Trail Life USA Historical Timeline
>> 2013

READY FOR ADVENTURE?
A message to all Trailmen

JUN Initial organizational meeting in Louisville, KY gathered denominations, national organizations, and former scouting leaders
to set the foundation for a Christ-centered character, leadership,
and adventure organization for boys.

Most guys want exciting outdoor adventure with their friends.

JUL - AUG Initial Board of Directors builds the Trail
Life USA organization and program infrastructure.

For Trailmen at all age levels,

SEP Trail Life USA holds first convention in Nashville, TN.

emphasis that’s important to you.

>> 2014

We’ve got that! Trips and travel? That, too. Camping. Check.
Physical and mental challenge? Yep. And awards? Of course!
activities are designed for

adventure, learning, and leadership, all with the Christian

Nationwide program rollout.

Nationwide program rollout with over 500 Troops launching
in 48 states with nearly 20,000 members in the first year.
Nine-city ‘Trail Leader Training’ initiative and EQUIP64
training at Camp Aiken, the 127-acre South Carolina camp
gifted to Trail Life USA.

>> 2015

Continued training events for adults and youth,
National Paintball Tournament and Summer Adventure,
First Freedom Convention, Camp Aiken open for 9 weeks
of Summer Camp.
///////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////

Trail Life USA Motto
From Colossians 1:10, an encouragement to Christian
believers to “walk worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing Him.”
Trail Life works to develop young men who will strive to
walk through their lives in a manner worthy of their faith.

Trail Life USA Oath

On my honor, I will do my best to serve God and my
country, to respect authority, to be a good steward of
creation, and to treat others as I want to be treated.

///////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////

CONTACT US
www.TrailLifeUSA.com
> Learn how to start a Trail Life troop
> Donate securely online

QUESTIONS?

Visit our website FAQ’s or locate your Area Point Man
on our interactive ‘Troop and Point Man Locator.’

Our younger guys learn new life skills through community
outings and camping. Middle school aged Trailmen grow in
their knowledge of outdoor and mountaineering skills and go on
monthly excursions together to build character and teamwork.
Older high school aged Trailmen will encounter ambitious
and challenging outdoor adventures, travel options, and our
exclusive “Freedom Experience.”
Trail Life USA also replaced the common summer camp with our
new uncommon “Summer Adventure” program, a high-octane
experience combining fun with all the new skills you learn!
So if things like high adventure, friends, camping, and learning
how to lead appeal to you, then join us today!
////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////
Trail Life USA was recognized on July 9, 2014 as a 501(c)(3) “public charity” non-profit corporation. Contributions to Trail Life USA are deductible under section 170 of the IRS Code and we are qualified to receive
tax deductible bequests, devises, transfers or gifts under section 2055,
2106 or 2522 of the Code.
Visit our web site at www.traillifeusa.com/donate
@TrailLifeUSA | Facebook.com/TrailLifeUSA | www.TrailLifeUSA.com
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Our Mission:

“To guide generations of courageous young men to honor God,
lead with integrity, serve others, and experience outdoor adventure.”

What makes Trail Life USA unique
among youth programs?
Living the Trail Life is a journey for boys and young men
established on timeless values derived from the Bible. Set in
the context of outdoor adventure, each young Trailman will
be challenged to build character and a lifetime of practical
leadership skills.
All boys are welcome irrespective of religion, race, national
origin or socio-economic status. However, all adult leaders
must sign a Christian statement of faith. All program
elements are taught from a Christian worldview, with God’s
truth woven into the very fabric of the program.

Our Program Offerings

Trail Life USA Statement of Faith & Values

With four levels for ages 5-25, our program is designed to
support positive male relationships, spiritual growth, and
servant service through a fun outdoor-based program in an age
appropriate way.

This statement of faith and values will be signed by all adult
leaders in the Trail Life USA program:

Starting with the Woodlands Trail for grades K-5, boys
gain knowledge about outdoor skills, citizenship, character,
friendship, and faith through fun activities and skill instruction
with caring Christian adults leading the way.
Navigators, grades 6-8, gain understanding of their values and
beliefs under the guidance of godly male role models through
being responsible in outdoor adventures and in their home and
school life. They explore areas of interest and earn Trail Badges
for advancement.
Boys in grades 9-12, in our Adventurer level, mature in wisdom
and faith by progressing through more difficult challenges and
leadership activities with Christian men walking alongside
them. They plan outdoor events, large projects, and hold
leadership positions in the Troop.
Lastly, Guidon (ages 18-25) provides positive peer support in the
life phase as they walk with considerable challenges to their faith.

Jesus Christ, His one and only Son; and the Holy Spirit
– Creator of the universe and eternally existent. We
believe the Holy Scriptures (Old and New Testaments) to
be the inspired and authoritative Word of God. We believe
each person is created in His image for the purpose of
communing with and worshiping God. We believe in the
ministry of the Holy Spirit, Who enables us to live godly
lives. We believe each of us is called to love the Lord our
God with all our heart, mind, soul, and strength, and to love
our neighbors as ourselves. We believe God calls us to lives
of purity, service, stewardship and integrity.”
PURITY >> God calls us to lives of holiness, being pure of heart,
mind, word and deed. We are to reserve sexual activity for the
sanctity of marriage, a lifelong commitment before God between
a man and a woman.
SERVICE >> God calls us to become responsible members of our

/////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////

community and the world through selfless acts that contribute to

A Note About Transferring an Eagle Award*

the welfare of others.

It is a significant achievement to have attained the BSA’s Eagle Award.* Because the
requirements for Eagle include many of the same skills, knowledge and experience
required for Trail Life USA’s Horizon Award, a young man joining Trail Life USA who has
already attained that recognition satisfies the requirements for the Horizon Award. To
reach Trail Life USA’s pinnacle Freedom Award, the Trailman must accomplish additional
challenges by fulfilling requirements in a particular “Major,” similar to “Majors and Minors”
one might find in a specialized area of academic study. It requires participation in unique
“Freedom Experiences” by encouraging hands-on real-life experiences that build a habit
of active participation and citizenry and prepare our young men for college and life after
high school.
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“We believe there is One Triune God – God the Father;

STEWARDSHIP >> God calls us to use our God-given time, talents,
and money wisely.
INTEGRITY >> God calls us to live moral lives that demonstrate an
inward motivation to do what is biblically right regardless of the cost.
* Trail Life USA offers a unique, separate and distinct youth character development
program from other youth-serving organizations. Trail Life USA is in no way affiliated
with BSA; and any reference to BSA and the Eagle award is purely for comparative
and informational purposes.
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