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Easter 2019   
Life Group Notes 
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week 1: the beginning of the end 
DIG DEEPER 
Read: John 11  (You could read this in parts in your Life Group, eg Narrator, 
Jesus, Disciples, Thomas, Martha, Mary, Jews, Pharisees, Caiaphas). 
The Big Idea: When push comes to shove, will you ‘crucify’ Jesus or ‘crown’ him 
as King? 
Intro: This story of Lazarus is a well-known incident in Jesus' life, even to many non-
churchgoers. Amongst other things, it is an example of Jesus' practice of recognising 
need but not responding immediately, for example compare it with the Cana 
wedding water-into-wine miracle (John 2:1-11) or Jesus' brothers encouraging 
(challenging?) him to go into Jerusalem (John 7: 1-10). He chose to do things in his 
time on each occasion - or what he recognises as the Father's time (cp John 5:19). For 
Lazarus (who was evidently a close friend of Jesus and whose name means "God has 
helped"), Jesus was clearly confident that he could raise him "for God's glory", "that 
people will believe" (11:42). But imagine how heart-breaking the delay must have 
been for Lazarus' family. Isn't this a frustration we can understand from our prayer 
life? 
When Jesus was arriving at Bethany, Martha and Mary behaved true to their character 
as seen in Luke 10:38-42; Martha pursues action, Mary remains still (11:20). However, 
they both greet Jesus in the same heart-rending way: (paraphrasing) "Lord, it's too 
late!" But Martha articulates their remaining hope: "Even now …. God will give you 
whatever you ask" (11:21-22). And Jesus responds in that way - he asks his Father, 
and then commands the dead to come back to life! (11:41-43). 
Jesus had already recognised that a miracle here would set a ball rolling toward his 
destiny - sacrificial death on a cross - ending his earthly ministry. In v.4 he refers to 
being "glorified", which is a term that Jesus links commonly to the cross (eg John 
7:39, 12:23). It seems that (only?) Thomas recognised what "glorified" implied (11:16) 
and another side of his character is shown from our common picture of Thomas as 
the doubter (John 20:24-28) - this was perception and courage. Calling Lazarus' to 
leave his grave would set Jesus' feet on the road to the cross and to his own grave. 
And indeed, that is what unfolded (11:45-53). 
It is interesting to note the insight that Caiaphas had (11:49-52). To the Jews, if the 
High Priest asked God's counsel, God spoke through him (eg Numbers 27:18-21 
when Eleazar was High Priest). Caiaphas had a message of truth but spoke without 
understanding. What he says is so ironic – check it out again! 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Personal reflection (no one’s looking, try to be honest with yourself and God!) 
Here are a few questions to consider before we enter into this weeks study:  
1. Can you recall prayers, not answered in the way you’d like, but where later, 

God's decision proved right? What did you learn? Are there circumstances 
you are praying about now, but they’re not changing? What if through those 
prayers God wants you to grow, or your perspective to change? 

2. What demonstrates your belief in Jesus (cf.11:42)? How would people see 
that in tangible ways? 

3. What "cross" might you be trying to avoid at the moment?  

DISCUSS 
1. Do you have more empathy with Mary or Martha, and why?  
2. Step by step, how does Jesus path follow from this event to the cross? 
3. Why did the Pharisees feel so threatened (v.45-50)?  
4. Why did they decide to kill him (v.53)? 
5. What indicates from this passage that Jesus really is the "King of kings”? 

APPLY (bringing the core truths of the bible story into your story) 
1. If (when?) push comes to shove, is there an area of life, or a challenge that 

Jesus brings, that you'd struggle to deal with?  
2. Is he really "King" or only a king as long as it's convenient?  
3. What does it take to "crown him" when you're frustrated, can’t see him 

answering prayer or if he challenges an area you want left alone!? 



�4

week 2: the hour has come  
DIG DEEPER 
Read: John 12 (especially verses 12-36) 
The Big Idea: Jesus' sacrifice wasn't an emergency measure by God; it was the 
plan from the beginning. 
Intro:  We saw in John 11:4 how Jesus was starting to look toward the cross and in John 
12:7-8 and 12:23-24 his impending death is made clear. He knew where the triumphal 
entry into Jerusalem would really take him and knows he is fulfilling prophecy regarding 
the coming of the Messiah (eg compare Psalm 118:26 and Zechariah 9:9 with John 
12:13-15). Indeed, he fulfilled numerous Old Testament prophecies. In one sense, he 
arrives as an expected king and is greeted accordingly with cheering and shouts of "King 
of Israel" (12:11) - which would certainly draw attention! However, he did not come as the 
warrior king that the people commonly anticipated, which riding on a horse would have 
implied, but he came riding on an ass (which in those days was considered a noble animal, 
not like a donkey today) which conveyed a king coming in peace. That was not expected. 
(You wonder how many of those who shouted "Hosanna", which means "save us", were 
within a short time shouting "Crucify"!)  
To the Jews, a statement that the "Son of Man will be glorified" (cp Dan 7:13-14) was a 
message of conquest, but Jesus went on to present the vision of sacrifice and the cross (cp 
12:23-28 with John 17:1-5). On Jesus' part this was an act of deliberate and defiant 
courage - or was it also love's last appeal? It even took a while for Jesus' disciples to 
understand what was going on (12:16); life, as a philosopher observed, is understood 
backwards but must be lived forwards. However, it seems that the trigger to action was the 
arrival of a group of Greeks, Gentile travellers, seeking Jesus. This was a sign of the 
message reaching beyond the Jews. But Jesus came specifically to Israel (Matt 15:24) as 
lost sheep (Jer 50:6, Micah 5:4). Jesus already knows that "it was for this very reason I 
came" (12:27) and "now is the time" (12:31). Never-the-less, with the cross in view, he adds 
- "when I am lifted up from the Earth, I will draw all men to myself" (12:32), which reflects 
what he said to Nicodemus back in John 3: 14-15 (cp Num 21:8-9).  

