
John 3:16 “For God so loved the world,  that he gave his only Son, that whoever 
believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.”

I. A ________________________________ PROBLEM

     A. ________________________
         (John 3:18, 36)

John 3:18 “Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not 
believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the 
only Son of God.”

     B. PUNISHMENT

Revelation 14:10 “he also will drink the wine of God's wrath, poured full strength into 
the cup of his anger, and he will be tormented with fire and sulfur in the presence 
of the holy angels and in the presence of the Lamb.

     C. ________________________________

2 Thessalonians 1:9 “They will suffer the punishment of  eternal destruction,  away 
from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of his might”

     D. ETERNAL CONSEQUENCES
         (Matthew 25:46; Romans 3:23)

Matthew 25:46 “And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous 
into eternal life.”

II. A ___________________________________________

    A. THERE IS A GOD - “For God…”

Isaiah 43:10 “’You are my witnesses,’ declares the Lord, ‘and my servant whom I 
have chosen, that you may know and believe me and understand that I am he. 
Before me no god was formed, nor shall there be any after me.’”

     B. GOD HAS _________________ – “…he gave his only Son…”

     C. GOD IS ___________________ –  “…so loved”
          (1 John 4:8b; John 1:11; John 17:4)

1 John 4:8b "…God is love." 

     D. GOD LOVES THE WORLD –  “For God so loved the world…”
          (Romans 5:7–8; John 3:14–15)

Romans 5:7–8 “For one will scarcely die for a righteous person—though perhaps for 
a good person one would dare even to die— but God shows his love for us in that 
while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”

III. A PERMANENT SOLUTION – ______________________ !
     (John 3:16; Isaiah 45:22)

John 3:16 “…whoever believes in him should not perish”

     A. YOU CAN BELIEVE WITH YOUR HEART AND MIND

John 20:31 “but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, 
the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.”

     B. YOU CAN MAKE JESUS CHRIST THE ___________________ OF YOUR FAITH
          (John 3:16; John 5:24a; John 12:44)

John 3:16 “…he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him”

     C. AGREE WITH THE OBJECTIVE TRUTH ABOUT CHRIST

John 17:8 “For I have given them the words that you gave me, and they have 
received them and have come to know in truth that I came from you; and they 
have believed that you sent me.”

     D. UNDERSTAND THAT GOD IS WORKING ________________________

John 6:29 “Jesus answered them, “This is the work of God, that you believe in 
him whom he has sent.”

IV. A PERFECT ETERNITY

John 3:16b “…whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.”

     A. GRASPING ETERNAL LIFE

          1. IT STARTS ________________________

John 5:24 “Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever hears my word and believes him 
who sent me has eternal life. He does not come into judgment, but has passed 
from death to life.”

          2. IT’S ABOUT RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD

John 17:3 “And this is eternal life, that they know you the only true God, and 
Jesus Christ whom you have sent.”

          3. IT WILL NOT CEASE AT DEATH

John 11:25–26 “Jesus said to her, ‘I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever 
believes in me,  though he die, yet shall he live, and everyone who lives and 
believes in me shall never die. Do you believe this?’”

          4. IT WILL BE MADE COMPLETE AT THE RESURRECTION

John 6:40 “For this is the will of my Father, that everyone who looks on the Son 
and believes in him should have eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last 
day.”

          5. IT WILL GO ON FOREVER IN PERFECTION

John 3:16 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever 
believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.”
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GETTING TO KNOW YOU:

     • Share with the group one way God revealed Himself to you during 
        your worship experience this past week. 
        • Through your reading this week.

     • Take some time to catch up with each other. How did this week go?

INTRODUCTION:

In his gospel narrative, the apostle John seeks to display Jesus as “the 
Christ, the Son of God” (John 20:31). John achieves this goal in two 
primary ways. First, he showcases the signs, actions and miracles that 
Jesus did in His earthly ministry. Second, John gives the reader insight 
into discourses (conversations & teachings) with others that highlight 
Christ’s person, work and authority. Sometimes, the signs and discourses 
are linked together in the book and other times they are not. 

As we come to the third chapter of the book, we encounter one such 
discourse used to highlight Jesus as the Christ. John gives the reader a 
front row seat to a private discussion between Jesus and a member of 
the ruling class, Nicodemus. The conversation (3:1-15) highlights the 
mysterious work and meaning of salvation followed by reflections on 
the teaching (3:16-21).

DIGGING DEEPER:

Read John 3:1-21 out load as a group

     1. What initially stands out to you from this text?

     2. In verses 1-3, how does Nicodemus describe Jesus?
         • What is Nicodemus seeking? 
         • How have you tried to solve a spiritual problem with
            a human solution? 
         • How did that work for you? 

     3. Nicodemus was of the religious ruling class. His life would have 
         been marked by morality, biblical knowledge, and the respect 
         of others. If Nicodemus needed a spiritual rebirth, what do we 
         learn about the human condition?

     4. What does Jesus mean when he says in John 3:5 that “no one 
         can enter the kingdom of God unless he is born of water and
         the Spirit”? (cf. Isaiah 44:3; Ezekiel 36:24-28) 

     5. Read Numbers 21:4-9. How does Moses lifting the snake in the 
         desert look forward to the “Son of Man” being “lifted up”? 

     6. Read John 3:16-18 in its full context. 
         • How does hearing the verse in its full context give a
            deeper meaning? 
         • How does it help us have a deeper appreciation for the
            person and work of Christ?

     7. Consider the life of Nicodemus in comparison to the words
         of John 3:20-21. 
         • How do these verses describe what it truly means to believe
            in Jesus? 
         • What is the tension between salvation and good works?
         • How does this tension connect with James 2:14-24?

TAKING IT HOME:

     1. How is the spirit leading you to respond to the sermon or
         text this week? 
         • Are there steps of obedience that you feel God is calling
            you to make? 
         • How can your groups pray and support in these steps?

     2. Being born again is a vivid image of the “new life” a Christian 
         should experience when they come to faith in the Lord. How 
         does personal walk with the Lord and your daily life reflect this 
         “new life” to others? 
         • Ask God to help you live out I Peter 1:13-25.
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