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I. Introduction to Judges”

C. Don’t ___________________ everything God has done for you
Judges 2:1 “And he said, “I brought you up from Egypt and brought you into the
land that I swore to give to your fathers. I said, ‘I will never break my covenant with
you.’”
Judges 2:10 “And all that generation also were gathered to their fathers. And there
arose another generation after them who did not know the Lord or the work that he
had done for Israel.”

Judges 1:1-2 “After the death of Joshua, the people of Israel inquired of the Lord,
‘Who shall go up first for us against the Canaanites, to fight against them?’ 2The Lord
said, ‘Judah shall go up; behold, I have given the land into his hand.’”

D. Raise Your _____________________ to Know the Lord

Judges 1:4-5 “Then Judah went up and the Lord gave the Canaanites and the
Perizzites into their hand, and they defeated 10,000 of them at Bezek. 5They found
Adoni-bezek at Bezek and fought against him and defeated the Canaanites and
the Perizzites.”

E. Understand the _________________________ of God

II. The Cure for Spiritual Inconsistency
A. _____________________ God’s Plan!
Judges 1:19 “And the Lord was with Judah, and he took possession of the hill
country, but he could not drive out the inhabitants of the plain because they had
chariots of iron.”
Judges 1:27 “Manasseh did not drive out the inhabitants of Beth-shean and its
villages, or Taanach and its villages, or the inhabitants of Dor and its villages, or the
inhabitants of Ibleam and its villages, or the inhabitants of Megiddo and its villages,
for the Canaanites persisted in dwelling in that land.”
Judges 1:28 “When Israel grew strong, they put the Canaanites to forced labor, but
did not drive them out completely.”

1. Remember that God’s assessment is often different than our own.
Judges 2:1b-3 “And he said, “I brought you up from Egypt and brought you into the
land that I swore to give to your fathers. I said, ‘I will never break my covenant with
you, 2and you shall make no covenant with the inhabitants of this land; you shall
break down their altars.’ But you have not obeyed my voice. What is this you have
done? 3So now I say, I will not drive them out before you, but they shall become
thorns in your sides, and their gods shall be a snare to you.‘”

2. Not Following God in ___________________ Ways Now, Leads to
_____________________ in the Future (Judges 1:8-2:3)
3. Recognize the Difference between saying, “I __________________”
and “I _________________________!”

B. Worship the God who _______________ You, instead of the gods
who __________________ you.
Judges 2:12a “And they abandoned the Lord, the God of their fathers, who had
brought them out of the land of Egypt. They went after other gods…”

Judges 2:10b “…And there arose another generation after them who did not know
the Lord or the work that he had done for Israel.”

1. God is ________________ about sin because of what it does to Us
Judges 2:14a “So the anger of the Lord was kindled against Israel…”

2. God is ________________________ of your affection to the world
James 4:4-5b “Do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity with
God?...He yearns jealously over the spirit that he has made to dwell in us?”

3. God puts _________________ in our path so we will turn back to Him
Judges 2:14a “…the anger of the Lord was kindled against Israel, and he gave them
over to plunderers…”

4. God is ________________________ towards us Despite our Sin
Judges 2:18b “…For the Lord was moved to pity by their groaning because of those
who afflicted and oppressed them.”

5. God has a Plan of _______________________________
Judges 2:15b-16 “And they were in terrible distress. Then the Lord raised up judges,
who saved them out of the hand of those who plundered them.”

F. Remember that human saviors need _____________ themselves
Judges 2:1b “…I swore to give to your fathers. I said, ‘I will never break my covenant
with you.”
Judges 2:15a “Whenever they marched out, the hand of the Lord was against them
for harm, as the Lord had warned.”

G. See the Big Picture of God’s _________________________
Genesis 15:17 “When the sun had gone down and it was dark, behold, a smoking
fire pot and a flaming torch passed between these pieces.”

Notes:_____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
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- What was the people’s response to the Lord? Was God pleased with the
response?

• Joshua’s death and the coming apostasy (Judges 2:6-10)
- What happened following the death of Joshua?

I. GETTING TO KNOW YOU

- To what degree is strong human leadership important?

• Share with the group how God revealed Himself to you at church
this past week.

- How might this be seen as looking to human strength instead of God’s
strength?

• Modern Christian families face the challenge of raising children in
a postmodern, relativist world devoid of ultimate truth.

- How can we make sure God remains the ultimate leader/king in our
lives?

- How shall we share the gospel with young people who lack the belief of
absolute truth?

• A recurring pattern of disobedience, God’s grace and God’s
anger (Judges 2:11-23)

- Share how you have been affected by relativism and postmodernism.

- What progression do you see once Israel does evil in the sight of the Lord
and serves other gods?

II. DIGGING DEEPER

The time of Judges was a new beginning for the nation of Israel. The conquest of
Canaan had been accomplished, and the land had been occupied and was
being distributed among the various tribes. Now was the time to be that model
nation of God – the nation for all the other nations of the world to imitate. The
people fail repeatedly in this. They lacked strong, faithful leadership and even the
judges fall short in many aspects. However, God uses these judges to discipline and
preserve his people; and to reveal their need for a faithful, godly king. As you study
Judges, ask God to reveal to you how Jesus Christ is our perfect and ultimate judge,
deliverer and king.

Discuss the following:
OBSERVATION & DISCUSSION
• Initial obedience and incomplete conquests revealing
disobedience (Judges 1:1-36)

- How does God respond and why?
- Why were the nations that were not driven out by Joshua left behind?
Have you ever experienced unwanted items being left in your life?

III. TAKING IT HOME
• There are times when God is recorded as taking an active hand in
the discipline of Israel.
- Do you think that God makes bad things happen to us to teach or punish
us?

- What were some of the initial successes of Israel?

- Or, does He just use bad things which would have happened to us
anyway? Do you have any personal examples?

- What were the failures that followed?

• Read John 17:16-19 and Exodus 23:32

What do you think was the root cause(s) of these failures?

- We are called to be in the world but not of it – but the Israelites were called
to separate themselves from the world to not become tainted.

• The angel of the Lord and Israel’s disobedience (Judges 2:1-5)
- Who is the angel of the Lord?

- How do we navigate this within our modern, hostile to Christ, worldly
culture of 2018?

- What two things does the Lord ask of His people? (verse 2)

- Is there a place in the modern church for a secluded, insulated life?

- Have you ever had an encounter with thorns? How?

• Do your hurts and problems in life come more from your
circumstances or are they primarily from your own actions?

- How can the foreign gods become a snare to Israel?
- What “gods” influence our lives today?
- What are some practices we do because of these gods?
- How do these practices cause problems in our lives?

- What help do you need from God?
- What do others in your life need God to deliver them from?
- Commit to praying for these this week.

