth.10 Nothing happens except through him and 
by his will.11 

 
S: There is none like you among the gods, O Lord, nor are there any works like 

yours. All the nations you have made shall come and worship before you, O 
Lord, and shall glorify your name. For you are great and do wondrous things; 
you alone are God…But you, O Lord, are a God merciful and gracious, slow to 
anger and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness. (Psalm 86:8-10 & 15) 

 
1. Colossians 1:16-17. For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and 

invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created through 
him and for him. And he is before all things, and in him all things hold together. See also 
Genesis 1:1, Job 33:4, Acts 14:17, 1 Corinthians 8:6, Hebrews 1:3, and Revelation 4:11 

2. Psalm 90:2. Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever you had formed the earth and the 
world, from everlasting to everlasting you are God.  

3. Malachi 3:6. For I the Lord do not change; therefore you, O children of Jacob, are not 
consumed. 

4. Psalm 147:5. Great is our Lord, and abundant in power; his understanding is beyond measure. 
5. Matthew 5:48. You therefore must be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect. 
6. Exodus 34:6. The Lord passed before him and proclaimed, “The Lord, the Lord, a God 

merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness...” 
7. Acts 7:2. And Stephen said: “Brothers and fathers, hear me. The God of glory appeared to our 

father Abraham when he was in Mesopotamia, before he lived in Haran…” 
8. Romans 11:33-34. Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How 

unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable his ways! “For who has known the mind of 
the Lord, or who has been his counselor?” 

9. Deuteronomy 32:4. The Rock, his work is perfect, for all his ways are justice. A God of 
faithfulness and without iniquity, just and upright is he. 

10. Titus 1:2. In hope of eternal life, which God, who never lies, promised before the ages began. 
11. Psalm 103:19. The Lord has established his throne in the heavens, and his kingdom rules over 

all.  
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Memory Activity 
 

Write the question and answer on a whiteboard or piece of paper. Each day erase 
three or four words and put blanks in their place. Have your children read the 
question and answer each day replacing the blanks with the correct missing words. 
 
 

Teaching Activity 
 

Define key words from the full answer (i.e. creator, sustainer, eternal, infinite, glory, 
wisdom, justice, and truth). Discuss what each attribute teaches about God. 
 
 

Discussion 
 

How does this answer differ from the way God is viewed in our culture? 

Why is what we believe about God and His characteristics important for our daily 
lives? 

What are some other characteristics of God not listed in the catechism answer? 

 



 

 

New City Catechism Guide 

Week 3 

 
 
 

Q3: How many persons are there in God? 
 
A3: There are three persons in the one true and living God: the Father, the 

Son, and the Holy Spirit. They are the same in substance, equal in power and 
glory.1 

 
S: The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all. (2 Corinthians 13:14) 
 

Deuteronomy 6:4. Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one.  

Matthew 3:16-17. And when Jesus was baptized, immediately he went up from the water, and 
behold, the heavens were opened to him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and 
coming to rest on him; and behold, a voice from heaven said, “This is my beloved Son, with whom 
I am well pleased.” 

Matthew 28:19. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

John 1:1. In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 

John 10:30. I and the Father are one. 

John 17:5. And now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had with you 
before the world existed. 

Acts 5:3-4. But Peter said, “Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and to 
keep back for yourself part of the proceeds of the land? While it remained unsold, did it not remain 
your own? And after it was sold, was it not at your disposal? Why is it that you have contrived this 
deed in your heart? You have not lied to man but to God.” 

Romans 9:5. To them belong the patriarchs, and from their race, according to the flesh, is the 
Christ, who is God over all, blessed forever. Amen. 

1 Corinthians 8:6. Yet for us there is one God, the Father, from whom are all things and for 
whom we exist, and one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all things and through whom we 
exist. 

2 Corinthians 13:14. The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

Colossians 2:9. For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily. 
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Memory Activity 
 

Write each word of the question and answer on a different index card. Then mix up 
the index cards. Instruct the children to put the words of the question and answer in 
the correct order. 
 
 

Teaching Activity 
 

Use a concordance or on-line Bible website (i.e. www.biblegateway.com or 
www.blueletterbible.org) to look up passages about God the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit. Make a list of similarities and differences for each member of the Trinity. 
Discuss areas of similarity and point out that the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit 
are all equally God. Discuss areas of contrast and point out that though each is equal, 
each also has its own unique responsibilities and personhood. 
 
 

Discussion Questions 
 

Why is the Trinity an important Christian belief? 
 

What can we learn about God from the fact that He exists in relationships? 
 

How would you respond to someone who says that Christians believe in three Gods? 
 



 

 

New City Catechism Guide 

Week 4 

 
 
 

Q4: How and why did God create us? 
 
A4: God created us male and female in his own image1 to know him, love him, 

live with him, and glorify him. And it is right that we who were created by 
God should live to his glory.2 

 
S: So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; 

male and female he created them. (Genesis 1:27) 
 

1. Genesis 1:27. So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created 
him; male and female he created them. 

Matthew 19:4. He answered, “Have you not read that he who created them from the 
beginning made them male and female.  

Colossians 3:10. And have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge 
after the image of its creator. 

Ephesians 4:24. And to put on the new self, created after the likeness of God in true 
righteousness and holiness. 

2. 1 Corinthians 10:31. So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the 
glory of God. 
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Memory Activity 
 

Write the question and answer on a whiteboard or piece of paper. Erase 2-3 letters 
from each word and instruct the child to write in the missing letters. Repeat this 
exercise three or four days throughout the week, each day erasing a different grouping 
of letters. 
 
 

Teaching Activity 
 

Instruct children to draw an image of themselves. Discuss how the image is a 
representation of who they are and how we are the image of God. 
 
 

Discussion Questions 
 

Read 2 Corinthians 3:18. How do we reflect God's glory according to 2 Corinthians 
3:18? What can you do practically to pursue this transformation? 
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Week 5 

 
 
 

Q5: What else did God create? 
 
A5: God created all things by his powerful Word, and all his creation was very 

good; everything flourished under his loving rule. 
 
S: And God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it was very good. And 

there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day. (Genesis 1:31) 
 

Genesis 1:1. In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. 

Psalm 33:6, 9. By the word of the Lord the heavens were made, and by the breath of his 
mouth all their host… For he spoke, and it came to be; he commanded, and it stood firm.  

Hebrews 11:3. By faith we understand that the universe was created by the word of God, 
so that what is seen was not made out of things that are visible.  

Revelation 4:11. Worthy are you, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and 
power, for you created all things, and by your will they existed and were created. 
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Memory Activity 
 

Instruct your child to come up with an action for each of the key words (i.e. God, 
created, all things, etc). Then recite the memory verse using the actions. 
 
 

Teaching Activity 
 

Take a Nature Walk. Take the family outside the house on a nature walk or to the 
zoo. Look at different aspects of creation (trees, animals, sky, stars, etc.) and discuss 
how God made each of them. Families can also make a list of all the things they see 
that God made. 
 
Listen to a Song. Listen to the song, This is My Father’s World. As child listen, instruct 
them to draw different things that God made. Discuss their drawing and point out 
that God made everything in the world. 
 
 

Discussion Questions 
 

How does creation point us to God the creator? 
 
Does looking at creation make you think more about God? If so, how? 
 
How should knowing that God created everything change how we live in this world? 
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Week 6 

 
 
 

Q6: How can we glorify God? 
 
A6: We glorify God by enjoying him, loving him, trusting him, and by obeying 

his will, commands, and law.1 
 
S: You shall therefore love the Lord your God and keep his charge, his statutes, 

his rules, and his commandments always. (Deuteronomy 11:1) 
 

Deuteronomy 11:1. You shall therefore love the Lord your God and keep his charge, his 
statutes, his rules, and his commandments always. 

Psalm 73:25-26. Whom have I in heaven but you? And there is nothing on earth that I 
desire besides you. My flesh and my heart may fail, but God is the strength of my heart 
and my portion forever. 

Psalm 86:9, 12. All the nations you have made shall come and worship before you, O 
Lord, and shall glorify your name… I give thanks to you, O Lord my God, with my whole 
heart, and I will glorify your name forever. 

1 Corinthians 6:20. For you were bought with a price. So glorify God in your body. 

1 Corinthians 10:31. So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory 
of God. 

Romans 11:36. For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be glory 
forever. Amen. 
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Memory Activity 
 

Provide your child with a piece of paper and some markers or colored pencils. 
Instruct them to write out the catechism question and answer. Instruct them to select 
a few key words and decorate those words to emphasize the key ideas. After a few 
minutes ask them to turn the paper over and recite the question and answer. 
 
 

Teaching Activity 
 

Ideas for Teaching. John Piper shares a few ideas for teaching our children about the 
glory of God in God’s Glory Illustrated — for Kids, available at 
https://www.desiringgod.org/interviews/god-s-glory-illustrated-for-kids. 
 
 

Discussion Questions 
 

Deuteronomy 11:1 begins with the word 'therefore.' Read chapter 10. What is the 
context of this verse? What is the reason for the command? 
 
Deuteronomy 11:1 says that our motivation to obey God should be love. What are 
some other possible motivations for obedience? What is wrong with these other 
motivations? Why should love be our motivation? 
 
How does our experience of what God has done motivate us to love Him and obey 
Him? 
 
 

Review Tip 
 

Shuffle the order of the questions when reviewing past catechism answers. Retrieving 
and reciting the catechism questions and answers in a different order each time will 
help the child move the questions and answers from short-term memory to long-term 
memory. 
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Week 7 

 
 
 

Q7: What does the law of God require? 
 
A7: Personal, perfect, and perpetual obedience;1 that we love God with all our 

heart, soul, mind, and strength;2 and love our neighbor as ourselves.3 
What God forbids should never be done and what God commands should 
always be done. 

 
S: And he said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and 

with all your soul and with all your mind.  This is the great and first 
commandment. And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.  On these two commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets.” 
(Matthew 22:37-40) 

 
1. Deuteronomy 29:29. The secret things belong to the Lord our God, but the things that are 

revealed belong to us and to our children forever, that we may do all the words of this law. 

1 Samuel 15:22. And Samuel said, “Has the Lord as great delight in burnt offerings and 
sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the Lord? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to 
listen than the fat of rams.  

Ecclesiastes 12:13. The end of the matter; all has been heard. Fear God and keep his 
commandments, for this is the whole duty of man.  

Psalm 119:4. You have commanded your precepts to be kept diligently.  

Micah 6:8. He has told you, O man, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you 
but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?  

Romans 1:1-2. I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your 
bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. Do 
not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by 
testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect. 

1 John 5:2-3. By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and 
obey his commandments. For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments. And 
his commandments are not burdensome. 

2. Deuteronomy 6:5. You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your 
soul and with all your might. 

3. Leviticus 19:18. You shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge against the sons of your own 
people, but you shall love your neighbor as yourself: I am the Lord.  
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Memory Activity 
 

Write the question and answer on a roll of paper. Instruct the child read each word as 
it is unrolled. Reroll the paper and unroll the paper again but instruct the child to try 
and say each word before the word is unrolled. 
 
 

Teaching Activity 
 

Read Matthew 22:37-40. Discus how we can love God with our heart, soul, might, 
and mind. Instruct your child to draw a picture that shows how we can love God with 
our heart, another for our mind, another for our might, and another for our soul. 
Afterward, discuss how we can love our neighbor. Instruct your child to draw a 
picture showing something we can do this week to love our neighbor. 
 
 

Discussion Questions 
 

Read 1 John 2:3-5. These verse link love for God with obedience. How is obedience a 
sign of our love for God? 
 
How does God's grace and our obedience work together? 
 
Read Matthew 22:37-40. What are some ways we can love God with all of our heart? 
Soul? Might? Mind? 
 
What are some ways we can love our neighbors this week? 
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Week 8 

 
 
 

Q8: What is the law of God stated in the Ten Commandments?1 
 
A8: You shall have no other gods before me. You shall not make for yourself 

an idol in the form of anything in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in 
the waters below—you shall not bow down to them or worship them. You 
shall not misuse the name of the LORD your God. Remember the 
Sabbath day by keeping it holy. Honor your father and your mother. You 
shall not murder. You shall not commit adultery. You shall not steal. You 
shall not give false testimony. You shall not covet.2 

 
S: You shall have no other gods before me. (Exodus 20:3) 
 

1. Exodus 20:1-17 and Deuteronomy 5:6-21. 
2. Exodus 20:3. You shall have no other gods before me. 

Deuteronomy 10:4. And he wrote on the tablets, in the same writing as before, the Ten 
Commandments that the Lord had spoken to you on the mountain out of the midst of 
the fire on the day of the assembly. And the Lord gave them to me. 

Matthew 19:17-19. And he said to him, “Why do you ask me about what is good? There 
is only one who is good. If you would enter life, keep the commandments.” He said to 
him, “Which ones?” And Jesus said, “You shall not murder, You shall not commit 
adultery, You shall not steal, You shall not bear false witness, Honor your father and 
mother, and, You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 

Matthew 22:36-40. “Teacher, which is the great commandment in the Law?” And he 
said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul 
and with all your mind. This is the great and first commandment. And a second is like it: 
You shall love your neighbor as yourself. On these two commandments depend all the 
Law and the Prophets.” 

Luke 10:25-28. And behold, a lawyer stood up to put him to the test, saying, “Teacher, 
what shall I do to inherit eternal life?” He said to him, “What is written in the Law? How 
do you read it?” And he answered, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your 
heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind, and your 
neighbor as yourself.” And he said to him, “You have answered correctly; do this, and 
you will live.” 
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Memory Activity 
 

Play the Question 8 song (available on the app or a link is available at 
www.fellowshipjoplin.org/catechism). Listen to the song two to three times and then 
instruct the children sing the song without the music. 
 
 

Teaching Activity 
 

Learn Hand Motions for the Ten Commandments. There are many different videos 
on YouTube showing various hand motions for learning the Ten Commandments. 
Find video and a set of motions you like and work throughout the week to learn the 
motions. 
 
 

Discussion Questions 
 

D.L. Moody says the law shows us "ourselves and our true colors." How does the Ten 
Commandments show us who we really are? How can we use that to remind 
ourselves of the gospel everyday? 
 
Read Romans 5:19. What are the two acts being discussed in this passage? What does 
this teach us about obedience to the Ten Commandments? 
 
How does Jesus’ obedience give hope to those who break God's law? 
 
What can we learn about God's character from each of the Ten Commandments? 
Spend some time this week praising God for each of these characteristics? 
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Week 9 

 
 
 

Q9: What does God require in the first, second, and third commandments? 
 
A9: First, that we know and trust God as the only true and living God.1 Second, 

that we avoid all idolatry and do not worship God improperly.2 Third, that 
we treat God’s name with fear and reverence, honoring also his Word and 
works.3 

 
S: You shall fear only the Lord your God; and you shall worship Him and swear 

by His name. You shall not follow other gods, any of the gods of the peoples 
who surround you. (Deuteronomy 6:13–14) 

 
1. Joshua 24:15. And if it is evil in your eyes to serve the Lord, choose this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your 

fathers served in the region beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you dwell. But as for me and my 
house, we will serve the Lord. 
Deuteronomy 26:17. You have declared today that the Lord is your God, and that you will walk in his ways, and keep his 
statutes and his commandments and his rules, and will obey his voice. 
1 Chronicles 28:9. And you, Solomon my son, know the God of your father and serve him with a whole heart and with a 
willing mind, for the Lord searches all hearts and understands every plan and thought. If you seek him, he will be found by 
you, but if you forsake him, he will cast you off forever. 
Matthew 4:10. Then Jesus said to him, “Be gone, Satan! For it is written, “‘You shall worship the Lord your God and him 
only shall you serve.’” 

