
I. God’s _________________________ Against the Amalekites

1 Samuel 15:1-3a “And Samuel said to Saul, ‘The Lord sent me to anoint you king over his people Israel; now 
therefore listen to the words of the Lord. Thus says the Lord of hosts, ‘I have noted what Amalek did to Israel 
in opposing them on the way when they came up out of Egypt. Now go and strike Amalek and devote to 
destruction all that they have.”

Exodus 17:8 “Then Amalek came and fought with Israel at Rephidim.”

Exodus 17:13-16 “And Joshua overwhelmed Amalek and his people with the sword. Then the Lord said to 
Moses, “Write this as a memorial in a book and recite it in the ears of Joshua, that I will utterly blot out the 
memory of Amalek from under heaven.” And Moses built an altar and called the name of it, The Lord Is My 
Banner, saying, “A hand upon the throne of the Lord! The Lord will have war with Amalek from generation 
to generation.”

     A. Don’t Spare Anyone or Anything

1 Samuel 15:3b “Do not spare them, but kill both man and woman, child and infant, ox and sheep, camel 
and donkey.”

     B. Understanding Justice

• We experience both ______________________ and _____________________ consequences of sin

 1. Individual Justice – You stand before God as an Individual

2 Corinthians 5:10 “For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may receive 
what is due for what he has done in the body, whether good or evil.”

 2. Communal Justice – In this sinful world, you are affected by the community around you

1 Samuel 15:6 “Then Saul said to  the Kenites, ‘Go, depart; go down from among the Amalekites, lest I 
destroy you with them. For you showed kindness to all the people of Israel when they came up out of Egypt.’ 
So the Kenites departed from among the Amalekites.”

II. Saul – A Picture of Disobedience

     A. Anything less than ______________________ obedience to God is disobedience

1 Samuel 15:7-9 “And Saul defeated the Amalekites from Havilah as far as Shur, which is east of Egypt. And 
he took Agag the king of the Amalekites alive and devoted to destruction all the people with the edge of 
the sword. But Saul and the people spared Agag and the best of the sheep and of the oxen and of the 
fattened calves and the lambs, and all that was good, and would not utterly destroy them. All that was 
despised and worthless they devoted to destruction.”

• Vs. 9 “But Saul and the people spared Agag and the best of the sheep…”

• Note: “Spared” in Hebrew is singular but Saul and the people are plural. In other words, Saul (singular) is 
the one giving the orders (Stong’s Hebrew 2550)

     B. The Lord ________________________ over our sin

1 Samuel 15:10-11a “The word of the Lord came to Samuel: ‘I regret that I have made Saul king, for he has 
turned back from following me and has not performed my commandments.’”

1 Samuel 15:35b “And the Lord regretted that he had made Saul king over Israel.” 

     • “I regret”; “repent” -            to regret; to be sorry; to console oneself; to comfort

1 Samuel 15:29 “And also the Glory of Israel will not lie or have regret, for he is not a
man, that he should have regret.”

1 Samuel 15:11b “And Samuel was angry, and he cried to the Lord all night.”

     C. The Pattern of Disobedience

 
 1. ____________________________

1 Samuel 15:12 “And Samuel rose early to meet Saul in the morning. And it was told Samuel, ‘Saul came to 
Carmel, and behold, he set up a monument for himself and turned and passed on and went down to 
Gilgal.’”

 2. ____________________________

1 Samuel 15:13 “And Samuel came to Saul, and Saul said to him,  ‘Blessed be you to the  Lord. I have 
performed the commandment of the Lord.’”

1 Samuel 15:14 “And Samuel said, ‘What then is this bleating of the sheep in my ears and the lowing of the 
oxen that I hear?’”

 3. ____________________________

1 Samuel 15:15a “Saul said, “They have brought them from the Amalekites,”

• “THEY brought them”

 4. ____________________________

1 Samuel 15:15b “for the people spared the best of the sheep and of the oxen to sacrifice to the Lord your 
God, and the rest we have devoted to destruction.”

1 Samuel 15:16-17 “Then Samuel said to Saul, ‘Stop! I will tell you what the Lord said to me this night.’ And he 
said to him, ‘Speak.’ And Samuel said, “Though you are little in your own eyes, are you not the head of the 
tribes of Israel? The Lord anointed you king over Israel.”

 5.  ____________________________

1 Samuel 15:18-19 “And the Lord sent you on a mission and said, ‘Go, devote to destruction the sinners, the 
Amalekites, and fight against them until they are consumed.’ Why then did you not obey the voice of the 
Lord? Why did you pounce on the spoil and do what was evil in the sight of the Lord?’”

• Note: “Pounce on the spoil” – you craved it!

1 Samuel 15:20-21 “And Saul said to Samuel, “I have obeyed the voice of the Lord. I have gone on the 
mission on which the  Lord  sent me. I have brought Agag the king of Amalek, and I have devoted the 
Amalekites to destruction. But the people took of the spoil, sheep and oxen, the best of the things devoted 
to destruction, to sacrifice to the Lord your God in Gilgal.” 

     D. God doesn’t Just Want Token Sacrifices/ Worship

1 Samuel 15:20-22 “And Samuel said, ‘Has the Lord as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in 
obeying the voice of the Lord? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to listen than the fat of rams.”

