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I. GIDEON THE _________________________ (6:1-24)
Judges 6:11 “Now the angel of the LORD came and sat under the terebinth at Ophrah, which
belonged to Joash the Abiezrite, while his son Gideon was beating out wheat in the winepress
to hide it from the Midianites.”

A. Gideon’s questions
Judges 6:13 “And Gideon said to him, “Please, sir, if the LORD is with us, why then has all this
happened to us? And where are all his wonderful deeds that our fathers recounted to us,
saying, ‘Did not the LORD bring us up from Egypt?’ But now the LORD has forsaken us and
given us into the hand of Midian.”

1. Why has all this happened to us?
2. Why doesn’t God do great deeds for us anymore?

• God’s Answer – I’m sending you!
Judges 6:14 “And the Lord turned to him and said, ‘Go in this might of yours and save Israel
from the hand of Midian; do not I send you?’”

3.…But who am I that the Lord would use me?
Judges 6:15 “And he said to him, “Please, Lord, how can I save Israel? Behold, my clan is the
weakest in Manasseh, and I am the least in my father’ house.”

• God’s Answer– I Will Be With You!
Judges 6:16 “And the Lord said to him, ‘But I will be with you, and you shall strike the Midianites
as one man.’”

II. GIDEON THE ___________________ (6:25-32)
Judges 6:25 “That night the LORD said to him, “Take your father’s bull, and the second bull
seven years old, and pull down the altar of Baal that your father has, and cut down the
Asherah that is beside it.”

A. Revival starts at ____________________
Judges 6:26 “and build an altar to the LORD your God on the top of the stronghold here, with
stones laid in due order. Then take the second bull and offer it as a burnt offering with the
wood of the Asherah that you shall cut down.”
Judges 6:27 “So Gideon took ten men of his servants and did as the LORD had told him. But
because he was too afraid of his family and the men of the town to do it by day, he did it by
night.”

B. Courage is not the absence of _________________; it is following
God in the midst of fear.
Judges 6:32 “Therefore on that day Gideon was called Jerubbaal, that is to say, “Let Baal
contend against him,” because he broke down his altar.”

C. The Fleece Test – ‘God, how do I know you are really in
control?’ (Judges 6:36-40)

• We Have Something So Much Better than a Fleece to prove this –
the Cross!

III. GIDEON THE ______________________ (6:33 - 8:3)
Judges 7:12 “And the Midianites and the Amalekites and all the people of the East lay along
the valley like locusts in abundance, and their camels were without number, as the sand that
is on the seashore in abundance.”

A. Victory comes through ____________________ alone
Judges 7:2 “The Lord said to Gideon, “The people with you are too many for me to give the
Midianites into their hand, lest Israel boast over me, saying, ‘My own hand has saved me.’”

B. Cast off _____________________
Judges 7:3a Now therefore proclaim in the ears of the people, saying, ‘Whoever is fearful and
trembling, let him return home and hurry away from Mount Gilead.’”

C. God will often _________________ us before working a miracle
through us
Judges 7:3b “…Then 22,000 of the people returned, and 10,000 remained.”

• From 32,000 to 10,000
2 Corinthians 12:9 “But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made
perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the
power of Christ may rest upon me.”

D. Be aware of the real ______________________
Judges 7:4-5 “And the Lord said to Gideon, “The people are still too many. Take them down to
the water, and I will test them for you there, and anyone of whom I say to you, ‘This one shall
go with you,’ shall go with you, and anyone of whom I say to you, ‘This one shall not go with
you,’ shall not go.” 5So he brought the people down to the water. And the Lord said to Gideon,
“Every one who laps the water with his tongue, as a dog laps, you shall set by himself. Likewise,
every one who kneels down to drink.”
Judges 7:6-7 “And the number of those who lapped, putting their hands to their mouths, was
300 men, but all the rest of the people knelt down to drink water. 7And the Lord said to Gideon,
“With the 300 men who lapped I will save you and give the Midianites into your hand, and let
all the others go every man to his home.”

