
Audition Requirements.  
 
Instrumentalists should be able to: 

- Play from a chord chart and by ear.  
- Play to a click track (metronome)  
- Learn new material quickly. 
- Demonstrate suitable ability on an instrument.  
- Work well with others in relation to their part as it plays to the whole section of the band.  
- Should be able to play with rhythmic precision. The ability to play accurate rhythms in a precise manner 

with the other band members and singers as the song dictates.  
- Should be able to play with musicality. The accuracy and exposure of certain rhythms, chords structures, 

and moods of certain song styles. Does the instrumentation fight or enhance other aspects of the entire 
worship experience?  

- Should be able to fulfill the roles positions specific roles in the description of each instrument.  
- Bass – As the bass player, you are the backbone of the rhythm section. It’s imperative that you focus on 

consistency in your playing. Your number-one job is to be tight with the drummer’s kick and snare 
pattern. Don’t play “all over the place.” Make sure you are getting into the music. It is important to show 
energy and passion in our playing. Be able to follow the cues given throughout the course of a song by the 
track and/or the talkback. 

- Instrument specific requirements:  
o Drums – Be sure to be present and active in the moment. It is important to show energy and 

passion in our playing. Have lots of energy, but don’t play uncontrollably. Focus on consistency 
and be intentional with your playing. Know and be prepared to play all the parts on the record, 
but be flexible with your playing during worship. Be able to follow the cues given throughout the 
course of a song by the track and/or the talkback.  

o Lead Guitar – If you’re using effects for a song, please come prepared with the equipment to get 
the correct sound. Please don’t experiment during rehearsal or the run through. Play with 
finesse. Less is more. Play with confidence and sensitivity to what the part requires. Your parts 
need to rose above and cut through the mix. Make sure what you are doing is conducive to that. 
Unless it is specified otherwise, know the parts in the original track. If you feel you have 
something that might work better than the original, make sure you are still prepared for both 
and consult the MD or Worship Pastor about your proposed changes. Know your role. If you are 
a lead player, play lead. No need for a lead and rhythm guitars to overlap parts. Make a 
conscious effort to keep your parts solid with the tempo of the song. Be able to follow the cues 
given throughout the course of a song by the track and/or the talkback. 

o Rhythm Guitar – Know your role. If you’re playing rhythm for a certain weekend or even just on a 
song, then play rhythm. Do not underestimate the role of a rhythm player. This role supports the 
song, fills space, and drives the song. A rhythm player should be perfectly in sync with both the 
click and the drummer’s patters. Like a bass player, a rhythm player can make the foundation of 
a song excellent, or they can make it messy by not locking in with the drummer and click. Be able 
to follow the cues given throughout the course of a song by the track and/or the talkback. 

o Keyboard – You are the icing on the cake! The pads and lead lines that a piano creates really 
bring the music to a new level. Pads may seem simple, but they do wonders when you fill the 
holes that the rest of the band cannot. Get creative with your playing and equipment. Spend 
time searching out new sounds that would fit well in song. Don’t overplay! With so many 
instruments playing at once, keep all parts tasteful and limited. Be able to follow the cues given 
throughout the course of a song by the track and/or the talkback. 

o Orchestra – You should be able to pick up music at a moderate pace and be committed to 
practicing on your own time to prepare for special/seasonal services. Understand how you fit in 
the song. Be able to play both fast and slow, with various rhythm types.  



 
 

Vocalists should be able to: 

- Sing to a click track (metronome)  
- Learn new material quickly and pick things up by ear. 
- Demonstrate suitable range and accurate pitch. 
- Sing harmonies. 
- Distinguish and sing different musical styles.  
- Hear and adjust your voice to blend with others.  
- Sing with accurate pitch.  
- Sing by ear. The ability to hear and sing what is required in that moment. Can you self-correct? Are you 

able to adlib and sing in harmony? Can you tell when you are succeeding or failing in these areas?  
- Vocals – Memorize all lyrics to all songs. Although we use confidence monitors in case of a memory lapse, 

we should never be forced to rely on them. Pay attention to the timing of the lyrics and where phrases 
begin and end in relation to the beat. Watch your tone! This isn’t limited to just pitch. Take control of your 
vibrato. When using multiple vocalists, each vocalist must align themselves with the other vocalists in 
regard to pitch, vibrato, timing, etc. If you are not leading the song, listen to the background tracks, their 
parts, and when they sing. Learn the arrangement. Your vocal part is meant to support the leader. This 
happens through timing and specific parts. Sing! Regardless of whether or not you’re leading the song, 
make sure you are always singing. Engage the congregation through eye contact and body language.  

 


