
Esther 1:4-5 “while he showed the riches of his royal glory and the splendor and 
pomp of his greatness for many days, 180 days.  And when these days were 
completed, the king gave for all the people present in Susa the citadel, both great 
and small, a feast lasting for seven days in the court of  the garden of the king's 
palace.”

Esther 1:8-11 “And drinking was according to this edict: ‘There is no compulsion.’ 
…On the seventh day,  when the heart of the king was merry with wine, he 
commanded… the seven eunuchs who served in the presence of King Ahasuerus, 
to bring Queen Vashti before the king with her royal crown,  in order to show the 
peoples and the princes her beauty, for she was lovely to look at.”

Esther 1:18 “This very day the noble women of Persia and Media who have heard of 
the queen's behavior will say the same to all the king's officials, and there will be 
contempt and wrath in plenty.”

Esther 2:2-4 “Then the king's young men who attended him said, ‘Let beautiful 
young virgins be sought out for the king… And let the young woman who pleases 
the king be queen instead of Vashti.’ This pleased the king, and he did so.”

Esther 2:7 “He was bringing up Hadassah, that is Esther, the daughter of his uncle, for 
she had neither father nor mother. The young woman had a beautiful figure and 
was lovely to look at, and when her father and her mother died, Mordecai took her 
as his own daughter.”

Esther 3:1-3 “After these things King Ahasuerus promoted Haman the Agagite, the 
son of Hammedatha, and advanced him and set his throne above all the officials 
who were with him. And all the king's servants who were at the king's gate bowed 
down and paid homage to Haman, for the king had so commanded concerning 
him. But Mordecai did not bow down or pay homage. Then the king's servants who 
were  at the king's gate said to Mordecai, ‘Why do you transgress  the king's 
command?’”

Esther 4:11 “All the king's servants and the people of the king's provinces know that 
if any man or woman goes to the king inside the inner court without being called, 
there is but one law—to be put to death, except the one to whom the king holds 
out the golden scepter so that he may live. But as for me, I have not been called to 
come in to the king these thirty days.”

Esther 4:13-14 “Then Mordecai told them to reply to Esther, ‘Do not think to yourself 
that in the king's palace you will escape any more than all the other Jews. For if you 
keep silent at this time, relief and deliverance will rise for the Jews from another 
place, but you and your father's house will perish. And who knows whether you 
have not come to the kingdom for such a time as this?’”

Esther 4:15-16 “Then Esther told them to reply to Mordecai, ‘Go, gather all the 
Jews to be found in Susa, and hold a fast on my behalf, and do not eat or drink 
for three days, night or day. I and my young women will also fast as you do. Then 
I will go to the king, though it is against the law, and if I perish, I perish.’”

Esther 7:8b “as Haman was falling on the couch where Esther was. And the king 
said, ‘Will he even assault the queen in my presence, in my own house?’”

Esther 7:9b-10 “And the king said, ‘Hang him on that.’ So they hanged Haman 
on the gallows that he had prepared for Mordecai. Then the wrath of the king 
abated.”

1. Esther Saw How God Worked through Her -

 Right Where She __________________________

2. Esther Saw How God Worked through Her  -

 Even When She Couldn’t ___________________________ 

3. Esther Saw How God Worked through Her -

 to Point People to __________________________________________
     

Esther 4:13-14 “Then Mordecai told them to reply to Esther, ‘Do not think to 
yourself that in the king's palace you will escape any more than all the other 
Jews. For if you keep silent at this time, relief and deliverance will rise for the Jews 
from another place, but you and your father's house will perish. And who knows 
whether you have not come to the kingdom for such a time as this?’”

“He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep to gain what he cannot lose.” 
(Jim Elliott)

4. Esther Saw How God Worked through Her -

 at Just the Right __________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________
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GETTING TO KNOW YOU:
     
     • Share with the group one way God revealed Himself to you at church
          this past week. 

     • Share one high and one low from your past week?

INTRODUCTION:

One evident theme throughout the book of Esther is God’s faithfulness 
to his people. Throughout the book, God orchestrates key events that 
preserve his covenant people, Israel, even though God’s name is never 
mentioned. The major crisis facing Israel was the hostile actions of 
Haman, a Persian official, who “sought to eradicate the Jewish 
minority” (ESV Study Bible). Nevertheless, God prepared Esther “for such 
a time as this” (4:14). The book serves as a reminder to both celebrate 
God’s faithfulness and Israel’s survival. The key characters in the book 
are Esther and her cousin Mordecai.

DIGGING DEEPER:

     • Why do you think the author of Esther wrote the book even though 
        it never mentions God name?

        o How would you summarize the purpose of the book of Esther in
           your own words?

     • What feelings did you have when reading Esther? 

     • Summarize and discuss the major events and characters of
        this narrative. 

        o What did you learn about the king, Haman, Esther, and Mordecai 
            throughout the book? 

     • Discuss the significance of the conflict or high point in the passage 
        (3:8 - 4:6)? 

     • Discuss the major surprise or pivot in the book (5:1-2)?   

     • Describe the various lessons that are learned throughout the narrative. 

        o For example, see Esther’s first reaction to the king’s command in 
           4:10-14, compared to her willingness to approach the king in 
           5:1-3, and her request in 7:1-6. 

     • Describe and discuss the major points of the book
        (4:1-3, 14; 7:1-6)? 

APPLYING THE PASSAGE TO YOUR LIFE/TAKING IT HOME:

     • How does this passage challenge your understanding about 
        God’s character and how he treats his covenant people?  

     • How does the book of Esther challenge any of your attitudes or 
        behaviors about God’s people today?

     Note:  *Some of these questions were taken or adapted from David Helms 
                  book, “One to One Bible Reading,” pages 86-87.
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