2. Deuteronomy 12:32. Everything that I command you, you shall be careful to do. You shall not add to it or take from it. 
Deuteronomy 32:46. He said to them, “Take to heart all the words by which I am warning you today, that you may 
command them to your children, that they may be careful to do all the words of this law.” 
Psalm 16:4. The sorrows of those who run after another god shall multiply; their drink offerings of blood I will not pour out 
or take their names on my lips. 
Matthew 28:20. Teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of 
the age. 

3. Deuteronomy 28:58-59. If you are not careful to do all the words of this law that are written in this book, that you may fear 
this glorious and awesome name, the Lord your God, then the Lord will bring on you and your offspring extraordinary 
afflictions, afflictions severe and lasting, and sicknesses grievous and lasting. 
Deuteronomy 32:1-4. Give ear, O heavens, and I will speak, and let the earth hear the words of my mouth. May my teaching 
drop as the rain, my speech distill as the dew, like gentle rain upon the tender grass, and like showers upon the herb. For I 
will proclaim the name of the Lord; ascribe greatness to our God! “The Rock, his work is perfect, for all his ways are justice. 
A God of faithfulness and without iniquity, just and upright is he.” 
Job:36:24. Remember to extol his work, of which men have sung. 
Psalm 29:2. Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name; worship the Lord in the splendor of holiness. 
Psalm 111:9. He sent redemption to his people; he has commanded his covenant forever. Holy and awesome is his name! 
Psalm 138:2. I bow down toward your holy temple and give thanks to your name for your steadfast love and your 
faithfulness, for you have exalted above all things your name and your word. 
Matthew 6:9. Pray then like this: “Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. 
Revelation 4:8. And the four living creatures, each of them with six wings, are full of eyes all around and within, and day and 
night they never cease to say, “Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God Almighty, who was and is and is to come!” 
Revelation 15:3-4. And they sing the song of Moses, the servant of God, and the song of the Lamb, saying, “Great and 
amazing are your deeds, O Lord God the Almighty! Just and true are your ways, O King of the nations! Who will not fear, O 
Lord, and glorify your name? For you alone are holy. All nations will come and worship you, for your righteous acts have 
been revealed.”  
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Memory Activity 
 

Instruct the children to come up with one key word for each of the first three 
commandments and remember that key word. Instruct them read through each 
commandment emphasizing the key word. Then give them each key word and have 
them recite the commandment upon hearing the key word. 
 
 

Teaching Activity 
 

Download and print several different images of ancient idols (i.e. golden calf, Artemis, 
Shiva, Shango) and several modern idols (i.e. money, sports, friends, technology, etc). 
Begin by showing the images of the ancient idols and explain how people used to 
worship these false gods. Afterward, show the images of the modern idols and explain 
that while most people in America do not worship literal idols, they do worship the 
false gods within our culture. As you show each picture, ask how people might 
worship each item. Finish by explaining that we are to worship God only and worship 
Him only in the ways that He has commanded us to worship Him. 
 
 

Discussion Questions 
 

Read Proverbs 1:7. How is the fear of God different from 'fear' as we usually use that 
word? 
 
What are some idols in our culture? How can we know if something in our life is 
becoming an idol? 
 
What are some ways we can use God's name carelessly? 
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Week 10 

 
 
 

Q10: What does God require in the fourth and fifth commandments? 
 
A10: Fourth, that on the Sabbath day we spend time in public and private 

worship of God, rest from routine employment, serve the Lord and others, 
and so anticipate the eternal Sabbath.1 Fifth, that we love and honor our 
father and our mother, submitting to their godly discipline and direction.2 

 
S: You shall keep my Sabbaths and reverence my sanctuary: I am the Lord. 

(Leviticus 19:30) 
 

1. Genesis 2:2-3. And on the seventh day God finished his work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh 
day from all his work that he had done. So God blessed the seventh day and made it holy, because on it God 
rested from all his work that he had done in creation. 
Exodus 20:8-11. Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days you shall labor and do all your work, but 
the seventh day is a sabbath of the Lord your God; in it you shall not do any work, you or your son or your 
daughter, your male or your female servant or your cattle or your sojourner who stays with you. For in six days 
the Lord made the heavens and the earth, the sea and all that is in them, and rested on the seventh day; 
therefore the Lord blessed the sabbath day and made it holy. 
Deuteronomy 5:12. Observe the sabbath day to keep it holy, as the Lord your God commanded you. 
Isaiah 56:2, 4, 6-7. Blessed is the man who does this, and the son of man who holds it fast, who keeps the 
Sabbath, not profaning it, and keeps his hand from doing any evil… For thus says the Lord: “To the eunuchs 
who keep my Sabbaths, who choose the things that please me and hold fast my covenant… And the foreigners 
who join themselves to the Lord, to minister to him, to love the name of the Lord, and to be his servants, 
everyone who keeps the Sabbath and does not profane it, and holds fast my covenant—these I will bring to my 
holy mountain, and make them joyful in my house of prayer; their burnt offerings and their sacrifices will be 
accepted on my altar; for my house shall be called a house of prayer for all peoples.”  
Hebrews 4:9-11. So then, there remains a Sabbath rest for the people of God, for whoever has entered God's 
rest has also rested from his works as God did from his. Let us therefore strive to enter that rest, so that no one 
may fall by the same sort of disobedience.  

2. Exodus 20:12. Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be prolonged in the land which the 
Lord your God gives you. 
Exodus 21:17. Whoever curses his father or his mother shall be put to death. 
Leviticus 19:32. You shall stand up before the gray head and honor the face of an old man, and you shall fear 
your God: I am the Lord.  
Deuteronomy 5:16. Honor your father and your mother, as the Lord your God has commanded you, that your 
days may be prolonged and that it may go well with you on the land which the Lord your God gives you. 
Proverbs 1:8. Hear, my son, your father's instruction, and forsake not your mother's teaching. Romans 13:1. Let 
every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from God, and those that 
exist have been instituted by God. 
Ephesians 6:1-3. Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. “Honor your father and mother” 
(this is the first commandment with a promise), “that it may go well with you and that you may live long in the 
land.”  
Colossians 3:20. Children, obey your parents in everything, for this pleases the Lord.   
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Memory Activity 
 

Have everyone in the family sit in a circle. Read the catechism question and answer 
one word at a time rotating clockwise through the circle. 
 
 

Teaching Activity 
 

Download and print several pictures of fictional parents and children (i.e. Belle and 
Maurice from Beauty and the Beast, Marlin and Nemo from Finding Nemo, King Agnarr 
and Elsa from Frozen, King Peppy and Princess Poppy from Trolls, Dave Seville and 
Alvin from Alvin and the Chipmunks, Mufasa and Simba from The Lion King, Elastigirl 
and Invisigirl from the Incredibles, and Papa Bear and Sister Bear from The Berenstain 
Bears). Mix up the pictures of the parents and children and then lay them face down in 
a grid. Play a game of memory match (each person takes a turn flipping over 2 
pictures and trying to find a parent-child match). As each parent and child pair is 
matched, ask the child to share one way that the child honored his or her mother or 
father. Afterward, review all the ways that the fictional children honored their parents 
and discuss how your child can obey God by honoring his or her parents. 
 
 

Discussion Questions 
 

How does observing one day each week to rest show our trust in God? 
 
What are ways that you can use the Sabbath day to rest and worship? 
 
Why is it difficult sometimes to honor our parents? How can we show honor to our 
parents this week? 
 
How can keeping the fifth commandment express our love and trust in God? 
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Q11: What does God require in the sixth, seventh, and eighth 
commandments? 

 
A11: Sixth, that we do not hurt, or hate, or be hostile to our neighbor, but be 

patient and peaceful, pursuing even our enemies with love.1 Seventh, that we 
abstain from sexual immorality and live purely and faithfully, whether in 
marriage or in single life, avoiding all impure actions, looks, words, thoughts, or 
desires, and whatever might lead to them.3 Eighth, that we do not take 
without permission that which belongs to someone else, nor withhold any 
good from someone we might benefit.3 

 
S: For the commandments, “You shall not commit adultery, You shall not 

murder, You shall not steal, You shall not covet,” and any other 
commandment, are summed up in this word: “You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.” (Romans 13:9) 

 
1. Exodus 20:13. You shall not murder. 

Psalm 82:3-4. Give justice to the weak and the fatherless; maintain the right of the afflicted and the destitute. Rescue the 
weak and the needy; deliver them from the hand of the wicked. 
Proverbs 24:11-12. Rescue those who are being taken away to death; hold back those who are stumbling to the slaughter. If 
you say, “Behold, we did not know this,” does not he who weighs the heart perceive it? Does not he who keeps watch over 
your soul know it, and will he not repay man according to his work? 
Matthew 5:21-22. “You have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not murder; and whoever murders will be 
liable to judgment.’ But I say to you that everyone who is angry with his brother will be liable to judgment; whoever insults 
his brother will be liable to the council; and whoever says, ‘You fool!’ will be liable to the hell of fire. 
Matthew 5:43-44. You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ But I say to you, 
love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you. 

2. Exodus 20:14. You shall not commit adultery. 
Matthew 5:27-28. You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’ But I say to you that everyone who looks 
at a woman with lustful intent has already committed adultery with her in his heart. 
1 Thessalonians 4:3-4. For this is the will of God, your sanctification: that you abstain from sexual immorality; that each one 
of you know how to control his own body in holiness and honor.  
1 Corinthians 6:18. Flee from sexual immorality. Every other sin a person commits is outside the body, but the sexually 
immoral person sins against his own body. 
2 Timothy 2:22. So flee youthful passions and pursue righteousness, faith, love, and peace, along with those who call on the 
Lord from a pure heart. 

3. Exodus 20:15. You shall not steal. 
Leviticus 19:13a. You shall not oppress your neighbor or rob him. 
Deuteronomy 25:13-16. You shall not have in your bag two kinds of weights, a large and a small. You shall not have in your 
house two kinds of measures, a large and a small. A full and fair weight you shall have, a full and fair measure you shall have, 
that your days may be long in the land that the Lord your God is giving you. For all who do such things, all who act 
dishonestly, are an abomination to the Lord your God. 
Psalm 62:10. Put no trust in extortion; set no vain hopes on robbery; if riches increase, set not your heart on them. 
Proverbs 11:1. A false balance is an abomination to the Lord, but a just weight is his delight. 
Ephesians 4:28. Let the thief no longer steal, but rather let him labor, doing honest work with his own hands, so that he may 
have something to share with anyone in need.  
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Memory Activity 
 

Write each word of the catechism question and answer on a separate piece of paper. 
Mix up the words and instruct the children to put the words in the correct order of 
the question and answer. 
 
 

Teaching Activity 
 

Collect several newspaper articles that highlight the topics of the sixth, seventh, and 
eighth commandments (i.e. people causing harm to one another, people stealing from 
one another, people wanting what does not belong to them). Read each story and 
instruct the children to identify which commandment is being broken in each story. 
Explain that God gave us these commandments to teach us how to relate to other 
people. Discuss the negative consequences of breaking these laws. Discuss the 
positive consequences of following these laws. 
 
 

Discussion Questions 
 

How is the catechism’s description of the sixth commandment different from the way 
the culture says we should interact with others? 
 

What things or circumstances might lead you to impure looks, words, thoughts or 
desires? How can we avoid these? 
 

What are subtle ways we might steal from others? 
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Q12: What does God require in the ninth and tenth commandments? 
 
A12: Ninth, that we do not lie or deceive, but speak the truth in love.1 Tenth, 

that we are content, not envying anyone or resenting what God has given 
them or us.2 

 
S: If you really fulfill the royal law according to the Scripture, “You shall love your 

neighbor as yourself,” you are doing well. (James 2:8) 
 

1. Exodus 20:16. You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 

Proverbs 14:5. A faithful witness does not lie, but a false witness breathes out lies. 

Proverbs 14:25. A truthful witness saves lives, but one who breathes out lies is deceitful. 

Zechariah 8:16-17. These are the things that you shall do: Speak the truth to one 
another; render in your gates judgments that are true and make for peace; do not devise 
evil in your hearts against one another, and love no false oath, for all these things I hate, 
declares the Lord. 

Ephesians 4:25. Therefore, having put away falsehood, let each one of you speak the 
truth with his neighbor, for we are members one of another.  

2. Exodus 20:17. You shall not covet your neighbor's house; you shall not covet your 
neighbor's wife, or his male servant, or his female servant, or his ox, or his donkey, or 
anything that is your neighbor's.” 

Job 31:29. If I have rejoiced at the ruin of him who hated me, or exulted when evil 
overtook him. 

1 Timothy 6:6. But godliness with contentment is great gain. 

Hebrews 13:5. Keep your life free from love of money, and be content with what you 
have, for he has said, “I will never leave you nor forsake you.”  
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Memory Activity 
 

Instruct the children to write the question and answer on a piece of paper. Next, 
instruct them to replace the words with pictures on a different sheet of paper. Finally, 
instruct them to read the catechism question and answer from the pictures alone. 
 
 

Teaching Activity 
 

Find a toy catalogue or open a toy store website. Instruct your child to find one toy 
they would like to own. After they make their selection, instruct them to pretend that 
you have bought that item for them and would like to buy them another item. Allow 
them time to select a second item, and then a third, and so forth. After several cycles, 
discuss how no matter how much stuff they get, they will always want more. Explain 
that coveting other people’s stuff does not really satisfy their desire for stuff because 
they will always want more. Define contentment and discuss how your family can 
better practice contentment. 
 
 

Discussion Questions 
 

What lies do we convince ourselves are acceptable? (i.e. “white lies”) Why are even 
these “little lies” an offense to God? 
 

What is contentment? How can you grow in contentment? 
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Q13: Can anyone keep the law of God perfectly? 
 
A13: Since the fall, no mere human has been able to keep the law of God 

perfectly, but consistently breaks it in thought, word, and deed. 
 
S: As it is written: “None is righteous, no, not one; no one understands; no one 

seeks for God. All have turned aside; together they have become worthless; no 
one does good, not even one.” (Romans 3:10-12) 

 
Genesis 6:5. The Lord saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that 
every intention of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. 

Ecclesiastes 7:20. Surely there is not a righteous man on earth who does good and never 
sins. 

Romans 3:9. What then? Are we Jews any better off? No, not at all. For we have already 
charged that all, both Jews and Greeks, are under sin. 

James 3:2. For we all stumble in many ways. And if anyone does not stumble in what he 
says, he is a perfect man, able also to bridle his whole body. 

1 John 1:8, 10. If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in 
us…If we say we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us. 
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Memory Activity 
 

Create a word search using all the words (or key words) from the question and 
answer. Instruct your child to find each of the words in the word search and then 
recite the question and answer. 
 
 

Teaching Activity 
 

Guide your child to create a list of some of the worst crimes. Instruct them to rank 
the crimes from most offensive to least offensive. Afterward, ask them where they see 
themselves on the list. Explain that while they may not have broken any of the 
government’s laws, they have broken God’s law. Challenge them to consider how they 
have broken God’s laws and ask them again where they would rank on the list of 
broken laws. Read James 2:10 and explain that while some sins carry different 
consequences God sees all sin as sin. Explain that if we have broken even one of 
God’s laws then it is no different than if we had broken them all. Then ask them if 
anyone can keep God’s law perfectly? Remind them that Jesus is the only one who 
ever kept every single one of God’s law and that is why He is the only one who can 
offer us salvation.  
 
 

Discussion Questions 
 

In what ways do we continue to break the law of God? 

If we cannot be perfect, why don’t we just give up trying to obey God? 

How does the gospel overcome our sin? 

Read Matthew 5:47. Is Jesus teaching that man can be perfect? What did Jesus mean 
when he said we are to be perfect like our heavenly father? 
 
 

Review Activity 
 

If you have created flashcards for the past quarter’s answers, use those flash cards to 
review past catechism questions and answers. 
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Q14: Did God create us unable to keep his law? 
 
A14: No, but because of the disobedience of our first parents, Adam and Eve,1 

all of creation is fallen; we are all born in sin and guilt, corrupt in our nature 
and unable to keep God’s law.2 

 
S: Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death through 

sin, and so death spread to all men because all sinned. (Romans 5:12) 
 

1. Genesis 3:6. So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a 
delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its 
fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her husband who was with her, and he ate. 