O my Saviour, lifted from the earth for me, 
draw me, in thy mercy, nearer unto thee. 

Bringing all my burdens, sorrow, sin and care; 
at thy feet I lay them, and I leave them there. 

William Walsham How 
Similarly Jesus returns to his message of being the light of the world (cp John 12:35 & 
3:19-21), to which a response is required whilst there is still the opportunity (12:36). Trust 
him while you can (12:46). 
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Personal reflection (no one’s looking, try to be honest with yourself and God!) 
Here are a few questions to consider before we enter into this weeks study: 
•  Being honest, day by day in what ways do you trust Jesus? What do you still 

worry about? 
•  What does "making Jesus King" mean to you? Is that a king you need or a king 

you want? 
•  What are your expectations of Jesus? 

DISCUSS 
1. What is the most difficult thing to understand in this chapter?  What shows 

that it is part of God’s plan from the beginning, unfolding, fulfilling 
prophesy…?          Why do you think the emergence of Gentile enquirers (ie 
the Greeks) prompt Jesus to act (vv.20-23)?   

2. What made the crowd (or at least a large part of it) turn to crying "Crucify!" 
instead of “Hosanna!”? 

3. Would you have followed Jesus to the end? Might you have been like those 
in v43, if not shouting “Crucify!” (19:6,15)? 

4. What is Jesus ‘king’ of? What kind of ‘king’ is he?      

APPLY (bringing the core truths of the bible story into your story) 
1. At what times have you ‘crucified’ rather than ‘crowned’ Jesus as King? 
2. Is there a big decision you have now? Have you consulted God on it? Do you 

know what he might say?! Do you want to listen?! Pray that you might hear 
and obey. He is your King.  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week 3: the end of the beginning  
DIG DEEPER 
Read: John 20  
The Big Idea: Jesus is Risen! We are forgiven and free! The next chapter is still 
happening, and is up to us…We (his Church) are God's plan to reach the lost – so 
we need the Holy Spirit! 
Intro: Jesus' friends couldn't come to the tomb earlier as it was still the Sabbath 
and to visit would have broken the Law. Mary of Magdala came first - all she 
could bring was her love but she wanted to be there as early as she could (the 
last of the four night watches was 3am to 6 am), but she couldn't believe her 
eyes; the huge stone that had been put over the doorway had been rolled back. 
Even though it might have been in a prepared groove and might have been 
pushed into place by one man (Matt 27:60), moving such a heavy stone wasn’t 
easy! And it had been guarded and sealed (Matt 27:64-66). Having found the 
tomb empty, Mary rushed back to the other disciples - in particular to Peter who 
was recognised as the leader (despite his reputation taking a knock with his 
denials of Jesus (John 18: 15-27)). Peter and John ran straight to the tomb. They 
would all have assumed that the authorities had moved the body, given the 
guard and the weight of the stone. But Peter and John saw that the grave clothes 
were not simply dumped but left as if the body had dematerialised from them. 
But they still didn't understand (20:9).  
The resurrection is the most important event in history – if it’s true or false – 
everything depends on that. For the sceptics, they still haven’t found a coherent 
explanation for the empty tomb, and the seismic explosion in history that it 
caused, with the rise and rapid growth of the Christian faith. 
Back to the narrative… Mary Magadalene was left to herself, doubtless feeling 
lost. But she wasn't left lost long; first, she had her encounter with the angels - 
and then with Jesus himself. Given her tears and her fears, it's no wonder she 
didn't recognise Jesus immediately. How that voice speaking her name must 
have hit her! But he had a job for her: to tell the disciples what was happening. 
Only John seemed to have any sense of it (20:8). Then Jesus meets with the 
disciples (excluding Thomas), who were in hiding. And gave them a commission, 
"So I send you". And with that, he breathed on them, and they received the Holy 
Spirit (20:22, cp Gen 2:7 and Ezek 37:9). I’m looking forward to our series on the 
Holy Spirit starting next week! 

26th January teaching
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John 20:30-31 (and 21:25) reminds us that, even with a lengthy discourse like 
John's Gospel, there is more untold. The aim of the Gospels is an appeal to 
accept Jesus as Saviour and King.  It is a salvation in three "takes": God taking 
the form of man, Jesus taking our sin on the cross, and death being taken from 
us by the resurrection.  
We, as disciples, are God's plan to spread that Gospel - there is no Plan B. 

Breathe on me, Breath of God, fill me with life anew,  
that I may love the way you love, and do what you would do. 

Breathe on me, Breath of God, until my heart is pure,  
until my will is one with yours, to do and to endure. 

Edwin Hatch 

Personal reflection (no one’s looking, try to be honest with yourself and God!) 
Here are a few questions to consider either as a group or by yourself before the 
start of this weeks session:  
• The evidence of the empty tomb requires a verdict. What's yours? What do 

you find the most compelling or confusing about the resurrection narrative? 
• What is God telling you to do for him that will help extend his kingdom? 
• What is your personal experience of the Holy Spirit? 

DISCUSS 
1. What is the evidence for the resurrection? Have you read anything on it in 

more detail?  
2. In what ways is the empty tomb "the hinge of history"? 
3. Explain what "As the Father has sent me, so send I you" means, in general and 

for you.  
APPLY (bringing the core truths of the bible story into your story) 

1. What, to you, is the dominant message from this Easter 
series? 

2. What are its implications for you? Is there something you 
need to do in response?


