
I. The Good Shepherd’s ______________________
John 10:11 “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.”

     A. Anticipating the ______________________ of the Shepherd

Psalm 22:18 “they divide my garments among them, and for my clothing they cast lots.”

Matthew 27:35 “And when they had crucified him, they divided his garments among them by 
casting lots.”

     B. The _________________________ of the Shepherd

Psalm 22:7 “All who see me mock me; they make mouths at me; they wag their heads”

Matthew 27:39 “And those who passed by derided him, wagging their heads”

     C. The ________________________ of the Shepherd

Psalm 22:8 “He trusts in the Lord; let him deliver him; let him rescue him, for he delights in him!”

Mathew 27:43 “He trusts in God; let God deliver him now, if he desires him. For he said, ‘I am 
the Son of God.’”

     D. The ________________________ of the Shepherd

Psalm 22:1 “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”

Matthew 27:46 “And about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, ‘Eli, Eli, 
lema sabachthani?’ that is, ‘My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?’”

     E. The ___________________ Work of the Shepherd

Psalm 22:31 “they shall come and proclaim his righteousness to a people yet unborn, that he 
has done it.”

John 19:30 “When Jesus had received the sour wine, he said, “It is finished,” and he bowed his 
head and gave up his spirit.”

II. The Great Shepherd’s ______________________
Psalm 23:1 “The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.”

Isiah 53:6 “All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned—every one—to his own way; 
and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all.”

Hebrews 13:20 “Now may the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, 
the great shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant”

     A. The ________________________ of the Shepherd

Psalm 23:2-3a “He makes me lie down in green pastures. He leads me beside still waters. 3 He 
restores my soul.”

John 6:35 “Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life; whoever comes to me shall not hunger, 
and whoever believes in me shall never thirst.”

2 Corinthians 4:16 “So we do not lose heart. Though our outer self is wasting away, our inner self 
is being renewed day by day.”

2 Peter 1:3 “His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, 
through the knowledge of him who called us to his own glory and
excellence”

     B. The _______________________ of the Shepherd
Psalm 23:3b “He leads me in paths of righteousness for his name’s sake.”

     C. The _______________________ of the Shepherd
Psalms 23:4 “Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, 
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.”

Hebrews 13:5b “for he has said,  “I will never leave you nor forsake you.” 6  So we can 
confidently say, “The Lord is my helper; I will not fear; what can man do to me?”

Psalm 23:5-6 “You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you anoint my 
head with oil; my cup overflows. 6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my 
life, and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord forever.”

2 Samual 17:28-29 “brought beds, basins, and earthen vessels, wheat, barley, flour, parched 
grain, beans and lentils, 29 honey and curds and sheep and cheese from the herd, for David 
and the people with him to eat, for they said, ‘The people are hungry and weary and thirsty in 
the wilderness.’”

Philippians 4:19 “And my God will supply every need of yours according to his riches in glory in 
Christ Jesus”

III. The Chief Shepherd’s _____________________ 

     A. The ____________________ of the Shepherd
Psalm 24:7-10 “Lift up your heads, O gates! And be lifted up, O ancient doors, that the King of 
glory may come in. 8 Who is this King of glory? The Lord, strong and mighty, the Lord, mighty in 
battle!” Lift up your heads, O gates! And lift them up, O ancient doors, that the King of glory 
may come in. 10 Who is this King of glory? The Lord of hosts, he is the King of glory!”

1 Peter 5:4 “And when the chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading crown of 
glory.”

     B. The ___________________ of the Shepherd

Hebrews 2:9 “But we see him who for a little while was made lower than the angels, namely 
Jesus, crowned with glory and honor because of the suffering of death, so that by the grace 
of God he might taste death for everyone.”

Psalm 24:3-5 “Who shall ascend the hill of the Lord? And who shall stand in his holy place? 4 He 
who has clean hands and a pure heart, who does not lift up his soul to what is false and does 
not swear deceitfully. 5 He will receive blessing from the Lord and righteousness from the God 
of his salvation.”
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I. GETTING TO KNOW YOU

• Share with the group how God revealed Himself to you at church this past week 
and in your reading of the Psalms.

• In “Taking It Home” last week…

     - You were asked about “meditating” on God’s Word. Did you spend some time
       considering that?

