
I. LOVE STORY
Colossians 3:15 “And above all these put on love, which binds everything together in perfect 
harmony.”
I John 3:18 “Little children, let us not love in word or talk but in deed and in truth.”

     A. I want to know what _____________________________ is 

 • What does the Bible say about following your __________________ ?

Numbers 15:39 “And it shall be a tassel for you to look at and remember all the 
commandments of the LORD, to do them, not to follow after your own heart and your own 
eyes, which you are inclined to whore after.”

 1. You’ve lost that lovin’ feelin

Proverbs 23:17-19 “Let not your heart envy sinners, but continue in the fear of the LORD all the 
day…Hear, my son, and be wise, and direct your heart in the way.”

 • ____________________ your heart; don’t let it direct you!

 2. Don’t be a fool

Proverbs 28:26 “He who trusts in his own heart is a fool, but he who walks wisely will be 
delivered.” (NASB)

 3. Total eclipse of the heart

Mark 7:21-23 “For from within, out of the heart of man, come evil thoughts, sexual immorality, 
theft, murder, adultery, coveting, wickedness, deceit, sensuality, envy, slander, pride, 
foolishness. All these evil things come from within, and they defile a person.”

(Jerermiah 17:7-10) 

Proverbs 3:5 “Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and do not lean on your own 
understanding.”

 4. Tell your soul what to do

Psalm 42:11 “Why are you cast down, O my soul, and why are you in turmoil within me? Hope 
in God; for I shall again praise him, my salvation and my God.”

     B. Three _________________________ with the Greco-Roman myth:

 • Your marriage would never be secure

 • You would never know if you found the one

 • This kind of love is not transferable
     C. What’s love got to do with it?

Ephesians 5:25 “Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for 
her.”

 • Definition of Biblical love: “An act of the will accompanied by emotion
                 that leads to action on behalf of its object” (Voddie Baucham).
Deuteronomy 6:5 “You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul 
and with all your might.”

Matthew 22:37 “And he said to him, ‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and 
with all your soul and with all your mind.’”

 1. Begin with your ___________________

 2. Do not be unequally-yolked

II Corinthians 6:14 “Do not be unequally yoked with unbelievers. For what partnership has 
righteousness with lawlessness? Or what fellowship has light with darkness?”

I Corinthians 7:39 “A wife is bound to her husband as long as he lives. But if her husband dies, 
she is free to be married to whom she wishes, only in the Lord.”

I Corinthians 15:33 “Do not be deceived: ‘Bad company ruins good morals.’”

 3. Follow ________________________’s example

     D. Act like love Acts (1 Cor. 13:4-8a)

  • Agape Love – the love of choice and commitment

 1. Love described _____________________ – what love is

1 Corinthians 13:4a “Love is patient, love is kind.” (NIV)

  a. Love is Patient

  b. Love is Kind

 2. Love described – ___________________ - what love is not

  a. Love does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud

1 Corinthians 13:4b “It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud.” (NIV)

  b. Love does not dishonor, it is not self-seeking

I Corinthians 13:5a “It does not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking.” (NIV)

  c. Love is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs

1 Corinthians 13:5b “it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs.” (NIV)

       • Short-Term – “it is not easily angered” 
       • Long-Term – “it keeps no record of wrongs.”

 3. Love described with a statement
1 Corinthians 13:6 “Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth.” (NIV)

 4. Four things love does
1 Corinthians 13:7 “It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.” (NIV)
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3 Strength Areas
________________________________________
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3 Growth Areas
________________________________________
________________________________________
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GETTING TO KNOW YOU
• What did God teach you during your worship time with Him this 
week?
• Which freedom that we have in our country is the one that is most 
important to you and why?

INTRODUCTION
The Fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22-23) is a direct contrast to the list 
that the Apostle Paul describes as “the deeds of the flesh” (Galatians 
5:19-21).  These two lists are polar opposites of one another, and 
indicate a giant chasm between “walk(ing) by the Spirit” and 
“carry(ing) out the desire of the flesh” (Galatians 5:16).  However, we 
tend to live as though it is a thin tightrope between the two, and we 
simply step off towards one side or the other.  
Just as Peter reminds us to live differently than those around us as 
“elect exiles” (I Peter 1:1), Paul repeatedly instructs us to do the same 
by showing the difference between a person who has put off their old 
self” (Colossians 3:9) and “put on Christ” (Galatians 3:27).  As we look 
into the various aspects of the Fruit of the Spirit, ask God to give you 
a fresh perspective on these familiar attributes and to enable you to 
have the proper outward reflection of the Spirit that lives within you.
       

DIGGING DEEPER
 
READ GALATIANS 5:16-26

1. What are your first impressions of Paul’s instructions regarding how 
we are to conduct ourselves as followers of Christ?

2. Discuss the general contrast between the “deeds of the flesh” and 
the “fruit do the Spirit.”

     a. How does the titles themselves differentiate them from one
         another?

     b. Where do each of the actions/attributes listed originate?

     c. What do those originations (flesh vs. Spirit) tell us as to the source
         and power of the actions/attributes that Paul lists?

READ GALATIANS 5:22-23 

3. Paul describes the “deeds” as plural but the “fruit” as singular.  
What is significant about that (see also Ephesians 4:4, Philippians 
1:27)?

     a. How does it affect your view of the “fruit” to see attributes of
         a singular source?
     b. How does this singularity eliminate the desire to pick and choose
         which fruit to walk in? 

4. What is the significance (if any) that Paul lists “love” first in the 
attributes of the Spirit (see I Corinthians 13:13?

     a. How do the attributes of love in I Corinthians 13 continue to show
        the contrast between walking in the Spirit and following the flesh?

     b. Again, Paul describes a unity with the attributes of love in I 
        Corinthians 13:4-8a.  What does this tell us about our tendency
        to divide the attitudes of love and not pursue and display them
        in their entirety?

5. I Corinthians 13 is not a chapter of Paul’s instructions about 
marriage, but rather it is in the middle of his instructions about conflict 
(specifically within the church and about spiritual gifts).  According to 
this chapter, discuss why Paul explains the importance of pursuing 
love in every relationship and within every conflict?

6. How does I Corinthians 13:11 help you understand the progress and 
growth of living in love towards others?

     a. How does seeing this progression encourage you?    
     b. How does it motivate you?
 

APPLICATION & TAKING IT HOME
1. This week, ask the Holy Spirit to help you understand His fruit as 
singular and not individual.

2. Ask the Holy Spirit to give you the ability to see the chasm between 
the flesh and the Spirit, and to transform your thinking to seeing them 
diametrically opposed to each other.

3. What are some practical ways that you can display each attribute 
of love towards others this week?

4. Who are you in conflict with whom you need to begin displaying 
love towards?
     - Ask God to help you love that person as He loves them, not as the
       world says you should love them.
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