2. Psalm 51:5. Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, and in sin did my mother conceive 
me. 

Isaiah 64:6. We have all become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are 
like a polluted garment. We all fade like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, take us 
away. 

Romans 5:18a, 19a. Therefore, as one trespass led to condemnation for all men… For 
as by the one man's disobedience the many were made sinners.  
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Memory Activity 
 

Create a flashcard by writing the question on one side of an index card and the answer 
on the other. Use these as flash cards throughout the week to memorize the question 
and answer. 
 
 

Teaching Activity 
 

Instruct the child to create a picture of creation. Encourage them to include as much 
as they can remember from the creation account of Genesis 1 and 2. After they 
complete the picture, ask them to describe everything in the picture. Then take a big 
black, permanent marker and write SIN across the picture in big letters. Finally, 
discuss how man’s sin affected everything in creation. (Note: If the child gets upset 
because the picture was ruined, explain that you are demonstrating how significantly 
sin affects God’s world. Ask them how God must feel about His creation being 
ruined by sin.) 
 
 

Discussion Questions 
 

Is there a difference between having a “sin nature” and choosing to sin? If so, what? 

Read Romans 8:5-9. What are differences between being “of the flesh” and “of the 
spirit”? 

How might we face temptation differently knowing that God’s Spirit dwells within us? 
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Q15: Since no one can keep the law, what is its purpose? 
 
A15: That we may know the holy nature and will of God, and the sinful nature 

and disobedience of our hearts; and thus our need of a Savior. The law also 
teaches and exhorts us to live a life worthy of our Savior. 

 
S: For by works of the law no human being will be justified in his sight, since through the law 

comes knowledge of sin. (Romans 3:20) 
 

Psalm 19:7-11. The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul; the testimony of the Lord 
is sure, making wise the simple; the precepts of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart; the 
commandment of the Lord is pure, enlightening the eyes; the fear of the Lord is clean, 
enduring forever; the rules of the Lord are true, and righteous altogether. More to be 
desired are they than gold, even much fine gold; sweeter also than honey and drippings of 
the honeycomb. Moreover, by them is your servant warned; in keeping them there is great 
reward.  

Romans 3:31. Do we then overthrow the law by this faith? By no means! On the contrary, 
we uphold the law. 

Romans 7:7. What then shall we say? That the law is sin? By no means! Yet if it had not 
been for the law, I would not have known sin. For I would not have known what it is to 
covet if the law had not said, “You shall not covet.” 

Romans 7:12. So the law is holy, and the commandment is holy and righteous and good. 

Galatians 2:22, 24. But the Scripture imprisoned everything under sin, so that the promise 
by faith in Jesus Christ might be given to those who believe… So then, the law was our 
guardian until Christ came, in order that we might be justified by faith. 

Timothy 1:8. Now we know that the law is good, if one uses it lawfully. 

Titus 2:13-14. Waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God 
and Savior Jesus Christ, who gave himself for us to redeem us from all lawlessness and to 
purify for himself a people for his own possession who are zealous for good works.  
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Memory Activity 
 

Write the question and answer on a whiteboard or piece of paper. Each day erase 
three or four words and put blanks in their place. Have your children read the 
question and answer each day replacing the blanks with the correct missing words. 
 
 

Teaching Activity 
 

Hold up a mirror and instruct your child to look close at his or her reflection in the 
mirror. Guide your child to share what he or she sees in their reflection. Ask your 
child to explain the purpose of a mirror and then write the words, “The Law” on the 
mirror. Hold up the mirror again and explain that the Law of God functions like a 
mirror for believers. Explain that as Christians look into the law, they see the reality 
and the corruption of their heart: when we look at God’s law we see how much we 
have sinned against God. (This might be a great opportunity to also share that we 
cannot keep the Law but that is why Jesus died on the cross and resurrected.) 
 
 

Discussion Questions 
 

What are some of God’s laws for His people? 

What does the law of God teach us about God?  

What does the law of God teach us about us? 

What should be our motivation for obedience to God’s laws? 
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Q16: What is sin? 
 
A16: Sin is rejecting or ignoring God in the world he created, rebelling against 

him by living without reference to him, not being or doing what he requires 
in his law—resulting in our death and the disintegration of all creation. 

 
S: Everyone who makes a practice of sinning also practices lawlessness; sin is 

lawlessness. (1 John 3:4) 
 

Leviticus 5:17. If anyone sins, doing any of the things that by the Lord's commandments 
ought not to be done, though he did not know it, then realizes his guilt, he shall bear his 
iniquity. 

Romans 3:23. For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. 

Romans 5:12-14. Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death 
through sin, and so death spread to all men because all sinned—for sin indeed was in the 
world before the law was given, but sin is not counted where there is no law. Yet death 
reigned from Adam to Moses, even over those whose sinning was not like the 
transgression of Adam, who was a type of the one who was to come. 

Romans 14:23. But whoever has doubts is condemned if he eats, because the eating is not 
from faith. For whatever does not proceed from faith is sin. 

James 4:17. So whoever knows the right thing to do and fails to do it, for him it is sin. 

1 John 5:17. All wrongdoing is sin, but there is sin that does not lead to death. 
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Memory Activity 
 

Write each word of the question and answer on a different index card. Then mix up 
the index cards. Instruct the children to put the words of the question and answer in 
the correct order. 
 
 

Teaching Activity 
 

Set up a game scenario in which it is impossible to win. (One example is a jumping 
game where the lines to jump across would be impossible for the child to jump 
across). Play the game with your child long enough for them to get just a little 
frustrated. Read Romans 3:23 and explain that everyone has sinned and therefore 
trying to earn a relationship with God is just as impossible as the game you just tried 
to play. Point out that sin affects everyone (kids, parents, and church leaders) and that 
is why Jesus had to come to the earth, die on a cross, and resurrect so that we could 
have forgiveness of our sins. 
 
 

Discussion Questions 
 

What are some of the sins listed in the Bible? 

How do these sins offend the nature and glory of God? 

Read Matthew 4:1-11. How did Jesus overcome the temptation to sin? How can we 
overcome the temptation to sin? 
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Q17: What is idolatry? 
 
A17: Idolatry is trusting in created things rather than the Creator for our hope 

and happiness, significance and security. 
 
S: For although they knew God, they did not honor him as God or give thanks to 

him, but they became futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts were 
darkened… because they exchanged the truth about God for a lie and 
worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed 
forever! Amen. (Romans 1:21, 25) 

 
Exodus 32:8. They have turned aside quickly out of the way that I commanded them. They have made for themselves a 
golden calf and have worshiped it and sacrificed to it and said, ‘These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of 
the land of Egypt!’” 

Deuteronomy 4:15-16. Therefore watch yourselves very carefully. Since you saw no form on the day that the Lord 
spoke to you at Horeb out of the midst of the fire, beware lest you act corruptly by making a carved image for 
yourselves, in the form of any figure, the likeness of male or female.  

1 Chronicles 16:26. For all the gods of the peoples are worthless idols, but the Lord made the heavens. 

Jeremiah 2:27-28. Who say to a tree, ‘You are my father,’ and to a stone, ‘You gave me birth.’ For they have turned their 
back to me, and not their face. But in the time of their trouble they say, ‘Arise and save us!’ But where are your gods that 
you made for yourself? Let them arise, if they can save you, in your time of trouble; for as many as your cities are your 
gods, O Judah. 

1 Kings 18:20-29. So Ahab sent to all the people of Israel and gathered the prophets together at Mount Carmel. And 
Elijah came near to all the people and said, “How long will you go limping between two different opinions? If the Lord 
is God, follow him; but if Baal, then follow him.” And the people did not answer him a word. Then Elijah said to the 
people, “I, even I only, am left a prophet of the Lord, but Baal's prophets are men. Let two bulls be given to us, and let 
them choose one bull for themselves and cut it in pieces and lay it on the wood, but put no fire to it. And I will prepare 
the other bull and lay it on the wood and put no fire to it. And you call upon the name of your god, and I will call upon 
the name of the Lord, and the God who answers by fire, he is God.” And all the people answered, “It is well spoken.” 
Then Elijah said to the prophets of Baal, “Choose for yourselves one bull and prepare it first, for you are many, and call 
upon the name of your god, but put no fire to it.” And they took the bull that was given them, and they prepared it and 
called upon the name of Baal from morning until noon, saying, “O Baal, answer us!” But there was no voice, and no one 
answered. And they limped around the altar that they had made. And at noon Elijah mocked them, saying, “Cry aloud, 
for he is a god. Either he is musing, or he is relieving himself, or he is on a journey, or perhaps he is asleep and must be 
awakened.” And they cried aloud and cut themselves after their custom with swords and lances, until the blood gushed 
out upon them. And as midday passed, they raved on until the time of the offering of the oblation, but there was no 
voice. No one answered; no one paid attention.  

Acts 17:29. Being then God's offspring, we ought not to think that the divine being is like gold or silver or stone, an 
image formed by the art and imagination of man. 

Romans 1:22-23. Claiming to be wise, they became fools, and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images 
resembling mortal man and birds and animals and creeping things. 

Galatians 4:8. Formerly, when you did not know God, you were enslaved to those that by nature are not gods. 

1 Thessalonians 1:9. For they themselves report concerning us the kind of reception we had among you, and how you 
turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God.  
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Memory Activity 
 

Write the question and answer on a whiteboard or piece of paper. Erase 2-3 letters 
from each word and instruct the child to write in the missing letters. Repeat this 
exercise three or four days throughout the week, each day erasing a different grouping 
of letters. 
 
 

Teaching Activity 
 

Direct your child to think about their daydreams. Instruct your child to draw a picture 
of some of the things they daydream (i.e. cool toys, fancy cars, nice house, etc). 
Explain that reflecting on our daydreams reveals something about our hearts. Our 
daydreams reveal what we think is important. Explain that these things we daydream 
about are not bad, but if we put them and the pursuit of them ahead of God then we 
make them idols. Discuss how we can prevent these good things from becoming idols 
in our lives. 
 
 

Discussion Questions 
 

Read Romans 1:25. How does our worship “creature rather than the creator.” 

What are some ways that God has blessed you? How could each of those blessings 
become an idol? 

Why can idols never fully satisfy? 
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Q18: Will God allow our disobedience and idolatry to go unpunished? 
 
A18: No, every sin is against the sovereignty, holiness, and goodness of God, and 

against his righteous law, and God is righteously angry with our sins and 
will punish them in his just judgment both in this life, and in the life to 
come. 

 
S: For you may be sure of this, that everyone who is sexually immoral or impure, 

or who is covetous (that is, an idolater), has no inheritance in the kingdom of 
Christ and God. Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of 
these things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of disobedience. 
(Ephesians 5:5-6) 

 
Exodus 32:8. They have turned aside quickly out of the way that I commanded them. They have made for 
themselves a golden calf and have worshiped it and sacrificed to it and said, ‘These are your gods, O Israel, who 
brought you up out of the land of Egypt!’” 
Genesis 2:17. But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it 
you shall surely die. 
Exodus 34:7. Keeping steadfast love for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, but who will by 
no means clear the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children and the children's children, to the third 
and the fourth generation.  
Deuteronomy 27:26. Cursed be anyone who does not confirm the words of this law by doing them.’ And all the 
people shall say, ‘Amen.’ 
Psalm 5:4-6. For you are not a God who delights in wickedness; evil may not dwell with you. The boastful shall 
not stand before your eyes; you hate all evildoers. 
Psalm 7:11. God is a righteous judge, and a God who feels indignation every day. 
Psalm 11:5-6. The Lord tests the righteous, but his soul hates the wicked and the one who loves violence. Let him 
rain coals on the wicked; fire and sulfur and a scorching wind shall be the portion of their cup.  
Proverbs 3:33. The Lord's curse is on the house of the wicked, but he blesses the dwelling of the righteous.  
Nahum 1:2. The Lord is a jealous and avenging God; the Lord is avenging and wrathful; the Lord takes 
vengeance on his adversaries and keeps wrath for his enemies. 
Romans 1:18. For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, 
who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth.  
Romans 5:12. Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death through sin, and so death 
spread to all men because all sinned. 
Galatians 3:10. For all who rely on works of the law are under a curse; for it is written, “Cursed be everyone who 
does not abide by all things written in the Book of the Law, and do them.”  
Hebrews 9:27. And just as it is appointed for man to die once, and after that comes judgment.  
Revelation 21:8. But as for the cowardly, the faithless, the detestable, as for murderers, the sexually immoral, 
sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars, their portion will be in the lake that burns with fire and sulfur, which is the second 
death.  
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Memory Activity 
 

Instruct your child to come up with an action for each of the key words (i.e. God, 
created, all things, etc). Then recite the memory verse using the actions. 
 
 

Teaching Activity 
 

Find a news story in a newspaper or in news report. Read or watch the news report 
and ask if the criminal should be punished. Follow up by asking why the criminal 
should or should not be punished. Explain that when a law or a rule is broken, justice 
requires that there should be some punishment for the offense. Introduce this week’s 
question and answer and explain that since God is just, He cannot allow sin and 
disobedience to go unpunished. Explain that God will punish sin in one of two ways. 
Either we will receive the punishment for our sin or Jesus will receive the punishment 
for our sin. Ask your child which he or she would prefer and follow up by sharing 
that when we repent of our sin and believe in Jesus Christ to save us, He saves us by 
taking our punishment upon Himself. 
 
 

Discussion Questions 
 

Why does God have to punish all sin? Why could God not just forgive all sins and 
allow everyone into heaven? 

How would the idea of everyone going to heaven cheapen the holiness and justice of 
God? 

Why do you think so many people find God punishing sinners so difficult and 
offensive? 
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Q19: Is there any way to escape punishment and be brought back into God’s 
favor? 

 

A19: Yes, to satisfy his justice, God himself, out of mere mercy, reconciles us to 
himself and delivers us from sin and from the punishment for sin, by a 
Redeemer. 

 
S: Yet it was the will of the Lord to crush him; he has put him to grief; when his 

soul makes an offering for guilt, he shall see his offspring; he shall prolong his 
days; the will of the Lord shall prosper in his hand. Out of the anguish of his 
soul he shall see and be satisfied; by his knowledge shall the righteous one, my 
servant, make many to be accounted righteous, and he shall bear their 
iniquities. (Isaiah 53:10-11) 

 
John 3:17. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in 
order that the world might be saved through him. 

Romans 8:3-4. For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do. By 
sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, he condemned sin in the 
flesh, in order that the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk 
not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. 

2 Corinthians 5:18-19. All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself 
and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world 
to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the message of 
reconciliation.  
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Memory Activity 
 

Provide your child with a piece of paper and some markers or colored pencils. 
Instruct them to write out the catechism question and answer. Instruct them to select 
a few key words and decorate those words to emphasize the key ideas. After a few 
minutes ask them to turn the paper over and recite the question and answer. 
 
 

Teaching Activity 
 

Read Isaiah 53:10-11. Instruct your child to write a news story or prepare a news 
report telling the story of Jesus coming to earth to save and redeem God’s creation. 
Spend time helping your child understand the significance of the Old Testament 
prophecy and the implications of this story for our daily lives.  
 
 

Discussion Questions 
 

Have you ever been in a situation where you thought you would not escape? What 
was that like? Can you imagine what it would be for us to have no redeemer? 

How did sin affect our relationship with God? 

What does the word reconciliation mean? How did God reconcile us to Himself? 
How does that demonstrate God’s grace? How does that demonstration God’s 
mercy? 

 
Memorization Pro Tip 

 

Neuroscience has discovered that the ability to recall information is central to 
memorization. As a result, once a Scripture verse or catechism question/answered is 
memorized, the next step is to work on recall. Neuroscience has also discovered that 3 
recalls separated by sleep solidifies the ability to recall. In other words, if a child works 
on memorizing the catechism answer on Monday and Tuesday, and then if they can 
recall on Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday (assuming they sleep each night) they will 
have successfully learned the answered. Having learned the answer, they should be 
able to recall the answer much more effectively at a later date. 
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Q20: Who is the Redeemer? 
 