 - How can meditating on God’s Word help you to develop delight in His Word?

 - How can meditating on God’s Word not only help to prepare you for prayer, but
                  also help you while you are praying?

     - You were asked to consider “one practical thing you can do to install a
       procedure for meditation on God’s Word in your life. What is “one practical
       thing” that was revealed to you over this past week?

II. DIGGING DEEPER
Last week, we focused on one psalm. This week we will take a look at three psalms in 
succession that are different in style and structure. While many of us are familiar with Psalm 23, 
we may not be as familiar with Psalms 22 and 24. Each of these psalms has been attributed to 
David. Not only are they rich in content and depth, but they also help us to better understand 
the nature and character of God. It is important that we not only pay attention to the content, 
but to the structure of what David is saying as he cries out to the Lord in prayer. NOTE: You may 
not have time to study all three psalms. As a group, decide where you want to focus your time 
and attention then read the psalm slowly and, possibly, more than once. Then take some time 
to share your reflections of the psalm as you look at the questions below. Or, divide your group 
into 3 smaller groups and assign one psalm to each to study and come back together to 
discuss them all together.

Discuss the following: Read the particular Psalm together as a group as you discuss 
it - OBSERVATION & DISCUSSION

• Psalm 22: “Many Christian readers have found in it a description of the sufferings 
of Jesus...as if the primary function of the psalm was to foretell the work of the 
Savior” (note from ESV Study Bible).

     - As with Psalm 1 (and many other psalms), this psalm is filled with contrasts.
       Discuss the contrasts in verses 1-5, 6-11, and 12-21 (look for the “yet” or “but” in
       each chunk that begins the contrast).

  - How can you relate to these contrasts in your life?

 - What brings about the “yet” or “but” for David and for us as followers of 
                  Christ   
• To see the connection between this psalm and Christ’s suffering, review Matthew 
27:32-46.

     - Where do you see the direct connections in Matthew?

     - How does this psalm better help us to understand Christ’s suffering on the cross?

• Finally, in putting all of this together, focus on vv. 22-31.

     - What is the conclusion to this psalm saying?

     - How does this specifically encourage you today?

• Psalm 23: “This hymn is usually classified as a psalm of confidence in the Lord’s 
care. It uses two images: the Lord as Shepherd...and the Lord as Host” (note from 
ESV Study Bible).

     - In vv. 1-4, we see the Lord as the Shepherd who cares for his sheep.

 - What about the Shepherd shows His care and concern?

 - What insights do these verses give you into the nature and character of God?

 - How does that insight directly affect your personal view and trust in God?
        

     - In vv. 5-6, we see the Lord as a Host who cares for his guest.

 - What is being “prepared” for the guests?

 - What are the circumstances?

 - Again, what insights do these verses give you into the nature and character of 
                  God?
         
 - Again, how does that insight directly affect your personal view and trust in God?

• Psalm 24: “The psalm asserts the astounding idea that the God who created and 
owns everything is the very same God into whose presence the faithful worshiper 
enters…” (note from ESV Study Bible).

     - In vv. 1-2, there is a reminder that the Lord is the Creator and Owner of
      all.
 - What took place “In the beginning…” that is used as a reminder throughout 
                   Scripture?
             
 - Where are other places in Scripture that this reminder is made?

 - What is the purpose of the repeated reminder?

• In vv. 3-6, we see who receives blessings from the Lord.

     - Who receives blessings and what blessings will be received?

     - How should this impact our daily walk with the Lord?

• In vv. 7-10, we see what appears to be a call and response in worship.

     - The question “Who is this King of glory” is repeated. According to the verses,
      “Who is this King of glory”?

     - Based on your knowledge, experience, and actions, how would you answer the
       very same question - “Who is this King of glory”?

     - If someone would answer the question, “who is this King of glory?” based solely
       on observing your everyday life, how would they answer?

III. TAKING IT HOME

• How can you come to understand Jesus Christ more this week and gain a greater 
understanding of His suffering on your behalf?

• How can you apply the concept of being a caring shepherd to your life and/or 
being a host to others this week?

• Throughout your daily life, look for the ways that God reminds you that He is the 
Creator and Owner of all things.
    
     - What effect do these daily reminders have on you and how you interact with
       God and others?
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