
I. The _____________________________

     A. To Share the Message of ______________________________________________
          (Acts 17:2-3, 18; 26:25-26)

Acts 17:2-3 “And Paul went in, as was his custom, and on three Sabbath days he 
reasoned with them  from the Scriptures,  explaining and proving that it was 
necessary for the Christ to suffer and to rise from the dead, and saying, ‘This Jesus, 
whom I proclaim to you, is the Christ.’”

     B. To Have a _________________________________________________  
         (Acts 17:17; 2 Kings 5:17-19) 
  
Acts 17:17  “So  he reasoned in the synagogue with the Jews and the devout 
persons, and in the marketplace every day with those who happened to be there.”

     C. To Balance ________________________________
          (1 Corinthians 2:1-3; Acts 17:16)
    
Acts 17:16 “Now while Paul was waiting for them at Athens, his spirit was provoked 
within him”

     D. To See the Underlying ______________ of the Culture

Acts 17:16 “he saw that the city was full of idols.”

II. The ______________________

     A. Understand That It Takes More than _________________
         (Acts 17:22-23)

     B. You Can Get to ___________ the Lord

          1. God ______________Everything 

Acts 17:24 “The God who made the world and everything in it…”

          2. God is Totally ____________________
    
Acts 17:24-25 “being Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in temples made by 
man nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything…”

          3. God Gives Us Life, Breath, and Everything Else

Acts 17:25 “…since he himself gives to all mankind life and breath and everything.”

          4. God Has a Divine________________
   

Acts 17:26-27 “And he made from one man every nation of mankind to live on 
all the face of the earth, having determined allotted periods and  the 
boundaries of their dwelling place, that they should seek God, and perhaps feel 
their way toward him and find him.”

          5. God is_________________From Us 
              (Acts 17:27-28; Isaiah 55:6)

Acts 17:27-28 “Yet he is actually not far from each one of us ...”

               a. He Knows My Name  (John 10:3)

               b. He Knows My Needs (Matthew 6:31-33; Philippians 4:19)

               c. He Knows How I Feel  (Hebrews 4:15)

          6. God is More Than Our Grandest Idea of Him 

Acts 17:29  “Being then God's offspring, we ought not to think that the divine 
being is like gold or silver or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination 
of man.”

    C. Begin with ________________________    
         (Acts 17:30-31; Psalm 51:17)

Psalm 51:17 “The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a broken and contrite 
heart, O God, you will not despise.”

   D. Seek the Lord and ____________________to Him
        (Acts 17:27; Jeremiah 29:13; Hebrews 7:25)

Acts 17:27 “that they should seek God, and perhaps feel their way toward him 
and find him. Yet he is actually not far from each one of us”

III. Three Responses

     A. Some _________________________   

Acts 17:32  “Now when they heard of  the resurrection of the dead, some 
mocked.”

     B. Others Wanted to Hear More Information

Acts 17:32-33 “But others said, ‘We will hear you again about this.’ So Paul went 
out from their midst.”

     C. Some _________________________   

Acts 17:34 “But some men joined him and believed, among whom also were 
Dionysius the Areopagite and a woman named Damaris and others with them.”
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GETTING TO KNOW YOU:

      • What did God teach you during worship time this week?

      • Describe a time you were “swept along” by a crowd, but 
         didn’t really know why.

INTRODUCTION: 

As we read through the book of Acts, we are brought along on the journey of 
Paul’s missionary trips and the development of the early church. We are 
introduced to the Holy Spirit and the power that it brings. Paul speaks boldly in 
Ephesus, preaching in the synagogue for three months, and then moving to the 
lecture hall of Tyrannus where he continued to preach for two years. All the 
Jews and Greeks who lived in the province of Asia heard the word of the Lord 
(Acts 19:8-10). Then the author takes us on a little detour to describe one of 
largest and most dramatic events in the New Testament, a riot that occurred in 
a theater that seated about 25,000 people! As we reflect on what happened, 
ask God to reveal your own issues of idolatry or how you may be getting swept 
along with the crowd.   

DIGGING DEEPER:

Read Acts 19:17-20

   1. Why was the gospel spreading so successfully? 

Read Acts 19: 23-26

   2.  Have you visited a major tourist attraction recently? 

        • Think back to the “tourist trinkets” that are sold by the street vendors 
           (even the Vatican sells rosary beads in their gift shops). Are these “idols”? 
       
            - What defines an “idol”?

   3. Discuss why Demetrius was upset.

       • In what ways, if any, does our Christianity get in the way of society’s
          economy? 

Read Acts 19: 26-27

    4. What was happening to the goddess Artemis? 

        • Why are false religions threatened by Christianity?

        • The temple of Artemis was one of the seven wonders of the ancient 
           world. There was a cultural pride of Ephesus because they held a
           world-wide reputation. How was Christianity getting in the way of their
           standing?    
       
Read Acts 19:28-34

    5. The whole city was in an uproar, even though “most of the people did
         not even know why they were there.” Discuss the stability of Biblical truth
         versus the instability of the culture wars.

         • Was there a defense by “The Way” (Christianity)?

         • Was there a defense by the Jews? 

Read Acts 19:35-41

     6. How was order restored?

         • Did Paul or the Christians overtly condemn idol worship?

         • How did their testimony speak louder than simply condemning
            the idolatry? 

         • How does the gospel of Christ condemn idolatry (19:26)?

MAKING IT PERSONAL:

     7. What would it look like for you personally to be a “quiet disrupter”?

     8. What would happen if we focused on the positive message of Christ 
         and let the chaos of our culture self-destruct? 
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__________________________________________________________________________
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