
I.Marriage Defined/Background
     A. Marriage is God’s _________________________

     B. Marriage is Marked by _____________________

Deuteronomy 6:4 “Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one.”

Ephesians 5:31 “Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and hold fast to his wife, and the 
two shall become one flesh.”

Matthew 19:6 “So they are no longer two but one flesh. What therefore God has joined together, let 
not man separate.”

Malachi 2:15 “Did he not make them one, with a portion of the Spirit in their union?”

     C. Marriage as a __________________________ 
Proverbs 2:17 “who forsakes the companion of her youth and forgets the covenant of her God.”

Malachi 2:14b “…she is your companion and your wife by covenant.”

II.Circumstances that Constitute the Legitimate Ending of a Marriage
     A. ____________________________
Romans 7:2 “For a married woman is bound by law to her husband while he lives, but if her husband 
dies she is released from the law of marriage.”

     B. ____________________________
Deuteronomy 22:22 “If a man is found lying with the wife of another man, both of them shall die, the 
man who lay with the woman, and the woman. So you shall purge the evil from Israel.”

Matthew 5:32 “But I say to you that everyone who divorces his wife, except on the ground of sexual 
immorality, makes her commit adultery, and whoever marries a divorced woman commits adultery.”

     C. If a Non-Christian Leaves You
1 Corinthians 7:15 “But if the unbelieving partner separates, let it be so. In such cases the brother or 
sister is not enslaved. God has called you to peace.”
        

          1. What if I’m Married to an Unbeliever?

           2. What if Two Non-Christians get Married and One Later Becomes a
               Christian?
 
1 Peter 3:1-2 “Likewise, wives, be subject to your own husbands, so that even if some do not obey the 
word,  they may be won without a word by the conduct of their wives, 2   when they see your 
respectful and pure conduct.”

1 Corinthians 7:12-16 “To the rest I say  (I, not the Lord) that if any brother has a wife who is an 
unbeliever, and she consents to live with him, he should not divorce her.   13   If any woman has a 
husband who is an unbeliever, and he consents to live with her, she should not divorce him.  14  For 
the unbelieving husband is made holy because of his wife, and the unbelieving wife is made holy 
because of her husband. Otherwise your children would be unclean, but as it is, they are holy.  15  But 
if the unbelieving partner separates, let it be so. In such cases the brother or sister is not enslaved. 
God has called you to peace.  16  For how do you know, wife, whether you will save your husband? 
Or how do you know, husband, whether you will save your wife?”
    
      D. Other Forms of __________________________

Matthew 5:32a “But I say to you that everyone who divorces his wife, except on the ground of sexual 
immorality…”

Matthew 19:9 “And I say to you: whoever divorces his wife, except for sexual immorality, and marries 
another, commits adultery.”

     E. ______________________________
Matthew 19:7-8 They said to him,  “Why then did Moses command one to give a certificate of 
divorce and to send her away?”  8 He said to them,  “Because of your  hardness of heart Moses 
allowed you to divorce your wives, but from the beginning it was not so.

III.Questions about Remarriage

     A. God’s General Prescription for Marriage: Stay Together, Seek
          Reconciliation and Don’t Get a Divorce
1 Corinthians 7:10-11 “   To the married I give this charge (not I, but the Lord): the wife should not 
separate from her husband  11  (but if she does, she should remain unmarried or else be reconciled to 
her husband), and the husband should not divorce his wife.”

Mark 10:11-12 “And he said to them,  ‘Whoever divorces his wife and marries another commits 
adultery against her,   12   and  if she divorces her husband and marries another, she commits 
adultery.’”

Romans 7:3 “Accordingly,  she will be called an adulteress if she lives with another man while her 
husband is alive. But if her husband dies, she is free from that law, and if she marries another man she 
is not an adulteress.”

     B. General Questions

          1. What About in Cases of Abuse?    
          2. Do I have to Take My Spouse back after they Committed 
     Adultery?
          3. Should I Remarry after my Spouse Dies?          
          4. Should I Remarry after Divorcing an Adulterer?          
          5. Should I Remarry if I Committed Adultery and Filed for

     Divorce?
Matthew 19:9 “And I say to you: whoever divorces his wife, except for sexual immorality, and marries 
another, commits adultery.”

Mark 10:11-12 “And he said to them,  ‘Whoever divorces his wife and marries another commits 
adultery against her,  12 and if she divorces her husband and marries another, she commits adultery.’”

Luke 16:18 “Everyone who divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery, and he who 
marries a woman divorced from her husband commits adultery.”

