
2 Kings 4:18-26 ‘When the child had grown, he went out one day to his father among the 
reapers. And he said to his father, ‘Oh, my head, my head!’ The father said to his servant, 
‘Carry him to his mother.’ And when he had lifted him and brought him to his mother, the child 
sat on her lap till noon, and then he died.  And she went up and laid him on the bed of the 
man of God and shut the door behind him and went out. Then she called to her husband and 
said, ‘Send me one of the servants and one of the donkeys, that I may quickly go to the man 
of God and come back again.’ And he said, ‘Why will you go to him today? It is neither new 
moon nor Sabbath.’ She said, ‘All is well.’ Then she saddled the donkey, and she said to her 
servant, ‘Urge the animal on; do not slacken the pace for me unless I tell you.’ So she set out 
and came to the man of God at Mount Carmel. When the man of God saw her coming, he 
said to Gehazi his servant, ‘Look, there is the Shunammite. Run at once to meet her and say 
to her, ‘Is all well with you? Is all well with your husband? Is all well with the child?’ And she 
answered, ‘All is well.’” 

2 Kings 4:27-37 “And when she came to the mountain to the man of God, she caught hold of 
his feet. And Gehazi came to push her away. But the man of God said, ‘Leave her alone, for 
she is in bitter distress, and the Lord has hidden it from me and has not told me.’ Then she said, 
‘Did I ask my lord for a son? Did I not say, ‘Do not deceive me?’ He said to Gehazi, ‘Tie up your 
garment and take my staff in your hand and go. If you meet anyone, do not greet him, and 
if anyone greets you, do not reply. And lay my staff on the face of the child.’ Then the mother 
of the child said, ‘As the Lord lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So he arose 
and followed her. Gehazi went on ahead and laid the staff on the face of the child, but there 
was no sound or sign of life. Therefore he returned to meet him and told him, ‘The child has not 
awakened.’ When Elisha came into the house, he saw the child lying dead on his bed. So he 
went in and shut the door behind the two of them and prayed to the Lord. Then he went up 
and lay on the child, putting his mouth on his mouth, his eyes on his eyes, and his hands on his 
hands. And as he stretched himself upon him, the flesh of the child became warm. Then he 
got up again and walked once back and forth in the house, and went up and stretched 
himself upon him. The child sneezed seven times, and the child opened his eyes.  Then he 
summoned Gehazi and said, ‘Call this Shunammite.’ So he called her. And when she came to 
him, he said, ‘Pick up your son.’She came and fell at his feet, bowing to the ground. Then she 
picked up her son and went out.”

I. ________________________ gets this divine power?

     A. Those who come in bold _______________________

     B. Who’s faith is central in this text? The _______________________

 1. Not the husband

 2. Not Gehazi the servant

 3. Not even Elisha

     C. The blessing of God is found in the place of our weakness

Hebrews 11:35 “Women received back their dead by resurrection…”

II. _______________ do we receive this resurrection power?

     A. Rest in God’s Timing

     B. Recognize that God is in control

     C. Trust in Him

III. _____________________ can this come to us?

     A. Elisha stretches out

     B. Jesus stretches out

2 Corinthians 5:21 “For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him 
we might become the righteousness of God.”

Romans 5:6–8 “For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the
ungodly. 7 For one will scarcely die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good 
person one would dare even to die— 8 but God shows his love for us in that while we 
were still sinners, Christ died for us.”

Romans 8:32 “He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he 
not also with him graciously give us all things?”

IV. ______________________ of this resurrection power in us?

     A. We walk in ________________________

     B. We don’t have to fear ________________________

     C. We understand ‘it is’ ________________________

1 Kings 4:23 “And he said, “Why will you go to him today? It is neither new moon nor 
Sabbath.” She said, “All is well.””

1 Kings 4:26 “Run at once to meet her and say to her, ‘Is all well with you? Is all well with 
your husband? Is all well with the child?’” And she answered, “All is well.” 

     D. We don’t just send our _________________________

     E. We fight to bring life into this world!
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GETTING TO KNOW YOU
• What did God teach you during your worship time with Him this week?

• What is going on in your life that makes you feel disappointed with God?

• What is going on in the midst of other people’s lives right now that causes 
disappointment with God, or to justify turning away from God?

 
INTRODUCTION

II Kings 4:8-37 provides a picture of a woman’s faith in God as revealed in 
the Prophet Elisha, a faith that is refined through one of life’s greatest 
tragedies someone can encounter…the loss of her child. In this account we 
get to experience the value of:

• II Kings 4:8-11 - A life that reflects a service and intimacy towards God 
BEFORE disappointment occurs.

• II Kings 4:12-17, 28 - Having your desires and hopes in life consistent with 
God’s desires and hopes for your Life.

• II Kings 4:18-26 - Having a mature faith that produces an unexplainable 
wellness.

• II Kings 4:27-37 - Seeking God’s consolation, and expectant resolution 
when you are faced with disappointment.

     
DIGGING DEEPER

 
II KINGS 4:8-11 
1. Read through these verses and discuss all the ways that the Shunammite 
woman reflected a service and intimacy towards God.

     a. Why is it important for a Christian to serve God?
     b. How does serving God help someone to handle disappointments in
         life?
 
II KINGS 4:12-17, 28 

2. These verses expose the Shunammite woman’s deep desire. What is that 
deep desire?
     a. Based on what you know about Biblical times, why would this
         desire have been so significant?

     b. Even in modern times this is not an unusual desire or heartache. In
         what other areas might someone experience disappointment in God?

     c. Why is it important to recognize her faithfulness in serving God
         despite God’s silence?

 II KINGS 4:18-26 
3. Put yourself into the woman’s shoes to understand her actions:

     a. Who did she encounter and why did they respond the way they did?

     b. What are all the unexplainable things she did in faith that allowed her
          to say, “it is well” in the midst of this hopeless disappointment?
 
II KINGS 4:27-37 
4. What are all the ways, in the midst of this disappointment, that the 
Shunammite woman sought consolation and expectant resolution from 
God?

     a. Why did she turn to Elisha and not her husband?

5. Elisha says God did not reveal the death of the son to him. Why do you 
think that was? 

     a. How is this important to the faith of the woman?

6. In this account, how do you see the power of:
     a. God? b. Prayer? c. Faith?

APPLICATION & TAKING IT HOME
II Kings 4:8-11 - How is your life reflecting a service and intimacy towards 
God? 

• If you are not serving somewhere, spend some time talking to God, asking 
him to help you find a place to serve others.

II Kings 4:12-17, 28 - Sometimes there are areas in our lives where we have 
lost faith in God’s ability to meet certain prayers and desires. Sometimes it’s 
easy to turn disappointment into bitterness. How have you responded to 
God’s “no” or “wait” in your life?

II Kings 4:18-26 - In this text we get a view of a woman whose actions and 
emotions can be described as unexplainable. Despite her tragedy, we 
read about her mature faith that revealed an unexplainable wellness and 
action. What encouragement and challenges are in this text for you? 

• As a Christian today, how “well” are things for you that may not make 
sense to those without God? 

• In what ways is your faith in God revealed during more challenging 
seasons in your life? 

• How can our current social issues be a platform for you to share your faith 
in God?

II Kings 4:27-37 - When your life overwhelms you with disappointment, do 
you have someone, who loves God, whom you turn to who can provide 
God’s consolation and comfort? 

• Take a few minutes and send them a letter or a text, thanking them for 
the ways God has used them in your life.
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