• Halfway Obedience is the same as Witchcraft in God’s Eyes

1 Samuel  15:23 “For rebellion is as the sin of divination, and presumption is as iniquity and idolatry. Because 
you have rejected the word of the Lord, he has also rejected you from being king.”

1 Samuel 15:24 “Saul said to Samuel, ‘I have sinned, for I have transgressed the commandment of the Lord 
and your words, because I feared the people and obeyed their voice.”

1 Samuel 15:25 “Now therefore, please pardon my sin and return with me that I may bow before the Lord.”

1 Samuel 15:30 “Then he said, ‘I have sinned; yet honor me now before the elders of my people and before 
Israel, and return with me, that I may bow before the Lord your God.’”

1 Samuel 15:26-28 “And Samuel said to Saul, ‘I will not return with you. For you have rejected the word of the 
Lord, and the Lord has rejected you from being king over Israel.’ As Samuel turned to go away, Saul seized 
the skirt of his robe, and it tore. And Samuel said to him, “The Lord has torn the kingdom of Israel from you 
this day and has given it to a neighbor of yours, who is better than you.”

1 Samuel 15:32-33 “Then Samuel said, ‘Bring here to me Agag the king of the Amalekites.’ And Agag came 
to him cheerfully. Agag said, ‘Surely the bitterness of death is past.’ And Samuel said, ‘As your sword has 
made women childless, so shall your mother be childless among women.’ And Samuel hacked Agag to 
pieces before the Lord in Gilgal.”

      E. The __________________________ can overcome your disobedience

• Don’t Rationalize. ____________________________ !
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Getting to Know You:

• What did God teach you during your worship time with Him this week?

• When was the last time you were motivated by peer pressure?

•Explain why you agree or disagree with the following statement by Dr.  Kim 
  Oberholtzer, “At the root of sin itself is deception.”

Introduction:
I Samuel 15 is as much of a conclusion of God’s first chosen king, as it is a cliffhanger anxiously 
awaiting God’s answer for who His new king will be.  God has just “torn the kingdom of Israel” 
from Saul after his desire to please men was more important than obeying the Word of God.  I 
Samuel 15 is a poignant account that speaks so clearly about God’s desire for intimacy and 
obedience, that ultimately God’s plan for our lives is more important than our own plans.  God 
gave specific direction to Saul; and only fulfilling a portion of His instructions had great 
consequences to Saul.  Saul ultimately decides to fear people more than God, thus removing 
Saul as king, and places us in this suspenseful ending that foreshadows God setting up a 
revival kingdom under David. 

Digging Deeper: 
Read through the following passages and answer the questions.

I Samuel 15:1-3     
List out the specific directions given by God through Samuel to Saul regarding 
Amalek.        

I Samuel 15:4-9 
These verses recount Saul’s execution of the directions given by God through 
Samuel. How did he do?  

I Samuel 15:10-35
This long dance of dialogue between the Lord, Samuel, and Saul is simply heart 
wrenching. The account provides such vivid detail of Saul being confronted with his 
sin and how he responded to it.  In the space provided below provide the details of 
this account as it relates to: 

     - The Lord’s/Samuel’s disappointment/sadness over Saul

 - vs. 11:

 - vs. 35:

 - vs. 16:1a:

     - Saul’s reasoning/deceitfulness used to defend his actions

 - vs. 13-21:
    
      - Saul’s repentance 
 - vs. 24-25:

 - vs. 30-31:

      - The consequences of Saul’s sin

 - vs. 23:

 - vs. 26-29:

 - vs. 35 to 16:1:

Taking It Home:
From the verses/questions above, personalize and apply those verses to 
your life through asking these questions: 

There are many commands that God gives us as believers as revealed in His 
Word.  What commands of God do we as believers tend to disregard and 
why? 
     • How does peer pressure from friends or culture play into this? 

Saul continually explains and justifies his actions, which at first glance 
appear more righteous than God’s unwavering request to utterly destroy 
the Amalekites.  Why wouldn’t it be ok for Saul to save the king and keep 
the best of the bounty to offer as a sacrifice to God?  

     • When confronted with sin, is it common place in your life to reason with God?
         
Verses 20-23 are a hinge point helping Saul to remove the scales of sin from 
his eyes, revealing that God desires sincerity and obedience more than his 
sacrifice of animals that should not have been alive.  In what ways do we 
try to offer sacrifices from the very thing God has asked us to remove from 
our lives?  

     • How have you justified your sinful actions to God? Choose one of the
         following and discuss:

 - Your financial “investments”
 - Your family
 - Your work
 - Your purity
 - Your endeavors
 - Your education

God spoke directly to Saul, and He is still speaking today.  He may be 
speaking directly to you, trying to get your attention to remove some 
specific sin from your life that is hindering you from a more intimate 
relationship with Him.  However, you have been resistant and denying God 
access to all the areas of your life.  

     • At this point in your group, take some intentional time to allow each person to
        spend some time alone and pray for God to speak to you about your sin.  

     • After this time, bring the group back and have the men and women get 
        together separately—take this time to share your struggle(s) and your desire
        to draw closer to God.

Community Group Questions
August 25, 2019


