
1 Corinthians 6:18-20 “Flee from sexual immorality. Every other sin a person commits 
is outside the body, but the sexually immoral person sins against his own body. 19 Or 
do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you 
have from God? You are not your own, 20 for you were bought with a price. So glorify 
God in your body.”

I. There are Certain Things Christians Just Need to __________________
1 Corinthians 3:16 “Do you not know that you are God’s temple and that God’s 
Spirit dwells in you?”

     A. Don’t Abuse the _____________________ of God

1 Corinthians 6:12a “’All things are lawful for me,’ but not all things are helpful.”

Galatians 6:7 “Do not be deceived: God is not mocked, for whatever one sows, 
that will he also reap.”

     B. The Body is for the ______________________ and the Lord is for 
         
         the __________________________

1 Corinthians 6:13b “The body is not meant for sexual immorality, but for the Lord, 
and the Lord for the body.”

          1. Your Body is for the Lord

1 Corinthians 6:20 “for you were bought with a price. So glorify God in your body.”

          2. The Lord is for the Body

1 Corinthians 6:19 “Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit 
within you, whom you have from God? You are not your own.”

          3. God will ___________________ Our Bodies

1 Corinthians 6:14 “And God raised the Lord and will also raise us up by his power.”

Old Slogan: “Food is meant for the stomach and the stomach for
                       food.”

New Slogan: “The body is for the Lord and the Lord is for the body.”

II. How do we Tame Temptation?

     A. Declare ________________________ against the Flesh

- Romans 8:11-14

     B. Don’t Fall _______________________ on the Job

Matthew 11:12 “From the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven 
has suffered violence, and the violent take it by force.”

Matthew 5:30 “And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away. 
For it is better that you lose one of your members than that your whole body go into 
hell.”

     C. Use the Bible’s Weapon of Choice for Sexual Immorality – 

           ________________________ !!!!!

1 Corinthians 6:18 “Flee from sexual immorality. Every other sin a person commits is 
outside the body, but the sexually immoral person sins against his own body.”

Proverbs 5:8 “Keep your way far from her, and do not go near the door of her 
house.”

Genesis 39:12 “she caught him by his garment, saying, ‘Lie with me.’ But he left his 
garment in her hand and fled and got out of the house.”

     D. Know the _________________________ of Your Actions

1 Corinthians 6:18b “…the sexually immoral person sins against his own body.”

2 Samuel 11:27b “But the thing that David had done displeased the Lord.”

- 2 Samuel 12: 10-12

     E. Remember Your New Identity

          1. You Are God’s __________________________

2 Corinthians 6:16a “What agreement has the temple of God with idols? For we are 
the temple of the living God…”

          2. You Are Filled with the Holy Spirit

John 20:22 “And when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, 
‘Receive the Holy Spirit.’”

Acts 1:8a “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and 
you will be my witnesses.”

Romans 8:9 “You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of 
God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong 
to him.”

     F. Do NOT Be _________________________ 

     G. Be ________________________________ in the Grace of God 

1 Corinthians 6:11 “And such were some of you. But you were washed, you were
sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of
our God.”
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I. GETTING TO KNOW YOU

     • Share with the group how God revealed Himself to you at church this past 
        week. 
     
     • Families have different ways of solving disputes and differences that arise.
        There’s no doubt that we will have differences so the issue becomes what do
        we do with them?

          - Discuss how your family handled this when you were growing up or how you
            currently handle disputes and differences with family.
          
          - What are some constructive ways you have found to “make peace” when 
            these situations occur?

II. DIGGING DEEPER

God’s Word doesn’t skip over the difficult topics. Here in chapters 5 and 6 we see 
three tough topics rise to the top as Paul addresses a thriving church with its share 
of unhealthy problems. He first tackles the issue of spiritual pride in chapter 5. This 
pride tries to cover up or sidestep the unpleasant and difficult issues, including 
sexual sin. Pride tries to maintain a gloss of normality while sweeping the 
inconvenient truth under the rug. Then he digs deeper into the issue in chapter 6 by 
speaking to conflict resolution and who we are accountable to ultimately in the 
conduct of our personal lives. Both of these points address the underlying confusion 
in the Corinthian church about who we are as a church. These issues touch on the 
two fundamental relationships we attend: our relationship to each other and our 
relationship to God. As you read & discuss I Corinthians 5 & 6, as God to reveal any 
areas of pride and/or conflict that needs to be properly address and resolved.

Discuss the following: Read 1 Corinthians 5 aloud in your group

Observation & Discussion - 1 Corinthians 5

Spiritual pride tries to cover up or sidestep the unpleasant and difficult issues, 
including sexual sin. Pride tries to maintain a gloss of normality.

     • Discuss the reaction of the Corinthian church to sexual sin.

     • What had they done so far in terms of internal church discipline?

          - How did Paul compare their reaction to how the world would
            have reacted to that situation?
     • What is Paul asking them to do to complete the process?

     • How was their reaction (or lack of action) evidence of spiritual pride?

Application - 1 Corinthians 5

     • What are some ways that we can apply Paul’s principles in our personal and
         corporate (church) lives?

          - How do we sometimes sweep these issues under the rug?

          - What is the danger when this happens?

     • What was the practice of “shunning” (used in some religious groups) and how
        has it been taken out of context from what  Paul meant in his instructions to the
        Corinthians?

          - How can you be sure you are expressing the love of Christ even in
            fulfilling Paul’s instructions?

     • Exactly when are we expected to disassociate ourselves from those committing
        sin and who are we to disassociate from? Spoiler alert: The Protestant church
        has grappled with this issue for some 500 years with mixed results.   
          - Discuss how you have seen this done well and not-so well in
            the church

          - What have you learned in the way of personal application as
            a result of those observations?

Observation & Discussion - I Corinthians 6
Conflict resolution and remembering who we are ultimately accountable to need 
to govern us in how we conduct our personal lives.
     • How were some of the Corinthian believers resolving conflict?

     • What was the essential problem that Paul points out with regard to their 
        approach to conflict resolution?

     • Can you think of an example where Christians followed Paul’s advice?

          - What was the result of their obedience?

     • How good are you at conflict resolution (in a Biblical manner)?

     • How can these principles be applied today?

     • For more resources on conflict resolution see:
          - http://peacemaker.net/resolving-everyday- conflict-new/?
          - http://www.smallgroups.com/articles/2016/how-to-be-peacemaker.html

Application - I Corinthians 6

     • How does inappropriate conflict resolution reflect poorly on God?
          - Why does it make Him look bad to onlookers?
     • How can we make Him look good in the world’s eyes?

          - What actions/choices in conflict resolution will make observers want
             to ask about God in our lives?
          - What is another passage of scripture that helps affirm this point?

     • How does failure in our personal moral behavior reflect a failure to fear
        and love God?

     • How is this proof that we don’t acknowledge His ownership?

III. TAKING IT HOME

     • What steps can I take today to model and teach biblical conflict resolution in
        my home and work environments?

     • How is my life a demonstration of God’s ownership and Lordship?

          - How does this contribute to bringing the Kingdom of God into my present
            world (home, work, social)?
     • How can this lend itself to discussions about God’s purposes and plan when I’m
       at home or work, without preaching a sermon?
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