A20: The only Redeemer is the Lord Jesus Christ, the eternal Son of God, in 
whom God became man and bore the penalty for sin himself. 

 

S: For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and men, the 
man Christ Jesus. (1 Timothy 2:5) 

 
Matthew 1:21-23. She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his 
people from their sins.” All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the 
prophet: “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his name 
Immanuel,” which translated means, “God with us.” 

Luke 2:11. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the 
Lord. 

John 1:14. And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, 
glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.  

John 14:6. Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to 
the Father except through me.  

Acts 4:12. And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven 
given among men by which we must be saved.”  

Galatians 3:13. Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for 
us—for it is written, “Cursed is everyone who is hanged on a tree.” 

1 Timothy 3:16. Great indeed, we confess, is the mystery of godliness: He was manifested 
in the flesh, vindicated by the Spirit, seen by angels, proclaimed among the nations, 
believed on in the world, taken up in glory. 

Hebrews 7:24-25. But he holds his priesthood permanently, because he continues 
forever. Consequently, he is able to save to the uttermost those who draw near to God 
through him, since he always lives to make intercession for them.  
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Memory Activity 
 

Write the question and answer on a roll of paper. Instruct the child read each word as 
it is unrolled. Reroll the paper and unroll the paper again but instruct the child to try 
and say each word before the word is unrolled. 
 
 

Teaching Activity 
 

Use the following illustration to help your child understand the costliness of 
redemption. Provide your child with a sheet of paper and supplies for drawing or 
coloring. Instruct your child to draw a picture of their favorite possession or what is 
most precious to them. Then ask them to imagine that the possession was stolen and 
the thief said they would return it if they paid a ransom (and they cannot go to the 
police for help). Ask them how much they would pay to get the possession back. Start 
with low numbers and work toward higher numbers ($0.50, $1, $5, $50, etc). Continue 
counting upward until you reach your child’s limit. Explain that God loved us so 
much that His love has no limits; in fact, God gave the only thing He has only one of 
to redeem us, His Son Jesus Christ. 
 
 

Discussion Questions 
 

Why do we need a redeemer? (review last week’s question & answer) 
 

What did Jesus do to redeem humanity? 
 

What should our response be to Jesus for redeeming us? What can we do this week to 
demonstrate our belief and appreciation for Jesus’ redemption? 
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Q21: What Sort of Redeemer is Needed to Bring Us Back to God? 
 

A21: One who is truly human and also truly God. 
 

S: For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be 
upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty 
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. (Isaiah 9:6) 

 
Matthew 1:21, 23. She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save 
his people from their sins…Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall 
call his name Immanuel” (which means, God with us).  

Matthew 3:17. And behold, a voice from heaven said, “This is my beloved Son, with 
whom I am well pleased.” 

Hebrews 9:14. How much more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit 
offered himself without blemish to God, purify our conscience from dead works to serve 
the living God.  

1 Peter 2:6. For it stands in Scripture: “Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone 
chosen and precious, and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.” 
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Memory Activity 
 

Play the Question 21 song (available on the app or a link is available at 
www.fellowshipjoplin.org/catechism). Listen to the song two to three times and then 
instruct the children sing the song without the music. 
 
 

Teaching Activity 
 

Research the beliefs about Jesus among the world religions. (If you have older 
children instruct them to do some research or research with them. If you have 
younger children do the research yourself). The following provides a small list of the 
beliefs among the major world religions: 
 

 Islam: Jesus was a prophet and wise man, but not God. 
 Judaism: Jesus was a popular teacher and miracle worker, but not God. 
 Hindusim: Jesus was a holy and wise teacher. Some believe he is “a god” but 

not the God. 
 Buddhism: Jesus was a holy and enlightened wise teacher, but not God. 

 
Explain that all the world religions have different beliefs about Jesus, namely that he 
was a good man but nothing more. Explain that the Bible makes a different claim 
about Jesus, namely that not only was he a man, but he was also God, because only 
one who was fully man and fully God could redeem us from our sins. 
 
 

Discussion Questions 
 

How does Jesus being human help us as we struggle in life? 

What does it mean to know Jesus took on a human nature? 

Why was it necessary that Jesus was only truly God? 
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Q22: Why must the Redeemer be truly human? 
 

A22: That in human nature he might on our behalf perfectly obey the whole 
law and suffer the punishment for human sin; and also that he might 
sympathize with our weaknesses. 

 

S: Therefore he had to be made like his brothers in every respect, so that he might 
become a merciful and faithful high priest in the service of God, to make 
propitiation for the sins of the people. (Hebrews 2:17) 

 
Romans 5:19. For as by the one man's disobedience the many were made sinners, so by 
the one man's obedience the many will be made righteous.  

1 Corinthians 15:21. For as by a man came death, by a man has come also the resurrection 
of the dead.  

Galatians 4:4-5. But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of 
woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might 
receive adoption as sons.  

Philippians 2:8. And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming 
obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 

Hebrews 2:14-16. Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself 
likewise partook of the same things, that through death he might destroy the one who has 
the power of death, that is, the devil, and deliver all those who through fear of death were 
subject to lifelong slavery. For surely it is not angels that he helps, but he helps the 
offspring of Abraham. 

Hebrews 4:15. For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our 
weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin.  

Hebrews 7:24-26. But he holds his priesthood permanently, because he continues 
forever. Consequently, he is able to save to the uttermost those who draw near to God 
through him, since he always lives to make intercession for them. For it was indeed fitting 
that we should have such a high priest, holy, innocent, unstained, separated from sinners, 
and exalted above the heavens. 

1 Peter 3:18. For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that 
he might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit. 
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Memory Activity 
 

Write the question on one side of an index card and the answer on the other. Use 
these as flash cards throughout the week to memorize the question and answer. 
 
 

Teaching Activity 
 

Play a game of Pictionary or charades using the following words: sleep, sadness, tired, 
walk, eat, love, baby, etc. Afterward explain that Jesus experienced all of these things 
just like we do because he was fully human just like us. (You may also point out that 
next week you will learn that he was different from us because he was also fully God). 
 
 

Discussion Questions 
 

How can it help us when we are tempted to know that Jesus was fully human? 

Why did Jesus had to become fully human? 

How can this week’s question and answer make us grateful to God? Spend some time 
praising God for Jesus Christ. 
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Q23: Why must the Redeemer be truly God? 
 

A23: That because of his divine nature his obedience and suffering would be 
perfect and effective; and also that he would be able to bear the righteous 
anger of God against sin and yet overcome death. 

 

S: God raised him up, loosing the pangs of death, because it was not possible for 
him to be held by it. (Acts 2:24) 

 
Isaiah 9:6. For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder, 
and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

Romans 1:4. And was declared to be the Son of God in power according to the Spirit of holiness by his 
resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Romans 3:24-26. and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 
whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to show God's 
righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over former sins. It was to show his 
righteousness at the present time, so that he might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.  

Romans 4:25. Who was delivered up for our trespasses and raised for our justification.  

2 Corinthians 5:21. For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become 
the righteousness of God.  

Titus 2:13-14. waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus 
Christ, who gave himself for us to redeem us from all lawlessness and to purify for himself a people for his 
own possession who are zealous for good works.  

Hebrews 5:8-9. Although he was a son, he learned obedience through what he suffered. And being made 
perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation to all who obey him.  

Hebrews 7:25-28. Consequently, he is able to save to the uttermost those who draw near to God through 
him, since he always lives to make intercession for them. For it was indeed fitting that we should have such a 
high priest, holy, innocent, unstained, separated from sinners, and exalted above the heavens. He has no 
need, like those high priests, to offer sacrifices daily, first for his own sins and then for those of the people, 
since he did this once for all when he offered up himself. For the law appoints men in their weakness as high 
priests, but the word of the oath, which came later than the law, appoints a Son who has been made perfect 
forever. 

Hebrews 9:11-15. But when Christ appeared as a high priest of the good things that have come, then 
through the greater and more perfect tent (not made with hands, that is, not of this creation) he entered once 
for all into the holy places, not by means of the blood of goats and calves but by means of his own blood, 
thus securing an eternal redemption. For if the blood of goats and bulls, and the sprinkling of defiled persons 
with the ashes of a heifer, sanctify for the purification of the flesh, how much more will the blood of Christ, 
who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without blemish to God, purify our conscience from dead 
works to serve the living God. Therefore he is the mediator of a new covenant, so that those who are called 
may receive the promised eternal inheritance, since a death has occurred that redeems them from the 
transgressions committed under the first covenant.  
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Memory Activity 
 

Have everyone in the family sit in a circle. Read the catechism question and answer 
one word at a time rotating clockwise through the circle. 
 
 

Teaching Activity 
 

Download pictures of five or six beautiful places to live throughout the world. Ask: 
Would you like to live in any of these places? Ask: If you did live in these places 
would you ever want to leave? Imagine you lived in the most beautiful and perfect 
place that ever existed. Would you ever want to leave that place? Why? Then ask: Do 
you know anyone who lived in the most beautiful and perfect place who left to live in 
a place that was not perfect? (Answer: Jesus). Explain that Jesus lived in heaven, the 
most beautiful and perfect place, and left in order to come down to live with us. 
Explain that the catechism question this week will help us understand why Jesus also 
had to be God in order to save us. 
 
 

Discussion Questions 
 

Why did Jesus have to be fully God? 

Why must God be the one who saves? 

Why is man unable to pay the full penalty of sin? 
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Q24: Why was it necessary for Christ, the Redeemer, to die? 
 

A24: Since death is the punishment for sin, Christ died willingly in our place to 
deliver us from the power and penalty of sin and bring us back to God. 
By his substitutionary atoning death, he alone redeems us from hell and gains 
for us forgiveness of sin, righteousness, and everlasting life. 

 

S: And you, who once were alienated and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, he has 
now reconciled in his body of flesh by his death, in order to present you holy 
and blameless and above reproach before him. (Colossians 1:21-22) 

 
Romans 8:3. For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do. By 
sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, he condemned sin in the 
flesh.  

Hebrews 2:9. But we see him who for a little while was made lower than the angels, 
namely Jesus, crowned with glory and honor because of the suffering of death, so that by 
the grace of God he might taste death for everyone. 

Hebrews 2:14-15. Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself 
likewise partook of the same things, that through death he might destroy the one who has 
the power of death, that is, the devil, and deliver all those who through fear of death were 
subject to lifelong slavery.  
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Memory Activity 
 

Write each word of the catechism question and answer on a separate piece of paper. 
Mix up the words and instruct the children to put the words in the correct order of 
the question and answer. 
 
 

Teaching Activity 
 

Find and print a maze with only one path to completion. Instruct your child to 
complete the maze. Once he or she has completed the maze, explain that the maze 
had only one path the child could take in order to complete it. Explain that just like 
this maze, there is only one way to be redeemed and restored to a relationship with 
God. The one way is through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Explain that 
this week’s answer teaches us why Jesus’ death is the only way to be saved. 
 
 

Discussion Questions 
 

What evidence do we have that Jesus died on the cross? 

Why is sin so serious that it must be punished by death? 

How can we pray and live to show our gratitude to God for providing a Redeemer? 
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Week 25 

 
 
 

Q25: Does Christ’s death mean all our sins can be forgiven? 
 

A25: Yes, because Christ’s death on the cross fully paid the penalty for our 
sin, God graciously imputes Christ’s righteousness to us as if it were our own 
and will remember our sins no more. 

 

S: For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might 
become the righteousness of God. (2 Corinthians 5:21) 

 
Isaiah 53:4-5. Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we esteemed 
him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted. But he was pierced for our transgressions; he 
was crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and 
with his wounds we are healed.  

Galatians 2:20. I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ 
who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who 
loved me and gave himself for me.  

1 Peter 2:23-24. When he was reviled, he did not revile in return; when he suffered, he did 
not threaten, but continued entrusting himself to him who judges justly. He himself bore 
our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. By his 
wounds you have been healed.  



 
 

 

Catechism questions and answers are taken from New City Catechism by The 
Gospel Coalition and Redeemer Presbyterian Church, © 2017. Published and 

Used by permission of Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News 
Publishers, Wheaton, IL 60187, www.crossway.org. 

 
Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard 
Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News 

Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Memory Activity 
 

Instruct the children to write the question and answer on a piece of paper. Next, 
instruct them to replace the words with pictures on a different sheet of paper. Finally, 
instruct them to read the catechism question and answer from the pictures alone. 
 
 

Teaching Activity 
 

Prepare 3 large clear glasses of the following solutions: (1) water, (2) ¾ water and ¼ 
iodine, and (3) ¾ water and ¼ bleach. Next label each glass: (1) you, (2) sin, and (3) 
Jesus.  
 
Direct your child’s attention to the three glasses. Explain that we are all born sinful 
because of the disobedience of Adam and Eve. As you do, pour some of glass #2 into 
glass #1 (the water should become discolored). Next, ask your child what happens 
when they repent of their sins and trust in Jesus (i.e. through Jesus all of our sins are 
forgiven and we are washed clean). After they answer the question, pour some of the 
contents from glass #3 into glass #1 (the water should become clear again). Explain 
that this visual helps us to see what happens to us because of the death and 
resurrection of Jesus when we repent and believe in Jesus Christ. 
 
Finish by reading the catechism question and answer together. 
 
 

Discussion Questions 
 

Why is it difficult to see salvation as a free gift? Why do we tend to think we have to 
do something to earn salvation? 

Why do you think some people believe their sins are too great for Christ’s death to 
overcome? What can we say to those who believe this? 
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Week 26 

 
 
 

Q26: What else does Christ’s death redeem? 
 

A26: Christ’s death is the beginning of the redemption and renewal of every part of 
fallen creation, as he powerfully directs all things for his own glory and 
creation’s good. 

 

S: For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through him to 
reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by 
the blood of his cross. (Colossians 1:19-20) 

 
Romans 8:20-23. For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of 
him who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to 
corruption and obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. For we know 
that the whole creation has been groaning together in the pains of childbirth until now. 
And not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan 
inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies.  

Revelation 21:1-5a. Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and 
the first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, new 
Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her 
husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place 
of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God 
himself will be with them as their God. He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and 
death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, 
for the former things have passed away.” And he who was seated on the throne said, 
“Behold, I am making all things new.”.  
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Memory Activity 
 

Create a word search using all the words (or key words) from the question and 
answer. Instruct your child to find each of the words in the word search and then 
recite the question and answer. 
 
 

Teaching Activity 
 

Distribute a piece of paper to your child. Instruct him or her to draw lines both 
vertically and horizontally in the middle of the paper creating four sections. Instruct 
your child to write “creation” in the upper right section, “fall” in the upper left 
section, “redemption in the lower right section, and “restoration” in the lower left 
section. Instruct your child to draw pictures or images to represent each part of the 
Bible’s story. Afterward discuss how God created everything good, how sin messed 
everything up, and how Jesus will make all things new when He comes again.  
 
 

Discussion Questions 
 

What are some of the most beautiful things you have seen in creation? What are some 
of the worst things you have seen in creation that are a result of the fall? How will 
God restoring all things bring beauty to the most corrupted things in creation? 

Read Revelation 21. Discuss some things we can look forward to in God’s restored 
creation. 

 
 

Review Activities 
 

Obtain 52 popsicle sticks and a cup big enough to hold all 52 popsicle sticks. Each 
week write the new question number (i.e. “Question 1”) and add the new popsicle 
stick to the cup. Designate a time period (once a day, once a week, every other day, 
etc.) and have each child pick a popsicle stick and recite the question and answer. 
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Week 27 

 
 
 

Q27: Are all people, just as they were lost through Adam, saved through 
Christ? 

 

A27: No, only those who are elected by God and united to Christ by faith. 
Nevertheless God in his mercy demonstrates common grace even to those who 
are not elect, by restraining the effects of sin and enabling works of culture for 
human well-being. 