• From 10,000 to 300
E. God will patiently deal with our faltering ____________________
(Judges 7:9-14)
Mark 9:24b “I believe; help my unbelief!”
2 Timothy 2:13 “if we are faithless, he remains faithful—“

F. “A man with God is always in the _______________” (John Knox)
Judges 7:19-23 “So Gideon and the hundred men who were with him came to the outskirts of
the camp at the beginning of the middle watch, when they had just set the watch. And they
blew the trumpets and smashed the jars that were in their hands. 20 Then the three companies
blew the trumpets and broke the jars. They held in their left hands the torches, and in their right
hands the trumpets to blow. And they cried out, “A sword for the Lord and for Gideon!” 21 Every
man stood in his place around the camp, and all the army ran. They cried out and fled. 22
When they blew the 300 trumpets, the Lord set every man’s sword against his comrade and
against all the army. And the army fled as far as Beth-shittah toward Zererah, as far as the
border of Abel-meholah, by Tabbath. 23 And the men of Israel were called out from Naphtali
and from Asher and from all Manasseh, and they pursued after Midian.”
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I. GETTING TO KNOW YOU
• Share with the group how God revealed Himself to you at church this
past week and in your reading of Judges.
• How do you tend to seek and hear the Lord’s voice/leading?
- Do you tend to act quickly when you believe the Lord is speaking/
leading or do you hesitate and seek additional confirmation?
- What previous life experiences have helped you respond the way you
do?
II. DIGGING DEEPER

As we read through Judges, it is easy for us to see the repeated cycle of rebellion
against God’s commands. The account of Gideon is much like the account of
Moses. Unfortunately, it is also very much our own accounts. The call of Gideon is
the centerpiece of chapter 6. It begins with an appearance of the Angel of the
Lord, followed by an account of Gideon’s destruction of an altar of Baal, after
which we see Gideon’s wavering faith. Through it all, Gideon was ambivalent about
being called to deliver Israel…even after seeing and hearing from God directly. As
we read and reflect on Judges 6-7, ask God to show you areas that you are not fully
obeying Him, as well as any areas of compromise in your life.

III. OBSERVATION & DISCUSSION
Take some time to re-read Judges 6:11 – 7:25.

Describe the account of Gideon’s call. (6:11-24)
• Where was Gideon and why was he there?
• How did he respond to the Angel of the Lord?
• What proof did the Angel give that his words were true?
- When did God give similar proof of His promise and what was significant
about that instance (think…Abram)?

Describe the account of Gideon’s first task/test (6:25-32)
• What made this task difficult and a cause for fear?

• Discuss the comparison with Elijah’s “battle with Baal” in I Kings 18?

Describe the account of Gideon’s preparation and victory over the
Midianites (6:33-7:25)
• After Gideon’s encounter with the Angel as well as his successful
destruction of Baal, why do you think he put out the fleece…twice?
- Can you relate to Gideon needing constant affirmation from God on
His direction?
- Does that show a lack of faith or spiritual discernment?
• Discuss how God whittled down the size of Gideon’s army?
• Discuss how God gave Gideon the victory without a “shot being fired.”
- What does this say about our obedience in the hands of God’s power?
- Would you rather be blowing the trumpet while trusting God or charging
into battle on your own?
• Discuss your “wow” moment from this account.
IV. TAKING IT HOME

How are you like Gideon?
• Ask God to reveal areas where you doubt God’s promises or direction.
• Confess any sin that God might reveal in connection with that doubt and
disobedience.
- If you tend to want to be in control and don’t easily trust that God’s “got
it,” ask Him to build your faith to improve your trust.
- Share with someone this week an area or situation that you’ve seen God
give a victory when you thought that was an impossibility.
• Think of practical ways to use the victories that God has done in your life
as part of sharing Him with others.
Notes: ________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

- Have you ever had to confront a stronghold within your family?

________________________________________________________________________

• How did Gideon’s father respond compared to the other people?

________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

