
I. When to Pray?
James 5:13-14 “Is anyone among you suffering? Let him pray. Is anyone cheerful? Let him sing 
praise. 14Is anyone among you sick? Let him call for the elders of the church, and let them pray 
over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord.”

     A. Pray when you are ____________________

James 5:13a “Is anyone among you suffering? Let him pray.”

James 5:12a “But above all, my brothers, do not swear…”

     B. Pray when you are ____________________

James 5:13b “Is anyone cheerful? Let him sing praise.”

     C. Pray when you are Hurting _______________________

James 5:14-15 “Is anyone among you sick? Let him call for the elders of the church, and let 
them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord. 15And the prayer of faith will 
save the one who is sick, and the Lord will raise him up. And if he has committed sins, he will be 
forgiven.”

          1. Types of Sickness

               a. Sometimes Sickness Leads to ____________________ 
John 11:4 “But when Jesus heard it he said, “This illness does not lead to death…”

               b. Sometimes Sickness is for ________________________

1 Corinthians 11:28- 30 “Let a person examine himself, then, and so eat of the bread and drink 
of the cup.  29For anyone who eats and drinks without discerning the body eats and drinks 
judgment on himself. 30That is why many of you are weak and ill, and some have died.”

               c. Sometimes Sickness is for ____________________ to be Revealed

John 11:4 “But when Jesus heard it he said, ‘This illness does not lead to death. It is for the glory 
of God, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it.’”
          
          2.  Different Attitudes towards Healing

     D. Pray when you are Hurting ___________________
James 5:16a “Therefore, confess your sins to one another and pray for one another, that you 
may be healed.”

II. Who Can Pray? ________________________  Believers in Jesus

James 5:17 “Elijah was a man with a nature like ours…”

III. How to Pray?

     A. Pray in _____________________________

James 5:15 “And the prayer of faith will save the one who is sick, and the Lord will raise him up. 
And if he has committed sins, he will be forgiven.”

James 1:6-8 “But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for the one who doubts is like a wave of 
the sea that is driven and tossed by the wind. 7For that person must not suppose that he will 
receive anything from the Lord; 8he is a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways.”

Matthew 21:22 “And whatever you ask in prayer, you will receive, if you have faith.”

     B. Pray for __________________________

James 5:16a “Therefore, confess your sins to one another and pray for one another, that you 
may be healed.”

Ephesians 1:16 “I do not cease to give thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers”

     C. Prayer from a Right _____________________ with God

James 5:16b “The prayer of a righteous person has great power as it is working.”

• “Our Father” implies relationship with God (Matt. 6:9-13).

     D. Pray _________________________ 

James 5:17 “Elijah was a man with a nature like ours, and he prayed fervently that it might not 
rain, and for three years and six months it did not rain on the earth.”

• Fervent meaning: Determined to receive

     E. Pray _________________________

James 5:18 “Then he prayed again, and heaven gave rain, and the earth bore its fruit.”

1 Kings 18:41-45 “And Elijah said to Ahab, “Go up, eat and drink, for there is a sound of the 
rushing of rain.” 42So Ahab went up to eat and to drink. And Elijah went up to the top of Mount 
Carmel. And he bowed himself down on the earth and put his face between his knees. 43And 
he said to his servant, “Go up now, look toward the sea.” And he went up and looked and 
said, “There is nothing.” And he said, “Go again,” seven times. 44And at the seventh time he 
said, “Behold, a little cloud like a man’s hand is rising from the sea.” And he said, “Go up, say 
to Ahab, ‘Prepare your chariot and go down, lest the rain stop you.’” 45And in a little while the 
heavens grew black with clouds and wind, and there was a great rain. And Ahab rode and 
went to Jezreel.”

     F. Pray with Right ________________________

James 4:3 “You ask and do not receive, because you ask  wrongly, to spend it on your 
passions.”

     G. Pray in this Way

Matthew 6:9-13 “Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. 10Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. 11Give us this day our daily bread. 12And forgive us 
our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 13And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen” (KJV)

     H. Prayer for _________________________

James 5:19-20 “My brothers, if anyone among you wanders from the truth and someone brings 
him back, 20let him know that whoever brings back a sinner from his wandering will save his soul 
from death and will cover a multitude of sins.”
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James 5:13-20

I. Getting To Know You

• Share with the group how God revealed Himself to you at church 
this past week.

• What is one thing makes prayer most difficult for you?

II. Digging deeper
The epistle of James closes with this important and encouraging section of scripture. 
Earlier in the letter, James urged the audience of persecuted, suffering believers to 
show patience, endurance and strength (and without grumbling.) How can we 
accomplish this? Prayer. We rely on God through the power of prayer. As you read 
and discuss these verses, ask God to reveal to you how much you need His grace 
to help you become more disciplined in your prayer life.

Observation and discussion
Read James 5:13-16

• The Prayer of Faith
     - What is the answer to suffering?

 - Does God hear and answer your prayers?

• Read John 15:7 and Mark 11:22-25

     - What do these verses teach us about our prayers being heard    
       and answered?

• What should a believer do if they become overwhelmed by
   sickness or spiritual weakness?

     - How do you think anointing with oil helps someone?

• Why would James instruct us to confess our sins to each other 
(instead of solely confessing to God?)

     - How can confession of sins lead to healing in our lives?

• Read James 5:17-18

• Example of Elijah

     - Why do you think James describes Elijah as “a man with a
      nature like ours?”

     - Read 1 Kings 18:20-40

 - Why is Elijah a good example for James to use?

 - What was the aim of Elijah’s prayer? (v. 37)

Read James 5:19-20

• Saving a Soul from Death

    - Read Galatians 2:14

 - What are some ways in which a person can wander from
               the truth?

• What is at stake in bringing someone back from their sinning?

     - How does bringing them back cover a multitude of sins?

III. Taking it home

• As we close our study of James, what one theme or topic did you 
find most meaningful? Why was it so meaningful?

• What personal needs can you ask others to pray for you this 
week? Whom will you ask to pray for you?

• What situation or person will you pray for this week? Do you know 
of anyone that is drifting away from the Lord and might need some 
encouragement?
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