 

S: For if, because of one man’s trespass, death reigned through that one man, 
much more will those who receive the abundance of grace and the free gift of 
righteousness reign in life through the one man Jesus Christ. (Romans 5:17) 

 
Psalm 145:9. The Lord is good to all, and his mercy is over all that he has made. 

Matthew 5:45b. For he makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain 
on the just and on the unjust.  

Matthew 7:14. For the gate is narrow and the way is hard that leads to life, and those 
who find it are few.  

John 1:9. The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world.  

John 1:12. But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to 
become children of God,  

John 3:16, 18, 36. For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever 
believes in him should not perish but have eternal life… Whoever believes in him is not 
condemned, but whoever does not believe is condemned already, because he has not 
believed in the name of the only Son of God… Whoever believes in the Son has eternal 
life; whoever does not obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God remains on 
him. 

Romans 11:16-21. If the dough offered as first-fruits is holy, so is the whole lump, and if 
the root is holy, so are the branches. But if some of the branches were broken off, and 
you, although a wild olive shoot, were grafted in among the others and now share in the 
nourishing root of the olive tree, do not be arrogant toward the branches. If you are, 
remember it is not you who support the root, but the root that supports you. Then you 
will say, “Branches were broken off so that I might be grafted in.” That is true. They 
were broken off because of their unbelief, but you stand fast through faith. So do not 
become proud, but fear. For if God did not spare the natural branches, neither will he 
spare you.   
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Memory Activity 
 

Write the question on one side of an index card and the answer on the other. Use 
these as flash cards throughout the week to memorize the question and answer. 
 
 

Teaching Activity 
 

Go to www.biblegateway.com or www.blueletterbible.org, select the ESV Bible and 
look up all the verses with the word elect (Matthew 22:14, 24:22, 24:24, 24:31; Mark 
13:20, 13:22, 13:27; Luke 18:7, 23:35; Romans 8:33, 16:13; Colossians 3:12; 1 Timothy 
5:21; 2 Timothy 2:10; Titus 1:1; 1 Peter 1:1, 2:4, 2:6, 2:9; 2 John 1:1, 1:13; and 
Revelation 17:14). Read each verse and discuss the Bible’s teaching on election. 
 
 

Discussion Questions 
 

Why would God need to choose us? (John 15:16, Acts 16:14) 

Why must we believe in order to receive God’s gift of salvation? 

How does God show His grace even to those who are lost in unbelief? 
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Week 28 

 
 
 

Q28: What happens after death to those not united to Christ by faith? 
 

A28: At the day of judgment they will receive the fearful but just sentence of 
condemnation pronounced against them. They will be cast out from the 
favorable presence of God, into hell, to be justly and grievously punished, 
forever. 

 

S28: For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes 
in him should not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son 
into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be 
saved through him. Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever 
does not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the 
name of the only Son of God. . . . Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life; 
whoever does not obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God remains 
on him.(John 3:16-18, 36) 

 
Daniel 12:2. And many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to 
everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt.  

Luke 16:26. And besides all this, between us and you a great chasm has been fixed, in order that 
those who would pass from here to you may not be able, and none may cross from there to us.’ 

John 5:28-29. Do not marvel at this, for an hour is coming when all who are in the tombs will 
hear his voice and come out, those who have done good to the resurrection of life, and those 
who have done evil to the resurrection of judgment. 

Romans 2:15-16. They show that the work of the law is written on their hearts, while their 
conscience also bears witness, and their conflicting thoughts accuse or even excuse them on that 
day when, according to my gospel, God judges the secrets of men by Christ Jesus. 

2 Thessalonians 1:9. They will suffer the punishment of eternal destruction, away from the 
presence of the Lord and from the glory of his might.  

Matthew 25:31-46. “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then 
he will sit on his glorious throne. Before him will be gathered all the nations, and he will separate 
people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. And he will place the 
sheep on his right, but the goats on the left. Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, 
you who are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of 
the world…Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you cursed, into the eternal 
fire prepared for the devil and his angels…And these will go away into eternal punishment, but 
the righteous into eternal life.”  
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Memory Activity 
 

Write the question and answer on a whiteboard or piece of paper. Each day erase 
three or four words and put blanks in their place. Have your children read the 
question and answer each day replacing the blanks with the correct missing words. 
 
 

Teaching Activity 
 

Read Luke 16:19-31. Instruct your children to create a short drama to retell the story 
(allow 5-10 minutes). Let your children perform their drama for you. Ask the children 
what they can learn about heaven and hell from this story. 
 
 

Discussion Questions 
 

Why is it necessary for God to punish sin? 

Some people say that no humans will go to hell. How would you respond to someone 
who believes this? 

What does the Bible teach about hell? 
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Week 29 

 
 
 

Q29: How can we be saved? 
 

A29: Only by faith in Jesus Christ and in his substitutionary atoning death on 
the cross; so even though we are guilty of having disobeyed God and are still 
inclined to all evil, nevertheless, God, without any merit of our own but only by 
pure grace, imputes to us the perfect righteousness of Christ when we repent 
and believe in him. 

 

S: For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own 
doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast. 
(Ephesians 2:8-9) 

 
Romans 3:22, 24-25. The righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who 
believe. For there is no distinction…and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the 
redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, 
to be received by faith. This was to show God's righteousness, because in his divine 
forbearance he had passed over former sins. 

Romans 4:5-8. And to the one who does not work but believes in him who justifies the 
ungodly, his faith is counted as righteousness, just as David also speaks of the blessing of 
the one to whom God counts righteousness apart from works: “Blessed are those whose 
lawless deeds are forgiven, and whose sins are covered; blessed is the man against whom 
the Lord will not count his sin.” 

2 Corinthians 5:19. That is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not 
counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the message of 
reconciliation. 

Galatians 2:16. Yet we know that a person is not justified by works of the law but 
through faith in Jesus Christ, so we also have believed in Christ Jesus, in order to be 
justified by faith in Christ and not by works of the law, because by works of the law no 
one will be justified.  

Philippians 3:9. And be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that 
comes from the law, but that which comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness 
from God that depends on faith. 

Titus 3:5a, 7. He saved us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, but 
according to his own mercy…so that being justified by his grace we might become heirs 
according to the hope of eternal life.  
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Memory Activity 
 

Write each word of the question and answer on a different index card. Then mix up 
the index cards. Instruct the children to put the words of the question and answer in 
the correct order. 
 
 

Teaching Activity 
 

The gospel and your own salvation testimony to your child. If you need help sharing 
the gospel with your child, try using the tract, The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me. These are 
available at the church upon request.  
 
 

Discussion Questions 
 

What is the difference between grace and faith? 

Why do we continue to sin if we have been saved? 

If we are saved entirely by grace through faith, why should we preach repentance? 
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Week 30 

 
 
 

Q30: What is faith in Jesus Christ? 
 

A30: Faith in Jesus Christ is acknowledging the truth of everything that God has 
revealed in his Word, trusting in him, and also receiving and resting on him 
alone for salvation as he is offered to us in the gospel. 

 

S: I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who 
lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, 
who loved me and gave himself for me. (Galatians 2:20) 

 
John 1:12. But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children 
of God. 

John 17:3. And this is eternal life, that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have 
sent.  

Romans 1:17. For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith for faith, as it is written, “The 
righteous shall live by faith.  

Romans 3:20-23. For by works of the law no human being will be justified in his sight, since through the 
law comes knowledge of sin. But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, 
although the Law and the Prophets bear witness to it—the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus 
Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction: for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. 

Romans 4:18-21. In hope he believed against hope, that he should become the father of many nations, as 
he had been told, “So shall your offspring be.” He did not weaken in faith when he considered his own 
body, which was as good as dead (since he was about a hundred years old), or when he considered the 
barrenness of Sarah's womb. No unbelief made him waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew 
strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, fully convinced that God was able to do what he had promised. 

Romans 10:10. For with the heart one believes and is justified, and with the mouth one confesses and is 
saved. 

Galatians 2:15-16. We ourselves are Jews by birth and not Gentile sinners; yet we know that a person is 
not justified by works of the law but through faith in Jesus Christ, so we also have believed in Christ Jesus, 
in order to be justified by faith in Christ and not by works of the law, because by works of the law no one 
will be justified. 

Philippians 3:9. And be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, 
but that which comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God that depends on faith. 

Hebrews 4:16. Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy 
and find grace to help in time of need. 

Hebrews 10:39. But we are not of those who shrink back and are destroyed, but of those who have faith 
and preserve their souls.  

Hebrews 11:1-3. Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. For by 
it the people of old received their commendation. By faith we understand that the universe was created by 
the word of God, so that what is seen was not made out of things that are visible.  
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Memory Activity 
 

Write the question and answer on a whiteboard or piece of paper. Erase 2-3 letters 
from each word and instruct the child to write in the missing letters. Repeat this 
exercise three or four days throughout the week, each day erasing a different grouping 
of letters. 
 
 

Teaching Activity 
 

Purchase or find a small gift for each of your child. Begin by giving your child the gift. 
Ask your child if he or she enjoyed receiving the little gift. Ask your child if he or she 
enjoys receiving gifts on special occasions. Explain that we all like receiving gifts and 
that God gave us the greatest gift He could give. Explain that God gave us His Son 
who died and rose again to save us, but He also gave us faith to believe and receive 
His gift of salvation. Introduce Question 30 by reading the question and the answer. 
Finish by leading your child to see God’s gifts in both the answer and the Scriptures 
for this week’s catechism question. 
 
 

Discussion Questions 
 

How would you explain love or faith to someone? 

Does putting your faith solely in Christ encourage or worry you? Why? 

Why do people have a hard time putting their faith in Christ? 
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Week 31 

 
 
 

Q31: What do we believe by true faith? 
 

A31: Everything taught to us in the gospel. The Apostles’ Creed1 expresses what we 
believe in these words: We believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of 
heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into 
hell.2 The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into 
heaven, and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from 
there he will come to judge the living and the dead. We believe in the 
Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church3, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.4 

 

S: Beloved, although I was very eager to write to you about our common 
salvation, I found it necessary to write appealing to you to contend for the faith 
that was once for all delivered to the saints. (Jude 3) 

 
1The Apostles’ Creed contains a basic summary of the apostles’ teaching. The creed 
began developing in the 2nd century A.D. and continued to be developed until the 8th 
century A.D. 
2This phrase was added to the Apostles’ Creed in the 8th century A.D. That Christ 
“descended into hell” is based primarily on an interpretation of 1 Peter 3:18-20 with little 
additional Scriptural support. Because the statement is a late addition, has little Biblical 
support, and is not a universally recognized element of faith, we believe the statement 
should be removed from the current form of the Apostles’ Creed. For more 
information, read Wayne Grudem’s article entitled, “He Did Not Descent into Hell: A 
Plea for Following Scripture Instead of the Apostles’ Creed,” available at 
http://www.waynegrudem.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/08/he-did-not-descend-
into-hell_JETS.pdf. 
3When catholic is used with a lowercase ‘c,’ it simply means universal. This statement 
signifies that we believe that all believers make up the church of Jesus Christ on earth. 
4For additional Scripture references please download the Apostles’ Creed Scripture 
Guide at http://fellowshipjoplin.org/catechism. 
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Memory Activity 
 

Play the Question 31 song (available on the app or a link is available at 
www.fellowshipjoplin.org/catechism). Listen to the song throughout the week. At the 
end of the week, ask your child to sing the song without the music. 
 
 

Teaching Activity 
 

Create a matching card game. First, write each phrase of the Apostles’ Creed on a 
separate index card. Second, using The Apostles’ Creed Scripture Guide, choose one 
Scripture passage for each phrase and write each on a separate index card. Third, mix 
up the cards and place them in a grid. Fourth, play the matching game. Each person 
will turn over two cards in order to match the creed’s phrase with its Scripture 
reference. Finally, as you match each pair, read the Scripture and discuss what the 
phrase from the Apostles’ Creed teaches us about God, Jesus Christ, or the Holy 
Spirit. 
 
 

Discussion Questions 
 

Which is a higher authority, the Apostles Creed of the Bible? Why? 

What does the Apostles Creed teach us about God? 

What is the gospel? How do we see the gospel in the Apostles Creed? 
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Week 32 

 
 
 

Q32: What do justification and sanctification mean? 
 

A32: Justification means our declared righteousness before God, made possible 
by Christ’s death and resurrection for us.1 Sanctification means our gradual, 
growing righteousness, made possible by the Spirit’s work in us.2 

 

S: To those who are elect exiles…according to the foreknowledge of God the 
Father, in the sanctification of the Spirit, for obedience to Jesus Christ and for 
sprinkling with his blood: May grace and peace be multiplied to you. (1 Peter 
1:1-2) 

 
1Romans 3:24. And are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus.  

Romans 5:18-19. Therefore, as one trespass led to condemnation for all men, so one act of righteousness 
leads to justification and life for all men. For as by the one man's disobedience the many were made 
sinners, so by the one man's obedience the many will be made righteous.  

2 Corinthians 5:21. For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might 
become the righteousness of God. 

Ephesians 1:7. In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, 
according to the riches of his grace.  

Galatians 2:16. Yet we know that a person is not justified by works of the law but through faith in Jesus 
Christ, so we also have believed in Christ Jesus, in order to be justified by faith in Christ and not by works 
of the law, because by works of the law no one will be justified.  

Philippians 3:9. And be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, 
but that which comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God that depends on faith. 

Titus 3:5, 7. He saved us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to his own 
mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit…so that being justified by his grace 
we might become heirs according to the hope of eternal life. 
2Ezekiel 36:27. And I will put my Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes and be careful to 
obey my rules. 

Romans 6:4-6. We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was 
raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life. For if we have been 
united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. We know 
that our old self was crucified with him in order that the body of sin might be brought to nothing, so that 
we would no longer be enslaved to sin. 

Romans 6:11. So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.  

1 Corinthians 6:11. And such were some of you. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were 
justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God. 

2 Corinthians 5:17. Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; 
behold, the new has come. 
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2 Corinthians 7:1. Since we have these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from every defilement 
of body and spirit, bringing holiness to completion in the fear of God. 

Ephesians 1:4. Even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy 
and blameless before him in love. 

Ephesians 3:16-19. That according to the riches of his glory he may grant you to be strengthened with 
power through his Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith—that 
you, being rooted and grounded in love, may have strength to comprehend with all the saints what is the 
breadth and length and height and depth, and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, that 
you may be filled with all the fullness of God. 

Ephesians 4:23-24. And to be renewed in the spirit of your minds, and to put on the new self, created 
after the likeness of God in true righteousness and holiness.  

1 Thessalonians 5:23. Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you completely, and may your whole 
spirit and soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

2 Thessalonians 2:13. But we ought always to give thanks to God for you, brothers beloved by the Lord, 
because God chose you as the first-fruits to be saved, through sanctification by the Spirit and belief in the 
truth.  

1 Peter 2:24. He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to 
righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed. 

 
 

Memory Activity 
 

Provide your child with a piece of paper and some markers or colored pencils. 
Instruct them to write out the catechism question and answer. Instruct them to select 
a few key words and decorate those words to emphasize the key ideas. After a few 
minutes ask them to turn the paper over and recite the question and answer. 
 
 

Discussion Questions 
 

What is the difference between justification and sanctification? 

How do I know if I have been justified? 

How can I tell if I am being sanctified? 

What are some ways you need to be more like Jesus? Pray and ask God to help you 
become more like Jesus. 
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Week 33 

 
 
 

Q33: Should those who have faith in Christ seek their salvation through their 
own works, or anywhere else? 

 

A33: No, they should not, as everything necessary to salvation is found in 
Christ. To seek salvation through good works is a denial that Christ is the only 
Redeemer and Savior. 

 

S: Yet we know that a person is not justified by works of the law but through 
faith in Jesus Christ, so we also have believed in Christ Jesus, in order to be 
justified by faith in Christ and not by works of the law, because by works of the 
law no one will be justified. (Galatians 2:16) 

 
Romans 3:24. And are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in 
Christ Jesus. 

