
1 Peter 2:13 “Be subject for the Lord’s sake to every human institution, whether it be 
to the emperor as supreme, or to governors as sent by him to punish those who do 
evil and to praise those who do good.”

I. Why we submit to Biblical authority

     1. There are institutions __________________________ by God

1 Peter 2:14b “as sent by him to punish those who do evil and to praise those who 
do good.”

     2. You can put to ______________________ the ignorance of foolish people

1 Peter 2:15 “For this is the will of God, that by doing good you should put to silence 
the ignorance of foolish people.”

     3. We are ________________________ of God

1 Peter 2:16 “Live as people who are free, not using your freedom as a cover-up for 
evil, but living as servants of God.”

     4. We submit because of what Christ has done for us!

1 Peter 2:17 “Honor everyone.  Love the brotherhood.  Fear God. Honor the 
emperor.”

1 Peter 2:18-23 “Servants, be subject to your masters with all respect, not only to the 
good and gentle but also to the unjust. For this is a gracious thing, when, mindful of 
God, one endures sorrows while suffering unjustly. For what credit is it if, when you sin 
and are beaten for it, you endure? But if when you do good and suffer for it you 
endure, this is a gracious thing in the sight of God. For to this you have been called, 
because Christ also suffered for you,  leaving you an example, so that you might 
follow in his steps. He committed no sin, neither was deceit found in his mouth. When 
he was reviled, he did not revile in return; when he suffered, he did not threaten, but 
continued entrusting himself to him who judges justly.”

II. _______________________ we submit to Biblical authority

     • Follow Christ’s Example

1 Peter 2:21 “For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, 
leaving you an example, so that you might follow in his steps.”

     1. Don’t use suffering as an ___________________________ to sin

1 Peter 2:22a “He committed no sin.”

     2. Don’t lie

1 Peter 2:22b “neither was deceit found in his mouth.”

     3. Don’t speak ill of people

1 Peter 2:23a “When he was reviled, he did not revile in return.”

     4. Don’t ___________________________ others

1 Peter 2:23b “when he suffered, he did not threaten.”

     5. Have faith in God’s ultimate ________________________

1 Peter 2:23c “but continued entrusting himself to him who judges justly.”

Romans 12:19 “Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of God, 
for it is written, ‘Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.’”

     6. Allow your _________________________ for others to drive you to Holy conduct

1 Peter 2:24a “He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to 
sin and live to righteousness.”

     • He died voluntarily:

John 10:18a “No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have 
authority to lay it down, and I have authority to take it up again.”

1 Peter 2:24b-25 “By his wounds you have been healed. For you were straying like
sheep, but have now returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.”

     7. Remember that times of suffering may be your greatest ____________________ 

1 Peter 3:15a “but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy.”

1 Peter 3:15b “always being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you 
for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect”
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GETTING TO KNOW YOU 

What did God teach you during your worship time with Him this week?

Do you remember the WWJD bracelets? 

     - Did you wear one? 

     - What did you think about it -- the phrase, the bracelet. 

     - How did you interpret that acronym?

Did the question on the bracelet work?  

     - Did you stop to think about how Jesus would act in a situation, a decision?

     - When you did you stop to think about how Jesus would act, how is your
       thought process different? 

INTRODUCTION
Pastor Charles Sheldon wrote the 1896 book In His Steps.  The book ranks as one of the 
best-selling books of all time. The full title of the book is In His Steps: What Would Jesus Do?  The 
resurgence of this question, shortened to WWJD in the 1990s, is a reminder of Christians belief 
to act in a manner that would demonstrate the love of Jesus through their actions. The novel 
and subsequent question are directly from 1 Peter 2:13-25, specifically v 21.

DIGGING DEEPER

Read 1 Peter 2:13-25

How do you see “WWJD” related to this passage?

Verses 13-17 address the government or politics. 

What do you think are some of the important things that Peter wants us to 
know in regards to our position regarding government or politics?

     - Peter uses the phrase ‘human institution’ what else could it include?

     - What does it mean to be subject? What words do other translations use?
 
     - What is the difference between being subject to and obeying?

Why is this (being subject) to be our response? 

     - What if the rulers are wicked or impose wrong laws?

Why does God establish authority? 

     - What is the purpose of earthly government?

What “ignorance of foolish men” do you think Peter is referring to in verse
verse 15?

What does the phrase mean “act as free men” mean? 

     - What can you do to honor the people around you, especially those who are
       different or disagree with you? 

What does 1 Timothy 2:1-3 say about authorities and how does it connect 
with I Peter 2:13-17?
 
Verse 18, address slavery.  

How does this verse apply to us today in our modern world?

Slavery in Biblical times was much different than the slavery of the African 
Slave Trade in Europe and North America. (See Exodus 21:1-11; Leviticus 
25:35-55) How can understanding this difference help in talking to people 
that say the Bible is unjust because it encourages slavery?
 
Verse 19-25 addresses the suffering unjustly.

What does the phrase mean to be “mindful of God?”

     - How can being “mindful of God” help us endure under sorrows?

When have you suffered through something that you view as unfair? 

     - Do you think of Christ’s suffering when you suffer? 

     - Do you think of Christ’s suffering when you think of “WWJD”?

What ways can we follow Christ’s example when it comes to suffering 
unjustly? 

     - How should we treat those who hate or mistreat us? 

     - Who did He turn to in order to get justice?

     - What does the word “entrust” mean to you?

What reasons are given for Christ’s death on the cross, v 24?

APPLICATION & TAKING HOME
 
Suffering is never easy. However, I Peter 2 gives the context and
reassurance that suffering is a part of the Christian life. 

     - How does knowing Christ suffered and how He suffered affect your views on
       your own suffering? 

     - How does knowing He suffered unjustly help you?

It may not always solve it or even lessen the pain of suffering, but as you 
read, how Peter ends this section (v 25). What two wonderful things should 
you remember about God? 
 
What areas of your life do you need to ask yourself WWJD? 

     - How will you do things differently? 

     - Who could you bring in to walk through and/or pray for you during
        your circumstances? 
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