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Pastor Jason West
“All - In”
1 Kings 19:19 “So he departed from there and found Elisha the son of Shaphat, who
was plowing with twelve yoke of oxen in front of him, and he was with the twelfth.
Elijah passed by him and cast his cloak upon him.”

I. Who is Elisha?
A. ________________________
1. Possessions
2. Servants
3. Land

B. ________________________

Mark 8:34a “And calling the crowd to him with his disciples…”
James 1:27 “Religion that is pure and undefiled before God the Father is this:
to visit orphans and widows in their affliction, and to keep oneself unstained
from the world.”

B. God is Calling you to Bold ________________________
1 Kings 19:21b “‘Then he arose and went after Elijah and assisted him.’
‘On February 19, 1519 the Spanish explorer Hernan Cortes set sail for Mexico
with an entourage of 11 ships, 13 horses, 110 sailors, and 553 soldiers. the
indigenous population upon his arrival was approximately five million. From
purely mathematical standpoint, the odds were stacked against him by a
ratio of 7,541 to 1. Two previous expeditions had failed to even establish a
settlement in the New World, yet Cortes conquered much of the south
American continent. What Cortes is reported to have done after landing is an
epic tale of mythical proportions. He issues an order that turned this mission
into an all-or-nothing position: Burn the ships! As his crew watched their fleet of
ships burn and sink, the came to terms with the fact that retreat was not an
option.”

1 Kings 19:19b “Elijah passed by him and cast his cloak upon him.”
1 Kings 19:20-21a “So he departed from there and found Elisha the son of Shaphat,
who was plowing with twelve yoke of oxen in front of him, and he was with the
twelfth. Elijah passed by him and cast his cloak upon him. And he left the oxen and
ran after Elijah and said, “Let me kiss my father and my mother, and then I will follow
you.” And he said to him, “Go back again, for what have I done to you?” And he
returned from following him and took the yoke of oxen and sacrificed them and
boiled their flesh with the yokes of the oxen and gave it to the people, and they
ate.”
1 Kings 19:21b “Then he arose and went after Elijah and assisted him.”

II. Hearing God’s ________________________
A. God is Calling you to ________________________
1. Sacrifice
2. Serve
Mark 8:34 “And calling the crowd to him with his disciples, he said to them, “If
anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow
me.”

2 Kings 2:8-9 “Then Elijah took his cloak and rolled it up and struck the water,
and the water was parted to the one side and to the other, till the two of them
could go over on dry ground. When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha,
“Ask what I shall do for you, before I am taken from you.” And Elisha said,
“Please let there be a double portion of your spirit on me.”
2 Kings 2:10-11 “And he said, “You have asked a hard thing; yet, if you see me
as I am being taken from you, it shall be so for you, but if you do not see me,
it shall not be so.” And as they still went on and talked, behold, chariots of fire
and horses of fire separated the two of them. And Elijah went up by a
whirlwind into heaven.”
2 Kings 2:12-14 “And Elisha saw it and he cried, “My father, my father! The
chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” And he saw him no more. Then he took
hold of his own clothes and tore them in two pieces. And he took up the cloak
of Elijah that had fallen from him and went back and stood on the bank of the
Jordan. Then he took the cloak of Elijah that had fallen from him and struck
the water, saying, “Where is the Lord, the God of Elijah?” And when he had
struck the water, the water was parted to the one side and to the other, and
Elisha went over.”

C. God is Calling you to a________________________
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- What made the risk worth taking?
READ 2 KINGS 2:1-14

GETTING TO KNOW YOU
• Share with the group how God revealed Himself to you at church
this past week. What part of the sermon encouraged you the most?
• In your own personal Christian life, what is the most memorable
miracle or supernatural experience that you have witnessed?
- Were you able to ascribe it to God when it occurred?
- What affect did it have on you and others?
DIGGING DEEPER

This week we read about and consider the passing of God’s prophetic “baton” from
Elijah to his servant Elisha. We will see Elisha’s call, Elijah’s passing and Elisha’s first
steps as heir to his master’s position and spirit. It is interesting to note that
approximately ten years has passed since Elijah was despairing of his plight,
assuming that he alone was the believing remnant left on earth. He felt hopeless and
even called on God to allow him to die under the juniper tree. The text suggests that
he and likely with the help of Elisha had been using the decade traveling between
various schools of prophets that he founded – teaching and training groups of men
that we today would call seminary students. When we reach 2 Kings 2, it is now the
last day of Elijah’s life. He and Elisha will travel 35+ miles to do one last visit to the
schools of the prophets to say farewell, cross the Jordan river and, ultimately, see
Elijah swooped up to heaven. As you read and discuss these verses, ask God to
remind you of your own calling to His mission – and the many promises He has made
to provide, empower and always be with you to the very end – even, and especially,
in challenging times such as today.

OBSERVATION & DISCUSSION
READ 1 KINGS 19:19-21

● Based on the reading, what level of wealth and comfort is Elisha
and his family experiencing?
- How would you characterize Elisha’s response to the call?
- All things considered, why do you think he responds in this way?
● If you were in a similar position, what do you think would be your
first response to the call?
- What doubts might you have?
- What fears would you have to overcome?
● What is the biggest risk you have ever personally taken?
- Have you ever had God call you to do something that seemed
to make no earthly sense and involved real, substantial
sacrifice for you and your family?

● Why does Elijah keep trying to separate himself from Elisha?
(v2 & 6)
● What is Elisha asking for when he requests that a double
portion of his master’s spirit be upon him? (v9) and
(Deuteronomy 21:15-17)
● In verse 11 Elijah is supernaturally taken from the earth.
- Why might God have used chariots and horses of fire to
swoop
Elijah away? (v12, and see also the parallel in 2 Kings
13:14)
What do chariots and horses typically mean or personify
in the
Bible?
- Other than being a proper act of mourning in his culture,
why
also might Elisha have torn his clothes?
● In verse 14 Elisha parts the Jordan river just as Elijah had
earlier that day. What is the significance of this?
TAKING IT HOME
● To follow Christ comes with earthly cost. Read Luke
14:25-33. Think about the blessings and treasures you have
that could possibly keep you from giving your whole life to
the Savior and His mission: time, talent, safety, comfort,
reputation, possessions freedoms, etc.…which seem the
most difficult to risk? What doubts might you be carrying
about our Lord’s power and provision? Read and meditate
on Psalm 138, Philippians 1:6 and 1 Corinthians 1:7-9.
● Just as Elijah was a beloved spiritual father the Elisha, the
church needs more spiritual fathers and mothers as much
now as ever. The apostle Paul writes of this in Titus 2. Who is
your spiritual father or mother? Do you need one now? Pray!
God is faithful to help us. Is there someone in your life to
which you might be an encouraging spiritual father or
mother? Pray about this and consider inviting that person
into a deeper spiritual relationship. It can be as simple as
inviting someone to study the Word together, or both of you
joining a church Bible study.