          6. Should I Remarry if I Divorce My Spouse because we were

     Incompatible?
1 Corinthians 7:10 “To the married I give this charge (not I, but the Lord): the wife should not separate 
from her husband.”

          7. What If I wasn’t a Christian and my Spouse wasn’t a Christian and
               we got Divorced. Later I meet Jesus, and become a Christian. Can
               I get Remarried?

Notes: __________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
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I. GETTING TO KNOW YOU     

• Share with the group how God revealed Himself to you at church this past week.

• Tell about something you had to change when you became a Christian.
     - Why did you need to change?
     - Explain the affects on you and others did that change have?

• We all have things we like to do in our “down time” (watching movies, catching 
up on a TV show, surfing social media, hanging out with friends, etc.). How has our 
culture influenced you and the things you do?

II. DIGGING DEEPER
Chapter 7 begins the portion of the book where Paul answers specific questions the 
Corinthian church had included in their letter to him. Chapter 7 is often seen as 
Paul’s opinion of marriage vs. singleness, but it’s really in response to the Corinthian 
Christian’s questions about celibacy and spirituality. Corinth was a place that held 
marriage in low regard. Divorce was acceptable and common, as was sexual 
immorality on all levels (adultery, homosexuality, polygamy, prostitution, etc.). In 
connection with this, the culture also taught that the body was unimportant, as the 
body was separate from the spirit. Because of this belief, it didn’t matter what 
someone did to the body, so everything was permissible. It’s possible this led some 
of the Corinthian Christians to take an opposing stance to the accepted 
culture—one that denied all desires of the body, specifically as it related to sex and
marriage—causing them to pursue celibacy and divorce in pursuit of spirituality. As 
you read & discuss I Corinthians 7, ask God to help you live a life that honors Him 
spiritually and physically.

Discuss the following: 
Read 1 Corinthians 7:1 - 8 aloud in your group

OBSERVATION & DISCUSSION

• How does Paul connect the purpose of marriage with the avoidance of sexual 
temptation?
     - How does this connection relate to his instructions regarding sexual immorality
       in chapters 5 & 6?
     - Read Ephesians 5:21-33 and Colossians 3:18-19 (also written by Paul). What do
       these passages tell you about Paul’s view of marriage?
     - What specific words, phrases, or ideas challenge you as a husband or wife in
       any/all of these passages?

• The sexual relationship between a husband and wife is an important aspect of 
their relationship. How does it affect the individual, as well as the couple, if it is 
withheld?

     - The New King James Version translates verse 3, “Let the husband render to his
       wife the affection due her, and likewise also the wife to her husband.” How does
       this translation from “conjugal rights” (ESV) to “affection” change the tone of this
       passage?
     - How does this tone change promote the idea of “mutuality in marriage?”

Although Paul doesn’t talk about his marital status in any of the books he wrote, it is 
assumed he was married at some point. As a member of the Sanhedrin, it was 
required for him to be married. Additionally, as a devout Jew, it would have been 
his duty to marry. In fact, as a Jewish man, not marrying would have been 
considered a sin worthy of exclusion from heaven. What is clear, is that Paul is not 
married at the point of writing 1 Corinthians.

• Read verses 17-31. Multiple times Paul makes the point, that no matter your 
circumstances, “remain” where you are. Do you think the church elevates 
marriage, or pressures singles to become married?
     - Do you think this is a church issue or a cultural issue?

• Discuss what does Paul see as the benefits of remaining single?
     - Do you know anyone who has a more effective ministry because they are single
       than they might if they were married? Explain.

• Read Philippians 4:11. How does this challenge you in your marriage or 
   singleness?

Verses 32 - 35 talk about the “anxieties” of worldly things.

• In our current culture, does singleness or marriage seem to promote less or more 
distraction?
     - Do you see a greater difference between the two, or have we allowed busyness
       and the cares of the world to seep into both? Explain your answer.

• This passage is often seen as Paul’s affirmation of singleness. Throughout chapter
   7, discuss how does Paul affirm both states as beneficial and important?
     - Describe the essence of Paul’s instructions within this chapter in 7 words or less.

III. TAKING IT HOME

• Regardless of your marital status, God has a purpose for you. There’s nothing to
   wait for.
     - What specific opportunities can you take hold of this week to serve God?

• If you are married, how can you show honor to those who are single?

• If you are single, how can you honor those who are married?

• What circumstance is God asking you to “remain” in?
     - What might God be teaching you during this time of “remaining?”

Notes:_________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________
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