Ephesians 2:8-9. For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your 
own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast.  

2 Timothy 1:12. Which is why I suffer as I do. But I am not ashamed, for I know whom 
I have believed, and I am convinced that he is able to guard until that day what has been 
entrusted to me. 

Jude 24. Now to him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you 
blameless before the presence of his glory with great joy. 
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Memory Activity 
 

Write the question and answer on a roll of paper. Instruct the child read each word as 
it is unrolled. Reroll the paper and unroll the paper again but instruct the child to try 
and say each word before the word is unrolled. 
 
 

Teaching Activity 
 

Create a Poster. Explain to your children that the catechism question and answer this 
week is like a math problem: Jesus + Anything = Nothing. Explain that Jesus did all 
of the work of salvation on the cross and so we can’t add anything to His salvation. 
Help your child decorate a poster with Jesus + Anything = Nothing. 
 
 

Discussion Questions 
 

Does this mean that we do not have to obey God’s commands in the Bible? Why? 

Why do you think so many people are tempted to find their salvation in their works? 
Why is this impossible? 
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Week 34 

 
 
 

Q34: Since we are redeemed by grace alone, through Christ alone, must we 
still do good works and obey God’s Word? 

 

A34: Yes, because Christ, having redeemed us by his blood, also renews us by his 
Spirit; so that our lives may show love and gratitude to God1; so that we 
may be assured of our faith by the fruits;2 and so that by our godly behavior 
others may be won to Christ3. 

 

S: But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his 
own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you 
out of darkness into his marvelous light. Once you were not a people, but now 
you are God's people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have 
received mercy. Beloved, I urge you as sojourners and exiles to abstain from 
the passions of the flesh, which wage war against your soul. Keep your conduct 
among the Gentiles honorable, so that when they speak against you as 
evildoers, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day of 
visitation. (1 Peter 2:9-12) 

 
1 Ephesians 2:10. For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, 

which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them. 

2 Timothy 3:16-17. All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, 
for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may 
be complete, equipped for every good work. 

2 1 Thessalonians 1:3-5. Remembering before our God and Father your work of faith 
and labor of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. For we know, 
brothers loved by God, that he has chosen you, because our gospel came to you not 
only in word, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction. You 
know what kind of men we proved to be among you for your sake. 

3 Matthew 5:14-16. You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. 
Nor do people light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light 
to all in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may 
see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven. 
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Memory Activity 
 

Play the Question 34 song (available on the app or a link is available at 
www.fellowshipjoplin.org/catechism). Listen to the song two to three times and then 
instruct the children sing the song without the music. 
 
 

Teaching Activity 
 

If you have a passport, show it to your child (If not look one up on the internet). 
Discuss the different information found on the passport: name, age, residence, etc.. 
Then explain that the main purpose of the passports is to identify the citizenship of 
person. Visit www.passportindex.org to look at all the different passports from 
around the world. Discuss how each passport points to the citizenship for each 
country. Explain that if a person changes their citizenship then they would get a new 
passport from their new country. Read 2 Peter 2:9-12 and explain that when we 
become Christians, we become a citizen of heaven and are then expected to act like a 
citizen of our new home which means obedience to Christ. (Optional: If your child is 
a believer, direct them to create a passport for themselves for the kingdom of heaven.) 
 
 

Discussion Questions 
 

Read Ephesians 2:10. What are some of the works that God created us to do? What 
happens if we do not do those works? 

Read Romans 8:28-30. What is the purpose of predestination according to Romans 
8:29? (to be conformed to Christ’s image) How does obedience and good works 
conform us to the image of Christ. 
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Week 35 

 
 
 

Q35: Since we are redeemed by grace alone, through faith alone, where does 
this faith come from? 

 

A35: All the gifts we receive from Christ we receive through the Holy Spirit, 
including faith itself. 

 

S: But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, he 
saved us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to 
his own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, 
whom he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior. (Titus 3:4-6) 

 
Romans 8:9. You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of 
God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to 
him. 

1 Corinthians 12:3. Therefore I want you to understand that no one speaking in the 
Spirit of God ever says “Jesus is accursed!” and no one can say “Jesus is Lord” except in 
the Holy Spirit. 
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Memory Activity 
 

Create a word search using all the words (or key words) from the question and 
answer. Instruct your child to find each of the words in the word search and then 
recite the question and answer. 
 
 

Teaching Activity 
 

Buy or create individual large letters for the word ‘faith.’ Place these letters in a box. 
Wrap the box like a Christmas present. Place a gift tag on the box that reads: “To: 
New Christian, From: The Holy Spirit.” During your devotion, give the gift to the 
child and direct them to open it. After they open it, have them put the letters together 
to form the word ‘faith.’ If the child did not notice the gift tag, point out the gift is 
from the Holy Spirit. Read Ephesians 2:8. Explain that salvation by faith alone is a gift 
of God through the Holy Spirit. 
 

Discussion Questions 
 

If God gives the gift of faith, does that mean that humans are just robots with no 
choices? 

How can we be sure that the Holy Spirit has given us the gift of faith? How can we be 
sure the Holy Spirit is working inside of us? 

How does this truth change how we respond to God’s call of salvation in our lives? 
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Week 36 

 
 
 

Q36: What do we believe about the Holy Spirit? 
 

A36: That he is God, coeternal with the Father and the Son, and that God grants 
him irrevocably to all who believe. 

 

S: And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Helper, to be with you 
forever, even the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it 
neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, for he dwells with you and 
will be in you. (John 14:16–17) 

 
Matthew 28:19. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

John 15:26. But when the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of 
truth, who proceeds from the Father, he will bear witness about me.  

Acts 5:3-4. But Peter said, “Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and 
to keep back for yourself part of the proceeds of the land? While it remained unsold, did it not 
remain your own? And after it was sold, was it not at your disposal? Why is it that you have 
contrived this deed in your heart? You have not lied to man but to God.” When Ananias heard 
these words, he fell down and breathed his last. And great fear came upon all who heard of it.  

Acts 9:31. So the church throughout all Judea and Galilee and Samaria had peace and was being 
built up. And walking in the fear of the Lord and in the comfort of the Holy Spirit, it multiplied.  

1 Corinthians 3:16. Do you not know that you are God's temple and that God's Spirit dwells in 
you?  

1 Corinthians 6:19. Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within 
you, whom you have from God? You are not your own,  

2 Corinthians 1:21-22. And it is God who establishes us with you in Christ, and has anointed us, 
and who has also put his seal on us and given us his Spirit in our hearts as a guarantee.  

Galatians 3:14. So that in Christ Jesus the blessing of Abraham might come to the Gentiles, so 
that we might receive the promised Spirit through faith. 

Galatians 4:6. And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, 
crying, “Abba! Father!”  

Ephesians 1:13. In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your 
salvation, and believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit.  

1 Peter 1:2. According to the foreknowledge of God the Father, in the sanctification of the 
Spirit, for obedience to Jesus Christ and for sprinkling with his blood: May grace and peace be 
multiplied to you.  
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Memory Activity 
 

Have everyone in the family sit in a circle. Read the catechism question and answer 
one word at a time rotating clockwise through the circle. 
 
 

Teaching Activity 
 

Find a photo of each of the following professions: doctor, nurse, firefighter, police 
officer, paramedic, teacher, soldier. Show each photo to your child and ask them to 
explain how that person/profession helps people. Explain that the next catechism 
questions teach us how the Holy Spirit is our helper. Read John 16:7. Explain that 
Jesus comforts His disciples by telling them that He will send them a helper, the Holy 
Spirit. Read through the additional Scripture passages and discuss what each passage 
teaches about the Holy Spirit.  
 
 

Discussion Questions 
 

Read each of the Scripture verses above and ask what each teaches about the Holy 
Spirit. 

Who is the Holy Spirit? 

How do we know if we have the Holy Spirit? 
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Week 37 

 
 
 

Q37: How does the Holy Spirit help us? 
 

A37: The Holy Spirit convicts us of our sin,1 comforts us,2 guides us,3 gives us 
spiritual gifts4 and the desire to obey God;5 and he enables us to pray6 and to 
understand God’s Word.7 

 

S: And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word 
of God, praying at all times in the Spirit, with all prayer and supplication. To 
that end keep alert with all perseverance, making supplication for all the saints. 
(Ephesians 6:17-18) 

 
1 John 16:7-8. Nevertheless, I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, 

for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you. But if I go, I will send him to 
you. And when he comes, he will convict the world concerning sin and righteousness 
and judgment. 

2 Acts 9:31. So the church throughout all Judea and Galilee and Samaria had peace and 
was being built up. And walking in the fear of the Lord and in the comfort of the 
Holy Spirit, it multiplied. 

3 John 16:13. When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth, for he 
will not speak on his own authority, but whatever he hears he will speak, and he will 
declare to you the things that are to come.   

4 1 Corinthians 12:4-11. Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there 
are varieties of service, but the same Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it is 
the same God who empowers them all in everyone. To each is given the 
manifestation of the Spirit for the common good…All these are empowered by one 
and the same Spirit, who apportions to each one individually as he wills. 

5 Galatians 5:16-17. But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of 
the flesh. 

6 Romans 8:26-27. Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know 
what to pray for as we ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groanings 
too deep for words.  And he who searches hearts knows what is the mind of the 
Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God. 

7 John 14:26. But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, 
he will teach you all things and bring to your remembrance all that I have said to you. 
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Memory Activity 
 

Write each word of the catechism question and answer on a separate piece of paper. 
Mix up the words and instruct the children to put the words in the correct order of 
the question and answer. 
 
 

Teaching Activity 
 

Write the following roles of the Holy Spirit on a piece of paper: helper, giver of peace, 
teacher, convictor of sin, teacher of truth, giver of life, helper in prayer. Write the 
following verses on a post-it note: John 14:16, John 14:27, John 15:26, John 16:7-8, 
John 16:13, Romans 8:11, Romans 8:26. Tape the papers with the roles of the Holy 
Spirit around the room. Place the post-it notes on a table. Direct the children to look 
up the Scripture references and determine which verse goes with which role. Then 
walk around the room looking at each role of the Holy Spirit and discuss how the 
Spirit works in each way in our lives. 
 
 

Discussion Questions 
 

What is the most helpful activity of the Holy Spirit in your life right now? 

What misunderstandings do you think people have about the activity of the Holy 
Spirit? Where do you think these misunderstandings come from? 

How is the Holy Spirit like Christ as another helper? 
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Q38: What is prayer? 
 

A38: Prayer is pouring out our hearts to God in praise, petition, confession of sin, 
and thanksgiving. 

 

S: Trust in him at all times, O people; pour out your heart before him; God is a 
refuge for us. (Psalm 62:8) 

 
Psalm 10:17. O Lord, you hear the desire of the afflicted; you will strengthen their heart; 
you will incline your ear.  

Psalm 32:5-6. I acknowledged my sin to you, and I did not cover my iniquity; I said, “I 
will confess my transgressions to the Lord,” and you forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
Therefore let everyone who is godly offer prayer to you at a time when you may be 
found; surely in the rush of great waters, they shall not reach him.  

Psalm 62:8. Trust in him at all times, O people; pour out your heart before him; God is 
a refuge for us.  

Psalm 145:19. He fulfills the desire of those who fear him; he also hears their cry and 
saves them. 

Matthew 7:7-8. Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it 
will be opened to you. For everyone who asks receives, and the one who seeks finds, and 
to the one who knocks it will be opened. 

John 14:13-14. Whatever you ask in my name, this I will do, that the Father may be 
glorified in the Son. If you ask me anything in my name, I will do it.  

John 16:23. In that day you will ask nothing of me. Truly, truly, I say to you, whatever 
you ask of the Father in my name, he will give it to you.  

Romans 8:26. Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know what 
to pray for as we ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep 
for words.  

Philippians 4:6. Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.  

1 John 1:9. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  

1 John 5:14. And this is the confidence that we have toward him, that if we ask anything 
according to his will he hears us.  
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Memory Activity 
 

Instruct the children to write the question and answer on a piece of paper. Next, 
instruct them to replace the words with pictures on a different sheet of paper. Finally, 
instruct them to read the catechism question and answer from the pictures alone. 
 
 

Teaching Activity 
 

Option 1. Help your child make a prayer journal. This could just be paper folded 
together or something much nicer. Let your child color or decorate the prayer journal 
anyway they want. Spend some time discussing prayer and what kind of things they 
should write in their prayer journal (prayer requests, answered prayers, etc). 
 
Option 2. Get a small piece of poster board. Ask your children what questions they 
have about prayer. Write those questions on the poster board. Let them know that 
you will be talking about prayer for the next few weeks and that you will work 
together to answer their questions through this section of the catechism. 
 
 

Discussion Questions 
 

What are some of the biggest obstacles to spending time in prayer? 

What is your greatest struggle in prayer? What is your greatest strength in prayer? 

What is one thing you can do this week to be more intentional in your prayer life? 
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Q39: With what attitude should we pray? 
 

A39: With love,1 perseverance,2 and gratefulness;3 in humble submission to 
God’s will,4 knowing that, for the sake of Christ, he always hears our prayers.5 

 

S: Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication 
with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. (Philippians 4:6) 

 
1 Psalm 116:1-2. I love the Lord, because he has heard my voice and my pleas for 

mercy. Because he inclined his ear to me, therefore I will call on him as long as I live. 

Romans 15:30. I appeal to you, brothers, by our Lord Jesus Christ and by the love of 
the Spirit, to strive together with me in your prayers to God on my behalf. 

2 Ephesians 6:18. Praying at all times in the Spirit, with all prayer and supplication. To 
that end, keep alert with all perseverance, making supplication for all the saints. 

3 Philipians 4:6. Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 

4 Matthew 6:9a, 10. Pray then like this…Your kingdom come, your will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. 

Matthew 26:39. And going a little farther he fell on his face and prayed, saying, “My 
Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as 
you will.” 

5 Proverbs 15:29. The Lord is far from the wicked, but he hears the prayer of the 
righteous. 

John 9:31. We know that God does not listen to sinners, but if anyone is a worshiper 
of God and does his will, God listens to him. 

1 John 5:14. And this is the confidence that we have toward him, that if we ask 
anything according to his will he hears us. 

1 Peter 3:12. For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous, and his ears are open to 
their prayer. But the face of the Lord is against those who do evil.”  
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Memory Activity 
 

Create a word search using all the words (or key words) from the question and 
answer. Instruct your child to find each of the words in the word search and then 
recite the question and answer. 
 
 

Teaching Activity 
 

Discuss the meaning of attitude. (An attitude is a response to an idea, person, or 
situation that affects your behavior.) Download several photos of famous people your 
children would recognize prior to your time together. Show your child each person 
and ask them to describe what their attitude would be if that met that person. Ask 
them what their attitude would be if they were in the presence of God. What attitude 
do they think they would have? Explain that when we pray we are in the presence of 
God and should have an attitude of love, gratefulness, humility, and because He hears 
our prayers we should always pray with perseverance. 
 
 

Discussion Questions 
 

Is prayer something that is enjoyable or does it feel more like a chore? Why? 

How can we keep our prayers from being simply a list of requests? 

How do we pray according to God’s will? 
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Q40: What should we pray? 
 

A40: The whole Word of God directs and inspires us in what we should pray, 
including the prayer Jesus himself taught us. 

 

S: For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, from whom every family in 
heaven and on earth is named, that according to the riches of his glory he may 
grant you to be strengthened with power through his Spirit in your inner being, 
so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith—that you, being rooted 
and grounded in love, may have strength to comprehend with all the saints 
what is the breadth and length and height and depth, and to know the love of 
Christ that surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled with all the fullness of 
God. Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or 
think, according to the power at work within us, to him be glory in the church 
and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever. Amen. 
(Ephesians 3:14–21) 

 
Matthew 6:9-13. Pray then like this: “Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. And lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

Luke 11:2-4. And he said to them, “When you pray, say: “Father, hallowed be your 
name. Your kingdom come. Give us each day our daily bread, and forgive us our sins, 
for we ourselves forgive everyone who is indebted to us. And lead us not into 
temptation.” 

