
I. When Good Things Go Bad

     A. King Gideon?

Judges 8:22-27 “Then the men of Israel said to Gideon, “Rule over us, you and your 
son and your grandson also, for you have saved us from the hand of Midian.” 
23Gideon said to them, “I will not rule over you, and my son will not rule over you; the 
Lord will rule over you.” 24 And Gideon said to them, “Let me make a request of you: 
every one of you give me the earrings from his spoil.” (For they had golden earrings, 
because they were Ishmaelites.) 25And they answered, “We will willingly give them.” 
And they spread a cloak, and every man threw in it the earrings of his spoil. 26And 
the weight of the golden earrings that he requested was 1,700 shekels  of gold, 
besides the crescent ornaments and the pendants and the purple garments worn 
by the kings of Midian, and besides the collars that were around the necks of their 
camels. 27And Gideon made an ephod of it and put it in his city, in Ophrah. And all 
Israel whored after it there, and it became a snare to Gideon and to his family.”

     A. Learning from Gideon

 1. _______________________ about everything

 2. Receive Godly _________________________

Proverbs 18:1 “Whoever isolates himself seeks his own desire; he breaks out against 
all sound judgment.”

 3. Understand the danger of _____________________

 4. Don’t put material possessions over your relationship with
     God

Judges 8:26 “And the weight of the golden earrings that he requested was 1,700 
shekels of gold, besides the crescent ornaments and the pendants and the purple 
garments worn by the kings of Midian, and besides the collars that were around the 
necks of their camels.”

Proverbs 30:7-9 “Two things I ask of you; deny them not to me before I die: 8Remove 
far from me falsehood and lying; give me neither poverty nor riches; feed me with 
the food that is needful for me, 9 est I be full and deny you and say, “Who is the 
Lord?” or lest I be poor and steal and profane the name of my God.”

 5. Beware of _______________________ sin

Judges 8:30 “Now Gideon had seventy sons, his own offspring,  for he had many 
wives.  31  And his concubine who was in Shechem also bore him a son, and he 
called his name Abimelech.”

 6. Make sure your ____________________ matches your beliefs

Galations 2:14a “But when I saw that their conduct was not in step with the truth of 
the gospel…”

II: The son of Gideon - Abimelech

     A. _______________________ Power

Judges 8:33-34 “As soon as Gideon died, the people of Israel turned again and 
whored after the Baals and made Baal-berith their god. 34And the people of Israel 
did not remember the Lord their God, who had delivered them from the hand of all 
their enemies on every side”

Judges 9:5-6 “And he went to his father’s house at Ophrah and killed his brothers the 
sons of Jerubbaal, seventy men, on one stone. But Jotham the youngest son of 
Jerubbaal was left, for he hid himself. 6  And all the leaders of Shechem came 
together, and all Beth-millo, and they went and made Abimelech king, by the oak 
of the pillar at Shechem.”

     B. Learning from ________________________

 1. Real oppression comes from __________________________

“I entered into the Gulag thinking it was the Communists who were evil.. If 
only there were evil people somewhere insidiously committing evil deeds, 
then we could separate them from the rest of us and destroy them. But the 
line dividing good and evil cuts through the heart of every human being. 
And who is willing to destroy… his own heart?” Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn

 2. We need a better ______________________

 3. Judgment is ____________________________

Judges 9:56-57 “Thus God returned the evil of Abimelech, which he committed 
against his father in killing his seventy brothers. 57And God also made all the evil of 
the men of Shechem return on their heads, and upon them came  the curse of 
Jotham the son of Jerubbaal.”

2 Peter 3:8–9 “But do not overlook this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day 
is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. 9The Lord is not slow to 
fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that 
any should perish, but that all should reach repentance.” 

Notes:_____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
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I. GETTING TO KNOW YOU

• Share with the group how God revealed Himself to you at church this
   past week and in your reading of Judges.

• Have you ever experienced a spiritual victory only to be followed by a
   significant spiritual defeat?

     - What caused this quick reversal?

     - Did that defeat have negative effects on the victory?

II. DIGGING DEEPER
Judges 8 has the extreme of Gideon’s life: His Victory, His Idolatry and His 
Death. Judges 9 shows the result on the nation of Gideon’s decisions and 
leadership after his most significant victory. As you look into these 
chapters, discuss how his successes and what they did for the nation of 
Israel compare to his defeats and what they did to the nation of Israel in 
Chapter 8 & the result in chapter 9.

III. OBSERVATION & DISCUSSION

Take some time to re-read Judges 8.

• What plan did the men of Israel have for Gideon as a result of his victory  
   (8:22)?

     - How did Gideon answer them, and what reason did he give (8:23)?

     - What does this reflect about Gideon and his character?

• What request did Gideon make of the people (8:24)?

     - How did this request jive with Gideon’s answer in the previous verse?

     - What did the people do as a result (8:25,26)? 

    - What did Gideon do with the plunder that the people had given him 
       (8:27)?

     - An ephod is a sleeveless garment wore by Jewish priests (Exodus 28: 6 -
      35).  How did Gideon misapply something that should have been holy
      into something that was idolatrous (his reaction to the people AND the
      Ephod)?

• What did the people of Israel do after Gideon’s death (8:33)?

     - What affect do you think Gideon’s decision to make the Ephod had
      on the people after his death?

Take some time to re-read Judges 9.

• What and to whom did Gideon’s son Abimelech make an appeal
   (9:1,2)?

     - How did the men of Shechem respond to Abimelech (9:3,4)?

     - What did Abimelech do with the money they gave him? 

• Jotham (Gideon’s only other surviving son) speaks to the men of  
   Shechem by a parable -- what is the real message of it?

     - How does following the wrong leader change the spiritual and
       general environment of a situation?

      - What standard should we use to determine who to follow?

 - Is following that standard easy or hard?

• How did God intervene in the situation (9:23-57)?

     - What purpose did God have in allowing this conflict? 

    - What man sought to gain influence among the men of Shechem
       (9:26) how did he attempt to rewrite history (9:28,29)? 

• How did Abimelech die (9:52-54)?

     - What was the response of the people of Israel to Abimelech’s death 
       (9:55)?

• Verses 9:56-57 concludes this chapter and this part of the story. How 
   does this reflect the overall tone of the book of Judges? 

IV. TAKING IT HOME

• Can you think of holy things that God has created that you misuse or
   misapply that ended up being spiritually disastrous?

     - Confess those things to God and remove them from your life.

• How important is what you are doing now to the spiritual legacy that
   you will leave when you die?

     - Are there things that need to change now to have a positive effect
      on that legacy?

    - Seek the Lord to reveal some specifics so that when you die, your 
      spiritual legacy will continue.

• Take some time to write what God says about people we should follow.   
   Remember, His standard is higher than any other standard of a leader.

     - Pray that God gives you the courage to follow only leaders that
       reflect His standards.
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