
I. The Ark Represents ______________________________

2 Samuel 6:2 “And David arose and went with all the people who were with 
him from Baale-judah to bring up from there the ark of God, which is called 
by the name of the Lord of hosts who sits enthroned on the cherubim.”

Psalm 27:4 “One thing have I asked of the Lord, that will I seek after: that I 
may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life, to gaze upon the 
beauty of the Lord and to inquire in his temple.”

II. The Ark Reveals the ____________________

2 Samuel 6:3-5 “And they carried the ark of God  on a new cart and 
brought it out of the house of Abinadab, which was on the hill. And Uzzah 
and Ahio, the sons of Abinadab, were driving the new cart, with the ark of 
God, and Ahio went before the ark. And David and all the house of Israel 
were celebrating before the  Lord, with  songs  and lyres and harps and 
tambourines and castanets and cymbals.”

2 Samuel 6:6-7 “And when they came to the threshing floor of  Nacon, 
Uzzah put out his hand to the ark of God and took hold of it, for the oxen 
stumbled. And the anger of the Lord was kindled against Uzzah, and God 
struck him down there because of his error, and he died there beside the 
ark of God.”

2 Samuel 6:8a “And David was angry because the Lord had broken out 
against Uzzah.”

     A. There is a ______________ between Sinful Humanity and Holy God

     B. Uzzah Displays our Typical Attempts to Bridge the Chasm

        through our Own ___________________________ 

     C. God Awakens His People to the Reality of

         our own _______________________________

III. The Ark Displays the _____________________________

     A. David Sees the _________________________

2 Samuel 6:9 “And David was afraid of the Lord that day, and he said, 
‘How can the ark of the Lord come to me?’”

     B. David Sees the ___________________________ of God

2 Samuel 6:11 “And the ark of the  Lord  remained in the house of 
Obed-edom the Gittite three months,  and the  Lord  blessed 
Obed-edom and all his household.”

2 Samuel 6:12-13 “And it was told King David, ‘The Lord has blessed the 
household of Obed-edom and all that belongs to him, because of the 
ark of God.’ So David went and brought up the ark of God from the 
house of Obed-edom  to the city of David with rejoicing.  And when 
those who bore the ark of the Lord had gone six steps, he sacrificed an 
ox and a fattened animal.”

         1. David Understands the Importance of _________________________

         2. David Understands the Need for ___________________________

     C. David Finds ________________ in the Presence and Grace of God

2 Samuel 6:14 “And David danced before the Lord with all his might. 
And David was wearing a linen ephod.”

2 Samuel 6:15-16 “So David and all the house of Israel brought up the 
ark of the Lord with shouting and with the sound of the horn. As the ark 
of the Lord came into the city of David, Michal the daughter of Saul 
looked out of the window and saw King David leaping and dancing 
before the Lord, and she despised him in her heart.”
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GETTING TO KNOW YOU:
     • Share with the group one way God revealed Himself to you at church
        this past week. 

     • Share an experience when you were so caught up in the moment, that 
        you completely lost track of time, circumstances, etc

INTRODUCTION:
As we have been reading through the Old Testament, we are following stories 
of a nation and stories of individuals. For our study this week, we are looking at 
the character development of David during his rise to kingship. We know that 
eventually the privilege of his position will lead to a colossal failure (Bathsheba), 
but during his formative years, there are lessons to be learned.

As you read through today’s scriptures and questions, ask God to give you the 
clarity and perspective to interpret your situation and the challenges you may 
be facing from a kingdom viewpoint.    

CONSIDER STARTING WITH THIS SONG:
“Undignified” by David Crowder Band) - https://youtu.be/hp7B5V-qpTQ

DIGGING DEEPER:
Read 1 Samuel 16:7-13 – “Unexpected and Unearned” 
     1. “Man looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart.” 
         Why, then, do we get so caught up in our outward appearance?

     2. Everyone thought Jesse’s oldest son would be chosen; he was the oldest 
         after all, but also must have been tall and handsome (remember, those 
         were also Saul’s “qualifications”). How often do you assume to know how 
         things will play out, when often the Lord may have something completely 
         different in store?

     3. David was the youngest and the least in status, so much so that he was not 
         even present at the presentation of Jesse’s sons.  His anointing was 
         unexpected and unearned – it was a gift. Tell of a time when you were 
         surprised by the Lord’s unexpected favor.

Read 1 Samuel 17:32-37 – “God Prepares Us”
     4. We have established David as the youngest, and apparently his chores 
         were to tend the sheep. Share stories of your childhood chores, especially 
         the ones you disliked the most.

         a. How did any of those hated chores develop character in you? 

         b. Have you seen the long-term benefits of those experiences?

     5. David had previously killed a lion and a bear. Facing Goliath didn’t scare 
         him, even though the best fighting men of Israel were quaking in their 
         boots! Share examples of how God has used you in a powerful way as a 
         result of how He has uniquely gifted you.

Read 1 Samuel 22:1-2 – “Waiting on the Lord”
     6. At this point, it had been a long time since David had been anointed by 
         Samuel. He has since killed Goliath and proven his courage. He had 
         repeatedly demonstrated his loyalty to Saul, even though Saul wanted 
         to kill David. Share experiences when God has given you a vision and a 
         calling, but nothing seems to be moving in that direction.

     7. David was encouraged by his men to kill Saul when he had the chance. 
         In 1 Samuel 24, the king was “relieving himself” in a cave and David could 
         have easily killed him. Two chapters later David snuck into the king’s 
         camp while he was asleep. Share experiences when you’ve felt peer 
         pressure to “get even” or “get what you deserved” but you restrained 
         yourself because of your faith.

Read 2 Samuel 2:1-4 – “Preparation Precedes Position”
     8. At long last, David is publicly anointed as king, albeit only over the tribe 
         of Judah. Discuss how David’s prior experiences in leadership and 
         warfare prepared him for this position.

     9. The war between the house of Saul and the house of David lasted a long 
         time (2 Samuel 3:1). The nation of Israel was in total disarray, yet David   
         has learned patience and diplomacy; he doesn’t force his way to the 
         top. Share a time when you found yourself in the role of peacemaker. 
         (Matthew 5:9)

         a. What character qualities led you to be in that position? 

         b. How were those character qualities developed in you?

Read 2 Samuel 5:1-5 – “Listen to the Lord”
     10. Finally, David is lifted up as king over all Israel…but he is still listening to 
           the Lord. Discuss the difference in the warfare tactics displayed in these   
           two accounts: 2 Samuel 5:19 & 2 Samuel 5:23.

     11. Whether you are a king or working at an entry-level job, do you “inquire 
           of the Lord” for very specific, even tactical strategies about how to do 
           your job…or how to lead your family?

APPLYING THE PASSAGE TO YOUR LIFE/TAKING IT HOME:
Read 1 Samuel 16:7-13 – “Unexpected and Unearned” 
     12. What gets in the way of your worship of God with your whole being?

     13. If the king can dance in the streets in his underwear, we should be able 
           to worship in a manner that is “undignified” (verse 22). What might that 
           look like for you? (Please refrain from dancing in your underwear in your 
           community group!)

     14. Revelation 3:15 warns about being lukewarm. Has your worship been 
           tempered by trying to put on the proper appearance before others? 

           a. How can you change that?
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