2 Timothy 3:16-17. All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for 
reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be 
complete, equipped for every good work.  
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Memory Activity 
 

Write the question on one side of an index card and the answer on the other. Use 
these as flash cards throughout the week to memorize the question and answer. 
 
 

Teaching Activity 
 

Create a list of 10-12 prayers. Create some prayers that align with what the Bible 
teaches about prayer (i.e. Father, help me to be content with what I have. If it would 
be good for me, I would like a new bike). Also create some prayers that go against 
what the Bible teaches (i.e. Father, I know I won’t be happy unless I can have a new 
bike, so please give me one.) During your time discussing the catechism question and 
answer, make a line. Instruct your child that you are going to read a series of prayers. 
If the prayer aligns with what the Bible teaches they are to step to the right side of the 
line. If they prayer go against what the Bible teaches, they are to step to the left side of 
the line. With each prayer, ask them why the prayer aligns or goes against the Bible. 
 
 

Discussion Questions 
 

What is our source for learning how we should pray? 

How would our prayers be different if they were not guided by Scripture? 

How have you grown in your prayer life as a result of studying Scripture? 

What key Scriptural truths come to mind when you think about how to pray? 
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Q41: What is the Lord’s Prayer? 
 

A41: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,1 your kingdom come,2 
your will be done,3 on earth as it is in heaven. Give us today our daily 
bread.4 And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.5 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.6 

 

S: For Pray then like this: “Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name...” 
(Matthew 6:9) 

 
1 Psalm 67:1-3. May God be gracious to us and bless us and make his face to shine upon us, that your way may 

be known on earth, your saving power among all nations. Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the 
peoples praise you! 
Revelation 4:11. “Worthy are you, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power, for you created 
all things, and by your will they existed and were created.”  

2 Matthew 9:37-38. Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore 
pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.  
Romans 10:1-2. Brothers, my heart's desire and prayer to God for them is that they may be saved. For I bear 
them witness that they have a zeal for God, but not according to knowledge. 
2 Thessalonians 3:1. Finally, brothers, pray for us, that the word of the Lord may speed ahead and be 
honored, as happened among you. 
Revelation 22:20. He who testifies to these things says, “Surely I am coming soon.” Amen. Come, Lord 
Jesus! 

3 Psalm 25:4-5. Make me to know your ways, O Lord; teach me your paths. Lead me in your truth and teach 
me, for you are the God of my salvation; for you I wait all the day long.  
Psalm 103:20-21. Bless the Lord, O you his angels, you mighty ones who do his word, obeying the voice of 
his word! Bless the Lord, all his hosts, his ministers, who do his will!  
Psalm 119:26. When I told of my ways, you answered me; teach me your statutes! 

4 Proverbs 30:8-9. Remove far from me falsehood and lying; give me neither poverty nor riches; feed me with 
the food that is needful for me, lest I be full and deny you and say, “Who is the Lord?” or lest I be poor and 
steal and profane the name of my God.  
1 Timothy 6:6-8. But godliness with contentment is great gain, for we brought nothing into the world, and 
we cannot take anything out of the world. But if we have food and clothing, with these we will be content. 
1 Timothy 4:4-5. And will turn away from listening to the truth and wander off into myths. As for you, 
always be sober-minded, endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry.  

5 Mark 11:25. And whenever you stand praying, forgive, if you have anything against anyone, so that your 
Father also who is in heaven may forgive you your trespasses. 
Matthew 18:35. So also my heavenly Father will do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your 
brother from your heart.” 

6 Matthew 26:41. Watch and pray that you may not enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the 
flesh is weak.  
1 Corinthians 10:13. No temptation has overtaken you that is not common to man. God is faithful, and he 
will not let you be tempted beyond your ability, but with the temptation he will also provide the way of 
escape, that you may be able to endure it.  
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Memory Activity 
 

Write the question and answer on a whiteboard or piece of paper. Each day erase 
three or four words and put blanks in their place. Have your children read the 
question and answer each day replacing the blanks with the correct missing words. 
 
 

Teaching Activity 
 

Create a blank bookmark using cardstock paper. Instruct your child to write the 
Lord’s Prayer on the bookmark and then decorate the bookmark. Encourage your 
child to place the bookmark in his or her Bible so that they can easily be reminded of 
the Lord’s Prayer as they open their Bible. 
 
 

Discussion Questions 
 

What request in the Lord’s Pray do you find the easiest to pray? Hardest? Why? 

What would it look like for God’s name to be hallowed in your daily life? 

Why is it important that we ask for God’s will to be done before asking our own 
requests? 

What does the Lord’s Prayer teach us about forgiveness? 
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Q42: How is the Word of God to be read and heard? 
 

A42: With diligence, preparation, and prayer; so that we may accept it with 
faith, store it in our hearts, and practice it in our lives. 

 

S: All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, 
for correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be 
complete, equipped for every good work. (2 Timothy 3:16-17) 

 
Exodus 24:7. Then he took the Book of the Covenant and read it in the hearing of the people. 
And they said, “All that the Lord has spoken we will do, and we will be obedient.”  
2 Chronicles 34:27. Because your heart was tender and you humbled yourself before God when 
you heard his words against this place and its inhabitants, and you have humbled yourself before 
me and have torn your clothes and wept before me, I also have heard you, declares the Lord.  
Ezra 7:10. For Ezra had set his heart to study the Law of the Lord, and to do it and to teach his 
statutes and rules in Israel.  
Nehemiah 8:6-8. And Ezra blessed the Lord, the great God, and all the people answered, “Amen, 
Amen,” lifting up their hands. And they bowed their heads and worshiped the Lord with their 
faces to the ground. Also Jeshua, Bani, Sherebiah, Jamin, Akkub, Shabbethai, Hodiah, Maaseiah, 
Kelita, Azariah, Jozabad, Hanan, Pelaiah, the Levites, helped the people to understand the Law, 
while the people remained in their places. They read from the book, from the Law of God, clearly, 
and they gave the sense, so that the people understood the reading.  
Psalm 19:7. The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul; the testimony of the Lord is sure, 
making wise the simple. 
Psalm 119:97. Oh how I love your law! It is my meditation all the day.  
Proverbs 8:34. Blessed is the one who listens to me, watching daily at my gates, waiting beside my 
doors.  
Acts 17:11. Now these Jews were more noble than those in Thessalonica; they received the word 
with all eagerness, examining the Scriptures daily to see if these things were so.  
Romans 1:16. For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to 
everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. 
2 Thessalonians 2:13. And we also thank God constantly for this, that when you received the 
word of God, which you heard from us, you accepted it not as the word of men but as what it 
really is, the word of God, which is at work in you believers.  
1 Peter 2:1-2. So put away all malice and all deceit and hypocrisy and envy and all slander. Like 
newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up into salvation.  
2 Peter 1:19-21. And we have the prophetic word more fully confirmed, to which you will do well 
to pay attention as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises 
in your hearts, knowing this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture comes from someone's own 
interpretation. For no prophecy was ever produced by the will of man, but men spoke from God 
as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.   
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Memory Activity 
 

Write each word of the question and answer on a different index card. Then mix up 
the index cards. Instruct the children to put the words of the question and answer in 
the correct order. 
 
 

Teaching Activity 
 

Instruct the child to create two identical hearts from construction paper. (The easiest 
way to do this is fold two pieces of construction paper in half together, draw a half 
heart and cut the two sheets together.) Cut a small slit in the middle of one of the 
hearts. Then glue the edges of the two hearts together back-to-back. Cut a small piece 
of paper and have the child write 2 Timothy 3:16-17 on the paper. Read Psalm 119:11 
and have the child slip the paper into the heart through the slit. Talk about the 
importance of putting God’s Word in our heart. 
 
 

Discussion Questions 
 

What is most challenging about spending time reading the Bible? 

What do you think keeps most people from spending quality time with the Word of 
God? 

How would you define “quality time” reading the Bible? 

Why is spending time reading the Bible so important for a Christian? 
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Q43: What are the sacraments or ordinances? 
 

A43: The sacraments or ordinances given by God and instituted by Christ, namely 
baptism and the Lord’s Supper, are visible signs and seals that we are bound 
together as a community of faith by his death and resurrection. By our use of 
them the Holy Spirit more fully declares and seals the promises of the gospel to 
us. 

 

S: We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as 
Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk 
in newness of life. (Romans 6:4) 

 
And he took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to 
them, saying, “This is my body, which is given for you. Do this in 
remembrance of me.” And likewise the cup after they had eaten, saying, “This 
cup that is poured out for you is the new covenant in my blood.” (Luke 22:19-
20) 

 
 
 

The following is the statement on baptism and the Lord’s Supper from Article VII of the 
Baptist Faith and Message 2000. 
 

Baptism. Christian baptism is the immersion of a believer in water in the name of the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. It is an act of obedience symbolizing the believer's 
faith in a crucified, buried, and risen Saviour, the believer's death to sin, the burial of the 
old life, and the resurrection to walk in newness of life in Christ Jesus. It is a testimony to 
his faith in the final resurrection of the dead. Being a church ordinance, it is prerequisite to 
the privileges of church membership and to the Lord's Supper. 
 

Lord’s Supper. The Lord's Supper is a symbolic act of obedience whereby members of 
the church, through partaking of the bread and the fruit of the vine, memorialize the death 
of the Redeemer and anticipate His second coming. 
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Memory Activity 
 

Write the question and answer on a whiteboard or piece of paper. Erase 2-3 letters 
from each word and instruct the child to write in the missing letters. Repeat this 
exercise three or four days throughout the week, each day erasing a different grouping 
of letters. 
 
 

Teaching Activity 
 

Interview a pastor or deacon about the ordinances. Ask about their salvation 
experience, their baptism, and their experience with the Lord’s Supper. Ask about the 
importance of the ordinances, how the church decides when people are ready to be 
baptized, how the church decides when and how often to serve the Lord’s Supper, 
and who should participate in either of the ordinances. 
 
 

Discussion Questions 
 

What does baptism symbolize? Why is the act of baptism important? 

What does the Lord’s Supper symbolize? Why is participating in the Lord’s Supper 
important for the Christian? 

Has God used these ordinances in a profound way to draw you closer to Christ and 
strengthen your faith? If so, how? 
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Q44: What is baptism? 
 

A44: Baptism is the washing with water in the name of the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Spirit; it signifies and seals our adoption into Christ, our 
cleansing from sin, and our commitment to belong to the Lord and to his 
church. 

 

S: We Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name 
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit . . . (Matthew 28:19) 

 
Matthew 3:6. And they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins.  

Mark 16:16. Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe 
will be condemned.  

Acts 2:38. And Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name 
of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit.  

Acts 8:12. But when they believed Philip as he preached good news about the kingdom of 
God and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and women.  

Acts 8:36. And as they were going along the road they came to some water, and the 
eunuch said, “See, here is water! What prevents me from being baptized?” 

Acts 10:47-48. “Can anyone withhold water for baptizing these people, who have received 
the Holy Spirit just as we have?” And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of 
Jesus Christ. Then they asked him to remain for some days.  

Romans 6:3-5. Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus 
were baptized into his death? We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in 
order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might 
walk in newness of life. For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall 
certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his.  

Galatians 3:27. For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ.  

Colossians 2:12. having been buried with him in baptism, in which you were also raised 
with him through faith in the powerful working of God, who raised him from the dead. 
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Memory Activity 
 

Instruct your child to come up with an action for each of the key words (i.e. adoption, 
cleansing, etc). Then recite the memory verse using the actions. 
 
 

Teaching Activity 
 

Download and print several different pictures of symbols (i.e. police badge, silver star, 
skull and crossbones, etc). Show each symbol and ask your child to identify what each 
sign or symbol means. Point out that baptism is a symbol of our union with Christ. 
Also point out that just like a police badge does not make a person a police officer or 
a skull and crossbones does not make something poisonous, baptism does not save a 
person. Rather, these symbols point to a greater reality; for baptism, it points to our 
relationship and obedience to Christ. 
 
 

Discussion Questions 
 

What does baptism symbolize? 

Why is the act of baptism important? 

Does baptism save us? Why or why not? 

What are some other views about baptism? How would you respond to these other 
views? 
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Q45: Is baptism with water the washing away of sin itself? 
 

A45: No, only the blood of Christ and the renewal of the Holy Spirit can cleanse 
us from sin. 

 

S: John answered them all, saying, “I baptize you with water, but he who is 
mightier than I is coming, the strap of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. 
He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.” (Luke 3:16) 

 
Matthew 3:11. I baptize you with water for repentance, but he who is coming after me is 
mightier than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy 
Spirit and fire. 

1 Peter 3:21. Baptism, which corresponds to this, now saves you, not as a removal of dirt 
from the body but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ. 

1 John 1:7. But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one 
another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. 
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Memory Activity 
 

Provide your child with a piece of paper and some markers or colored pencils. 
Instruct them to write out the catechism question and answer. Instruct them to select 
a few key words and decorate those words to emphasize the key ideas. After a few 
minutes ask them to turn the paper over and recite the question and answer. 
 
 

Teaching Activity 
 

For this activity you will need a small, cheap dry-erase board, a permanent marker, a 
red dry-erase marker, water, and some tissues.  
 
Draw a heart with the word sin inside of it on the dry-erase board using the 
permanent marker. Direct your child’s attention to the heart on the dry-erase board 
and remind them that we are all born sinful. Explain that the question this week 
highlights that sin cannot be removed by the water of baptism. Illustrate this by 
pouring water over the white board and trying to erase the sin. Dry the white board 
and explain that only Jesus’ blood can wash our away sin. Read 1 John 1:7 and color 
over the word sin completely with the red dry-erase marker. The word sin will 
disappear and you can wipe off the markings easily with a tissue. 
 
 

Discussion Questions 
 

Can a person be saved and yet not be baptized? Can a person be baptized and yet not 
be saved? Why? 

Why is it important to understand that the act of baptism does not save people? 

Is there anything else you do not understand about baptism? If so, what? 
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Q46: What is the Lord’s Supper? 
 

A46: Christ commanded all Christians to eat bread and to drink from the cup 
in thankful remembrance of him and his death. The Lord’s Supper is a 
celebration of the presence of God in our midst; bringing us into communion 
with God and with one another; feeding and nourishing our souls. It also 
anticipates the day when we will eat and drink with Christ in his Father’s 
kingdom. 

 

S: For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus 
on the night when he was betrayed took bread, and when he had given thanks, 
he broke it, and said, “This is my body which is for you. Do this in 
remembrance of me.” In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, 
saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you 
drink it, in remembrance of me.” For as often as you eat this bread and drink 
the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. (1 Corinthians 11:23–
26) 

 
Matthew 26:26-29. Now as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and after blessing it broke it and gave it to 
the disciples, and said, “Take, eat; this is my body.” And he took a cup, and when he had given thanks he 
gave it to them, saying, “Drink of it, all of you, for this is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for 
many for the forgiveness of sins. I tell you I will not drink again of this fruit of the vine until that day when I 
drink it new with you in my Father's kingdom.” 

Mark 14:22-26. And as they were eating, he took bread, and after blessing it broke it and gave it to them, 
and said, “Take; this is my body.” And he took a cup, and when he had given thanks he gave it to them, and 
they all drank of it. And he said to them, “This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many. 
Truly, I say to you, I will not drink again of the fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new in the 
kingdom of God.”  

Luke 22:14-23. And when the hour came, he reclined at table, and the apostles with him. And he said to 
them, “I have earnestly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer. For I tell you I will not eat it 
until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God.” And he took a cup, and when he had given thanks he said, “Take 
this, and divide it among yourselves. For I tell you that from now on I will not drink of the fruit of the vine 
until the kingdom of God comes.” And he took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it 
to them, saying, “This is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” And likewise the 
cup after they had eaten, saying, “This cup that is poured out for you is the new covenant in my blood. But 
behold, the hand of him who betrays me is with me on the table. For the Son of Man goes as it has been 
determined, but woe to that man by whom he is betrayed!” And they began to question one another, which 
of them it could be who was going to do this.  

