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Pastor Jason West
“Words Matter”
1 Corinthians 13:11 “When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned
like a child. When I became a man, I gave up childish ways.”
James 3:1-2 “Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers, for you know that we
who teach will be judged with greater strictness. 2For we all stumble in many ways. And if
anyone does not stumble in what he says, he is a perfect man, able also to bridle his whole
body.”

I. Why Do Words Matter?
A. They Have the Power to _______________________________
1. Like a Bit in a Horse’s Mouth
James 3:3 “If we put bits into the mouths of horses so that they obey us, we guide their whole
bodies as well.”

2. Like a Rudder on a Large Ship
James 3:4-5a “Look at the ships also: though they are so large and are driven by strong winds,
they are guided by a very small rudder wherever the will of the pilot directs. So also the tongue
is a small member, yet it boasts of great things.”

B. They Have the Power to ________________________________
1. Like a Spark that Starts a Forest Fire
James 3:5b-6 “How great a forest is set ablaze by such a small fire! 6And the tongue is a fire, a
world of unrighteousness. The tongue is set among our members, staining the whole body,
setting on fire the entire course of life, and set on fire by hell.”

2. The Sin of Gossip
Proverbs 26:20 “For lack of wood the fire goes out, and where there is no whisperer, quarreling
ceases.”
Proverbs 18:21 “Death and life are in the power of the tongue, and those who love it will eat
its fruits.”
Job 19:2 “How long will you torment me and break me in pieces with words?”
James 3:6b “setting on fire the entire course of life, and set on fire by hell”
Ephesians 4:29-30 “Let no corrupting talk come out of your mouths, but only such as is good for
building up, as fits the occasion, that it may give grace to those who hear. 30And do not grieve
the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption.”
Psalm 19:14 “Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in
your sight, O Lord, my rock and my redeemer.”
James 3:7-8 “For every kind of beast and bird, of reptile and sea creature, can be tamed and
has been tamed by mankind, 8but no human being can tame the tongue. It is a restless evil,
full of deadly poison.”

C. They Have the Power to ______________________________ Our Heart

James 3:9-10 “With it we bless our Lord and Father, and with it we curse people who are made
in the likeness of God. 10 From the same mouth come blessing and cursing. My brothers, these
things ought not to be so.”

1. Why the Inconsistency?
2. Consider the ____________________________
James 3:11-12 “Does a spring pour forth from the same opening both fresh and salt water?
12
Can a fig tree, my brothers, bear olives, or a grapevine produce figs? Neither can a salt pond
yield fresh water.”
Matthew 12:34b “For out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks.”

D. They Have the Power to ______________________________ Others
Proverbs 12:18 “There is one whose rash words are like sword thrusts, but the tongue of the wise
brings healing.”
Proverbs 12:25 “Anxiety in a man’s heart weighs him down, but a good word makes him glad.”
Proverbs 25:11 “A word fitly spoken is like apples of gold in a setting of silver.”

II. What is the Solution?
A. Get a New ____________________________________
Ezekiel 18:31 “Cast away from you all the transgressions that you have committed, and make
yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of Israel?”
Psalm 51:10 “Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me”
2 Corinthians 5:17 “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed
away; behold, the new has come.”

B. Ask God for Every Day ___________________________
Psalm 141:3 “Set a guard, O Lord, over my mouth; keep watch over the door of my lips!”

C. Fill Your Mind with God’s _________________________
Philippians 4:8 “Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just,
whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence, if
there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things.”

D. _______________________________ before You Speak
James 1:19 “Know this, my beloved brothers: let every person be quick to hear, slow to speak,
slow to anger”
Proverbs 13:3 “Whoever guards his mouth preserves his life; he who opens wide his lips comes
to ruin.”
Proverbs 21:23 “Whoever keeps his mouth and his tongue keeps himself out of trouble.”
1 Peter 3:10 “For whoever desires to love life and see good days, let him keep his tongue from
evil and his lips from speaking deceit”

____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

Community Group Questions
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I. GETTING TO KNOW YOU
• Share with the group how God revealed Himself to you at church
this past week.
• Tell about a time where you said something that you wish you
could have taken back.

• Read James 3:6-8. List & discuss the attributes of the “tongue”.
- Read Galatians 5:22. List & discuss the fruit of the Spirit.
- What does the comparisons of the two-lists reveal about the nature of
God?
- What does it reveal about our nature?
- How is it a barometer of our heart?
- How is the use of our words a barometer of our relationship with God?

• Do you believe James’ description of the “tongue” is a fair
representation of your personal struggle? Why or Why not?

- How was a relationship or situation changed because of what you
said?

- How do these verses apply to what we post on the internet or on
social media?
- Do your words or social media posts more often help or hurt people?

- Have you been able to “fix” whatever was affected because of what
you said? If so, how?

- What does this reveal about your identity/relationship with God?

II. DIGGING DEEPER
One of the most distressing crises and destructive forces is a fire that
ravages out of control. The pain of seeing the destruction is
overwhelming—personal belongings going up in smoke; the beauty of
nature being destroyed; even the loss of life itself. As you read James 3,
discuss the comparisons between the destructive power of the tongue to
that of a forest fire.

III. OBSERVATION & DISCUSSION
Read James 3
• How can a person know if God is calling them to teach?
- Read Luke 12:48. Does James’ warning about becoming a teacher
still apply today?
- Does James’ warning only apply to teachers or does (should) a similar
warning apply to ministry leaders, counselors or mentors?

• Read James 1:4 and James 3:2. Why is James emphasizing being
perfect?
- Is anyone able to be perfect? If not, what is James getting at?
- Is James 3:2 only referring to what we verbally say, or does it
alsoninclude what we do not say?

• Read James 3:3-6. Why does James emphasize the tongue being
a fire more than the other the other analogies of it being a bit in a
horse’s mouth or a rudder on a ship?
- Consider Matthew 15:11, 18-19 in light of James 3.

• James 3:8 says that it is “impossible” to tame the tongue. If this is
true, should we try?
- Read Proverbs 12:18-19; 13:3; 16:27; 17:7; 18:7-8; 25:18. List out as many
consequences or examples of an untamed tongue as possible.
- Have you ever used your words to praise God and curse men?
- Does this contradictory behavior represent your true character or
identity? Why or why not?

• Re-read James 1:19-25. What does a controlled tongue look like?
- What do you observe about how the tongue affects our relationship
with God?
- What would you tell someone that is trying to learn to control their
tongue?
- Can you apply this to your own life?

IV. TAKING IT HOME
• When you are with family, friends or co-workers, do you ever talk
about your faith or God? Why or why not?
- Read Ephesians 4:29. How can you use your words this week to
encourage your family, friends, and co-workers? What needs to
happen to make this possible?

• Make a focused effort this week to complement and encourage
people, especially with those people you normally would not do
so.
- Ask God to help you and show you how to specifically do this.
________________________________________________________________________

