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Psalm 51
Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love;
according to your abundant mercy blot out my transgressions.
2
Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin!
3
For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me. 4Against
you, you only, have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight, so
that you may be justified in your words and blameless in your
judgment. 5Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, and in sin did my
mother conceive me. 6 Behold, you delight in truth in the inward
being, and you teach me wisdom in the secret heart. 7Purge me with
hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and I shall be whiter than
snow. 8Let me hear joy and gladness; let the bones that you have
broken rejoice. 9Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my
iniquities. 10Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right
spirit within me. 11Cast me not away from your presence, and take
not your Holy Spirit from me. 12Restore to me the joy of your salvation,
and uphold me with a willing spirit.”

Then I will teach transgressors your ways, and sinners will return to
you. 14Deliver me from blood-guiltiness, O God, O God of my
salvation, and my tongue will sing aloud of your righteousness. 15O
Lord, open my lips, and my mouth will declare your praise. 16For you
will not delight in sacrifice, or I would give it; you will not be pleased
with a burnt offering. 17The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a
broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise.
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“1

1. Forgiveness from ____________________ (1-12)
• Realize only God forgives sin (v 1-2)
• Realize sin needs to be acknowledged (v 3)
• Realize sin is ultimately against God (v 4)
• Realize our nature heads towards sin (v 5-6)
- Psalm 1

2. Forgiveness of _________________ (13-17)
• Teach God’s ways to others (v 13)
• Sing of God’s righteousness (v 14-15)
• Offer a sacrifice of broken spirit and repentant heart
( v 16-17)
Do good to Zion in your good pleasure; build up the walls of
Jerusalem; 19then will you delight in right sacrifices, in burnt offerings
and whole burnt offerings; then bulls will be offered on your altar.
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3. Forgiveness towards __________________ (18-19)
• A Clean hearts creates acceptable worship (v. 18-19)
• Matthew 5:23-24
• Matthew 6:9-15
• Matthew 7:1-5
• Matthew 7:12
• Matthew 18:21-22, 35
Notes: __________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________

• Realize sin leaves stains (v 7-9)

_________________________________________________________________

• Realize God gives a clean heart and renewed spirit
(v 10)

_________________________________________________________________

• Realize repentance brings forgiveness which restores
fellowship (v 11-12)

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________

Community Group Questions
Week of February 4, 2018

- Psalm 51:8
- Psalm 51:10
- Psalm 51:11
- Psalm 51:12

• David’s sin involved others, what does 51:4 mean?

I. GETTING TO KNOW YOU

- What does this show you about the true nature of sin?

• Share with the group how God revealed Himself to you at church this past week
and in your reading of the Psalms.

- What does David declare that God delights in (verse 6), and what does He infer to be the
opposite of sin and guilt?

• As a child, did you ever get caught with your “hand in a cookie jar”?

• In Psalm 51:7-12 David asks to be restored. What does the word restore mean?

- What were the consequences that you faced?

- David uses vivid language to explain and describe restoration. Discuss how does he
describes restoration or the result of restoration?

- What about as an adult? What did that look like?

- How confident is David in God’s ability to achieve this in Psalm 51:7?

- How did you react and respond?
- What consequences did you face?

- How confident are you in God’s forgiveness and restoration when you repent?

• Why do you think David uses the word “clean” and not “forgiven”?

II. DIGGING DEEPER

- According to Psalm 51:6, 10, where does the process of God’s cleansing begin?

Psalm 51 is the psalmist David’s repentant cry for cleansing forgiveness from God. David
responds with this Psalm after Nathan’s uncomfortable confrontation of David’s adultery with
Bathsheba and murder of her husband Uriah. For a backdrop for David’s penning of Psalm
51and before you look deeper into Psalm 51, please read II Samuel 11:1-12:14. As you look
deeper into this Psalm, ask God to show you ways that you can continue to have a heart that
is in tune with God and sensitive to His conviction and leading.

- What imagery does each of those words give to you?

Discuss the following:
OBSERVATION & DISCUSSION
• Read Psalm 51 (after reading II Samuel 11:1 – 12:14)
• Considering David’s statement and Nathan’s reply in II Samuel 12:13, why did
David compose Psalm 51?
- How did David react to God’s correction?
- How do you normally react when someone confronts you with sin?

• What four things does David ask God to do in Psalm 51:1, 2?
- According to which of God’s characteristics does David rely?
- Which of God’s characteristics do you normally rely on when you face your sin?

• What words does David use to describe his sin throughout Psalm 51:1-5?
- What is his attitude toward it?
- What is generally your attitude towards your own sin?
- How does your attitude towards sin reflect God’s attitude towards sin?

• What effects did David’s sin and subsequent guilt have on him: physically,
emotionally, relationally, spiritually?
- Psalm 51:2,7
- Psalm 51:3

- How does it impact in your life to be “clean” before God and not just forgiven?

• How does Psalm 51 relate to 1 John 1:9?
- What role does honestly play in our confessing and then receiving forgiveness?
- How often do you try to rationalize your sin when it comes to confession?
- How does rationalization limit the freedom and forgiveness we experience as compared
to true confession?

• David says that God does not delight in sacrifice (51:16) but then he says that
there are some sacrifices that are acceptable to God. What are those sacrifices?
- What makes the difference?

III. TAKING IT HOME
• How to do you “feel” when there is unconfessed sin in your life?
- How does God convict you of your sin?
- Why is it painful to be confronted with a specific sin?
- Does this pain prompt you to address your sin or do you tend to ignore the pain until it goes
away?

• Is there anything you need to confess to God?
- Stop and confess it right now.

• What does the freedom of confessed sin bring to you and your life?
- Is there someone who needs to hear your story or stories of forgiveness?

Notes:_________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________