1 Corinthians 10:16. The cup of blessing that we bless, is it not a participation in the blood of Christ? The 
bread that we break, is it not a participation in the body of Christ?  
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Memory Activity 
 

Write the question and answer on a roll of paper. Instruct the child read each word as 
it is unrolled. Reroll the paper and unroll the paper again but instruct the child to try 
and say each word before the word is unrolled. 
 
 

Teaching Activity 
 

Play the song Behold the Lamb by Keith and Kristyn Getty and Stuart Townend. Give 
each child a blank piece of paper and markers. As the song is played, instruct the 
children to draw pictures that represent the Passover Feast and the Lord’s Supper. 
 
 

Discussion Questions 
 

Who can participate in the Lord’s Supper? 

What do we remember when we participate in the Lord’s Supper? What do we look 
forward to when we participate in the Lord’s Supper? 

Share about how the Lord’s Supper has affected your faith? 
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Q47: Does the Lord’s Supper add anything to Christ’s atoning work? 
 

A47: No, Christ died once for all.1 The Lord’s Supper is a covenant meal 
celebrating Christ’s atoning work; as it is also a means of strengthening our 
faith as we look to him, and a foretaste of the future feast.2 But those who take 
part with unrepentant hearts eat and drink judgment on themselves.3 

 

S: For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he 
might bring us to God... (1 Peter 3:18) 

 
1. Romans 6:10. For the death he died he died to sin, once for all, but the life he lives he lives to God.  

Hebrews 7:27. He has no need, like those high priests, to offer sacrifices daily, first for his own sins and 
then for those of the people, since he did this once for all when he offered up himself. 
Hebrews 9:28. So Christ, having been offered once to bear the sins of many, will appear a second time, 
not to deal with sin but to save those who are eagerly waiting for him. 
Hebrews 10:10. And by that will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ 
once for all.  

2. Matthew 26:26-29. Now as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and after blessing it broke it and gave it to 
the disciples, and said, “Take, eat; this is my body.” And he took a cup, and when he had given thanks he 
gave it to them, saying, “Drink of it, all of you, for this is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out 
for many for the forgiveness of sins. I tell you I will not drink again of this fruit of the vine until that day 
when I drink it new with you in my Father's kingdom.” 
Mark 14:22-26. And as they were eating, he took bread, and after blessing it broke it and gave it to them, 
and said, “Take; this is my body.” And he took a cup, and when he had given thanks he gave it to them, 
and they all drank of it. And he said to them, “This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for 
many. Truly, I say to you, I will not drink again of the fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new in 
the kingdom of God.” 

 Luke 22:14-23. And when the hour came, he reclined at table, and the apostles with him. And he said to 
them, “I have earnestly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer. For I tell you I will not eat it 
until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God.” And he took a cup, and when he had given thanks he said, 
“Take this, and divide it among yourselves. For I tell you that from now on I will not drink of the fruit of 
the vine until the kingdom of God comes.” And he took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it 
and gave it to them, saying, “This is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
And likewise the cup after they had eaten, saying, “This cup that is poured out for you is the new covenant 
in my blood. But behold, the hand of him who betrays me is with me on the table. For the Son of Man 
goes as it has been determined, but woe to that man by whom he is betrayed!” And they began to question 
one another, which of them it could be who was going to do this. 

3. 1 Corinthians 11:27-32. Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy 
manner will be guilty concerning the body and blood of the Lord. Let a person examine himself, then, and 
so eat of the bread and drink of the cup. For anyone who eats and drinks without discerning the body eats 
and drinks judgment on himself. That is why many of you are weak and ill, and some have died. But if we 
judged ourselves truly, we would not be judged. But when we are judged by the Lord, we are disciplined so 
that we may not be condemned along with the world.  
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Memory Activity 
 

Play the Question 47 song (available on the app or a link is available at 
www.fellowshipjoplin.org/catechism). Listen to the song two to three times and then 
instruct the children sing the song without the music. 
 
 

Teaching Activity 
 

Instruct your child to write a letter to himself or herself about the Lord’s Supper. 
Encourage him or her to write things in the letter that he or she may need to be 
reminded of regarding the Lord’s Supper. Have the child write the letter, address an 
envelop to himself or herself, and seal the envelop. 
 
Find out from one of the pastors when the next Lord’s Supper is scheduled. Hold on 
to the letter until the morning of the next Lord’s Supper. Give the child his or her 
letter and have him or her read their letter before the Lord’s Supper service. 
 
 

Discussion Questions 
 

What are the dangers in seeing the Lord’s Supper as adding to the work of Christ? 
How can we protect ourselves from falling into these dangers? 

How can the Lord’s Supper strengthen our faith? 

What practical steps can we take to keep the Lord’s Supper from becoming empty 
repetition? 
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Q48: What is the church? 
 

A48: God chooses and preserves for himself a community elected for eternal life 
and united by faith, who love, follow, learn from, and worship God 
together. God sends out this community to proclaim the gospel and prefigure 
Christ’s kingdom by the quality of their life together and their love for one 
another. 

 

S: But we ought always to give thanks to God for you, brothers beloved by the 
Lord, because God chose you as the firstfruits to be saved, through 
sanctification by the Spirit and belief in the truth. (2 Thessalonians 2:13) 

 
1 Corinthians 1:2. To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those sanctified in Christ 
Jesus, called to be saints together with all those who in every place call upon the name of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, both their Lord and ours. 

Ephesians 1:22-23. And he put all things under his feet and gave him as head over all 
things to the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all. 

Ephesians 4:11-12. And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the 
shepherds and teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the 
body of Christ, until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the 
Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ. 

Revelation 7:9. After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could 
number, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before 
the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their 
hands.  
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Memory Activity 
 

Instruct the children to come up with one key word for each of the first three 
commandments and remember that key word. Instruct them read through each 
commandment emphasizing the key word. Then give them each key word and have 
them recite the commandment upon hearing the key word. 
 
 

Teaching Activity 
 

Find a picture of the following online: sheep, a family, a body diagram, a bride, and a 
church building. Save or print the images. Begin by showing everyone each image 
except the church building. Ask what each of these images have in common with each 
other. Then show them the picture of the church building. Explain that many people 
think that the church is a building where people meet, but the Bible teaches that the 
church is people and portrays them as sheep, a body, a bride, and a family. Reinforce 
that the Bible teaches the church is not a place but a people. Reread the catechism 
question and answer. Ask how the previous discussion fits in with the catechism 
answer. 
 

Discussion Questions 
 

What does the word ‘community’ bring to mind? 

Do you think it is easy or difficult to build community? Why or why not? 

What can we do to build greater community in our church? 
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Q49: Where is Christ now? 
 

A49: Christ rose bodily from the grave on the third day after his death and is 
seated at the right hand of the Father, ruling his kingdom and interceding 
for us, until he returns to judge and renew the whole world. 

 

S: He raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly 
places, far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above 
every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to come. 
(Ephesians 1:20-21) 

 
Matthew 26:64. Jesus said to him, “You have said so. But I tell you, from now on you will see the 
Son of Man seated at the right hand of Power and coming on the clouds of heaven.”  
Mark 16:19. So then the Lord Jesus, after he had spoken to them, was taken up into heaven and sat 
down at the right hand of God.  
Luke 22:69. But from now on the Son of Man shall be seated at the right hand of the power of 
God.” 
Luke 24:51. While he blessed them, he parted from them and was carried up into heaven.  
John 14:2-3. In my Father's house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go 
to prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take 
you to myself, that where I am you may be also.  
Acts 1:9-11. And when he had said these things, as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a 
cloud took him out of their sight. And while they were gazing into heaven as he went, behold, two 
men stood by them in white robes, and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? 
This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go 
into heaven.”  
Acts 17:31. Because he has fixed a day on which he will judge the world in righteousness by a man 
whom he has appointed; and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.”  
1 Corinthians 15:4. That he was buried, that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the 
Scriptures.  
Colossians 3:1. If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ 
is, seated at the right hand of God. 
Hebrews 12:2. Looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set 
before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of 
God.  
1 Peter 3:22. Who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and 
powers having been subjected to him.  
Revelation 5:6-7. And between the throne and the four living creatures and among the elders I saw a 
Lamb standing, as though it had been slain, with seven horns and with seven eyes, which are the 
seven spirits of God sent out into all the earth. And he went and took the scroll from the right hand 
of him who was seated on the throne.   
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Memory Activity 
 

Have everyone in the family sit in a circle. Read the catechism question and answer 
one word at a time rotating clockwise through the circle. 
 
 

Teaching Activity 
 

Download or print pictures of the following houses: the White House, Cinderella’s 
Castle, Gingerbread House from Hansel and Gretel, Rapunzel’s Tower (feel free to 
add to this list). Show your child each photo and ask who lives in the house. Explain 
that each house is the physical location where someone lives. Explain that Jesus’ 
house is in heaven with God and that is where Jesus is today. 
 
 

Discussion Questions 
 

Why is Christ’s bodily resurrection important? 

What does being at God’s right hand signify? 

How can we say that Christ is ruling when so much of our world is opposed to Him? 

How will Christ’s return change things? 
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Q50: What does Christ’s resurrection mean for us? 
 

A50: Christ triumphed over sin and death by being physically resurrected,1 so 
that all who trust in him are raised to new life in this world and to 
everlasting life in the world to come.2 Just as we will one day be resurrected, 
so this world will one day be restored.3 But those who do not trust in Christ 
will be raised to everlasting death.4 

 

S: But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about those who are 
asleep, that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. For since we 
believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring 
with him those who have fallen asleep. (1 Thessalonians 4:13–14) 

 
1. Acts 2:32-33a, 36. This Jesus God raised up, and of that we all are witnesses. Being 

therefore exalted at the right hand of God…Let all the house of Israel therefore know for 
certain that God has made him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified. 

Romans 1:3-4. Concerning his Son, who was descended from David according to the 
flesh and was declared to be the Son of God in power according to the Spirit of holiness 
by his resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

2. Romans 4:25. Who was delivered up for our trespasses and raised for our justification. 

1 Corinthians 15:54c-57. “Death is swallowed up in victory. O death, where is your 
victory? O death, where is your sting?” The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is 
the law. But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

3. Romans 8:19-22. For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the sons of 
God. For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of him who 
subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to corruption 
and obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. For we know that the whole 
creation has been groaning together in the pains of childbirth until now.  

4. 2 Thessalonians 1:8-10. In flaming fire, inflicting vengeance on those who do not know 
God and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. They will suffer the 
punishment of eternal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory 
of his might, when he comes on that day to be glorified in his saints, and to be marveled at 
among all who have believed, because our testimony to you was believed.  
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Memory Activity 
 

Write each word of the catechism question and answer on a separate piece of paper. 
Mix up the words and instruct the children to put the words in the correct order of 
the question and answer. 
 
 

Teaching Activity 
 

Create a word search with several of the key words from the question and answer of 
this week’s catechism question (https://mywordsearch.com). As your child finds each 
word, instruct him or her to tell you what that word means. After all the words have 
been found and defined, discuss the question and answer as a whole. 
 
 

Discussion Questions 
 

What does triumph mean? What does it mean that Christ triumphed over sin and 
death? 

How does the promise of eternal life with Christ change how you view your life now? 

What do you think our resurrected bodies will be like? Why? 
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Q51: Of what advantage to us is Christ's ascension? 
 

A51: Christ physically ascended on our behalf, just as he came down to earth 
physically on our account, and he is now advocating for us in the presence 
of his Father,1 preparing a place for us,2 and also sends us his Spirit.3 

 

S: Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who 
was raised—who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us. 
(Romans 8:34) 

 
1. 1 John 2:1. My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. 

But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the 
righteous. 

2. John 14:2. In my Father's house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told 
you that I go to prepare a place for you? 

3. John 14:16. And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Helper, to be with 
you forever. 

Acts 2:33. Being therefore exalted at the right hand of God, and having received from 
the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, he has poured out this that you yourselves 
are seeing and hearing. 

2 Corinthians 1:21-22. And it is God who establishes us with you in Christ, and has 
anointed us, and who has also put his seal on us and given us his Spirit in our hearts as 
a guarantee. 

2 Corinthians 5:5. He who has prepared us for this very thing is God, who has given 
us the Spirit as a guarantee.  
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Memory Activity 
 

Instruct the children to write the question and answer on a piece of paper. Next, 
instruct them to replace the words with pictures on a different sheet of paper. Finally, 
instruct them to read the catechism question and answer from the pictures alone. 
 
 

Teaching Activity 
 

Ask the family if they’ve ever heard the expression “friends in high places.” Explain 
that the phrase means that a person knows a powerful person who have help get 
things done. Give the family the following scenarios and see if they can guess the 
friends in high places (feel free to come up with your own too): 
 

 I have a friend who works in an important place. A high fence surrounds it. He 
doesn’t live in this place but someone else does. He sees the president nearly 
every day. Where does my friend work? (The White House) 

 I have a friend who gets to see moves before they come to theaters. He is very 
good at drawing and works with lots of actors. He also works with a large 
mouse. Where company does my friend work for? (Disney) 

 I have a friend who wears a uniform to work. He wears stars on his shoulder. 
He could send an army to rescue me if I were captured. What is my friend? (An 
Army General) 

 I have a friend who can hear and see everything in the world. He is always 
ready to help me. He is seated beside his Father, who is the King of everything. 
Who is my friend? (Jesus) 

 
Discuss how Jesus is better than all of these other “friends in high places.” 
 
 

Discussion Questions 
 

How does Jesus being fully man and fully God make Him the perfect intercessor for 
us? 

What does advocate mean? What does it mean that Christ is our advocate? 

How does the resurrection story of Christ make the birth story of Christ more 
meaningful this Christmas? 
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Q52: What hope does everlasting life hold for us? 
 

A52: It reminds us that this present fallen world is not all there is,1 soon we will live 
with and enjoy God forever in the new city,2 in the new heaven and the 
new earth, where we will be fully and forever freed from all sin and will 
inhabit renewed, resurrection bodies in a renewed, restored creation.3 

 

S: Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first 
earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, new 
Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned 
for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the 
dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be 
his people, and God himself will be with them as their God. He will wipe away 
every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be 
mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed 
away.” (Revelation 21:1–4) 

 
1. Matthew 6:19-21. Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and 

rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal, but lay up for yourselves treasures in 
heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and 
steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 

2. Revelation 22:3-5. No longer will there be anything accursed, but the throne of God 
and of the Lamb will be in it, and his servants will worship him. They will see his face, 
and his name will be on their foreheads. And night will be no more. They will need no 
light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light, and they will reign forever 
and ever. 

3. 1 Corinthians 15:42-45. So is it with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is 
perishable; what is raised is imperishable. It is sown in dishonor; it is raised in glory. It 
is sown in weakness; it is raised in power. It is sown a natural body; it is raised a 
spiritual body. If there is a natural body, there is also a spiritual body. Thus it is 
written, “The first man Adam became a living being”; the last Adam became a life-
giving spirit. 
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Memory Activity 
 

Create a word search using all the words (or key words) from the question and 
answer. Instruct your child to find each of the words in the word search and then 
recite the question and answer. 
 
 

Teaching Activity 
 

Research the different beliefs regarding the afterlife of other religions. Compare and 
contrast these views with Christianity. Explain that the biggest difference between 
Christianity and the other religions is that Jesus did all the work of salvation so that 
we could spend an eternity with God. And because Jesus did this we can have 
assurance of what will happen after we die. In contrast, in all of the other religions the 
people have to work for salvation and are never assured that they have done enough 
to achieve it. 
 

Discussion Questions 
 

What does the Bible teach us about the new heaven and new earth? 

How does this truth give you hope? 

How does this truth encourage you to persevere when you feel discouraged? 
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