
1 Peter 2:5 “   you yourselves like living stones are being built up as a spiritual house, to be a 
holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.”

1 Peter 1:1-2 “Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who are elect exiles of the Dispersion 
in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, according to the foreknowledge of God 
the Father, in the sanctification of the Spirit, for obedience to Jesus Christ and for sprinkling with 
his blood: May grace and peace be multiplied to you.”

I. The way God is building you

     A. Through a new identity

          1. Elect ____________________________

     B. Through being ____________________________
1 Peter 1:3 “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great 
mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the dead.”

          1. By God’s Mercy

          2. To a New and Living Hope

     C. Through a new reference point

1 Peter 1:4-5 “to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven 
for you, who by God’s power are being guarded through faith for a salvation  ready to be 
revealed in the last time.”

     D. Through the lens of the ___________________ and the ________________

         1. Sadness turned to joy

         2. Where he thought God was least in control, he discovered God
             was most in control

     E. Through ________________________ in the pain

1 Peter 1:6 “In this you rejoice, though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been 
grieved by various trials.”

          1. Rejoicing and _______________________

               a. Both intense verbs

               b. Both present tense verbs

          2. Walking with Jesus is often simultaneously great joy and deep pain

1 Peter 1:7a “so that  the tested genuineness of your faith—more precious than gold that 
perishes though it is tested by fire…”

     F. Through ____________________ your Faith

          1. It reveals areas where we don’t really ______________________ God

          2. It reveals how we often love God’s ___________________ more than  
             God himself

1 Peter 1:7 “so that  the tested genuineness of your faith—more precious than gold that 
perishes though it is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the 
revelation of Jesus Christ.”

1 Peter 1:8 “Though you have not seen him, you love him. Though you do not now see him, you 
believe in him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory”

     G. Through complete transformation

           1. By the power of the ________________________

1 Peter 1:3b “through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.”

          2. And the Glory of the ________________________

1 Peter 1:10-12 “Concerning this salvation, the prophets who prophesied about the grace that 
was to be yours searched and inquired carefully, 11 inquiring what person or time the Spirit of 
Christ in them was indicating when he predicted the sufferings of Christ and the subsequent 
glories. It was revealed to them that they were serving not themselves but you, in the things 
that have now been announced to you through those who preached the good news to you 
by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven, things into which angels long to look.”
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GETTING TO KNOW YOU

• What did God teach you during your worship time with Him this week?

• Tell about a time where you moved and your experiences in becoming a 
part of the new community?

     - Tell about the transition into a new church community (if applicable)?

     - Did a new church community help your overall adjustments? 

INTRODUCTION

“This letter is addressed to “aliens, scattered” or literally the “sojourners of the 
dispersion.”  These were Christiasns, who, like Israel of old, were scattered 
throughout the world, though the readers of this epistle were predominantly of 
Gentile rather than Jewish background.  Their situation was one of suffering and 
trial, but not because of the empire-wide ban on Christianity, since that came later.  
The sufferings referred to are those which often come to Christians as they live 
faithfully in a pagan and hostile society. Persecution took the forms of slanter, riots, 
local police action, and social ostracism.  The readers are encouraged to rejoice 
and live above such reproach.”

     - From Ryrie Study Bible, I Peter Introduction

As you begin to journey through this letter, ask God to deepen your faith and give 
you the courage to live faithfully as “aliens” in the midst of a pagan and hostile 
society.

DIGGING DEEPER/DISCUSS THE FOLLOWING

Read 1 Peter 1:1-2 

• Who is Peter writing the epistle (letter) of 1 Peter to (v1)? 

     - Why does Peter refer to the “elect” as “exiles”? 

     - Do you think of yourselves as “an exile” today? Why or why not?

• In verse two, Peter outlines specific roles of the Father, the Spirit and Jesus 
Christ. What are their roles in salvation and why is this important?

• Peter says that the “elect” are saved for “obedience to Jesus Christ” and 
“sprinkling of blood”. Why does Peter reference “sprinkling of blood”? (cf. 
Ex 24:1-8)

     - Discuss the connection between sanctification & the blood of Christ with grace
       & peace being multiplied?

Read 1 Peter 1:3-5

• Why does Peter proclaim a blessing to God the Father? (v3)

     - What do you think this says about Peter’s view of and dependence upon 
       the Father?

     - What type of “blessings” do you give God or do you just expect God to 
        bless you?

• Discuss what two things Peter states in vs. 3-4 that being born again accomplishes?
 
• How do Christians have assurance for their future salvation? 

     - How does this assurance affect your view of your current circumstances?

• What things do Peter list as being an inheritance of salvation? (v4-5) 

• What does Peter state are some of the reasons behind Christians experiencing 
suffering and persecution? 

     - What does this say about God’s character?

Read 1 Peter 1:10-12

• How do the different people and groups described in vs. 10-12 relate to the 
readers of this letter?

• Discuss the past, present and future events described in this passage. 

     - How might these events give your perspective for any current trials you may b 
       experiencing?

• To what extent should we share Peter’s excitement and joy as he describes in this 
passage? 

     - Why should we thank God for the suffering and trials that we face in our lives?

APPLICATION/TAKING IT HOME
From the verses/questions above, personalize and apply those verses to your life. 

• Spend some time this week and thank/bless God for the salvation that 
has been given through the blood of Jesus.

     - Reflect on the practical impact that makes in your daily life.

• Think about the ways that trials and suffering as you live faithfully for Christ 
has increase and strengthened your faith.  

     - Spend time thanking God for those trials and for His work in your life as a result.


