
I. Two Choices When Things Aren’t Going Our Way 

     A. Take Matters into Your Own Hands

 1. _____________________________

Romans 12:17-19 “Repay no one evil for evil, but  give thought to do what is 
honorable in the sight of all. If possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably 
with all. Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of God, for it is 
written, ‘Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord’.”

 2. _____________________________

1 John 2:16 “For all that is in the world—the desires of the flesh and the desires of the 
eyes and pride of life—is not from the Father but is from the world.”

 3. _____________________________ of God

     B. _____________________________ in God!

Psalm 57:1 “Be merciful to me, O God, be merciful to me, for in you my soul takes 
refuge; in the shadow of your wings I will take refuge, till the storms of destruction 
pass by.”

 1. Know that God will fulfill His ________________________ In You

Psalm 57:2 “I cry out to God Most High, to God who fulfills his purpose for me.”

 2. Rest in God’s _____________________________ despite your   
                circumstances

Psalm 57:3-4 “He will send from heaven and save me; he will put to shame him who 
tramples on me. Selah God will send out his steadfast love and his faithfulness! My 
soul is in the midst of lions; I lie down amid fiery beasts— the children of man, whose 
teeth are spears and arrows, whose tongues are sharp swords.”

3. Pray that God would be _____________________________

Psalm 57:5 “Be exalted, O God, above the heavens! Let your glory be over all the 
earth!”

4. _____________________________ God in the midst of the storm

Psalm 57:7 “My heart is steadfast, O God, my heart is steadfast! I will sing and make
melody!”
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“I Need Patience… Immediately!”



GETTING TO KNOW YOU

What did God teach you during your worship time with Him this week?

Tell about your favorite teacher. 

     - What made them so special?

     - What is the most significant thing you remember about them?

INTRODUCTION
Saul was obsessed with David…and not in a good way. By the time we get to 
chapter 24, Saul has been chasing David, seeking to take his life, for some time now. 
In Chapter 23, just as Saul is closing in on David, the Philistines attack, and Saul must 
leave to fight the real enemy of the Israelites.  David takes this opportunity to flee to 
Ein Gedi, an oasis on the shore of the Dead Sea, a place which would provide both 
food and water for David and his men. Although there is an oasis there, the 
surrounding region is rocky, hot, and dry, with little vegetation. We’re not sure where 
Saul went to fight the Philistines, but he hated David so much he was willing to hike 
3,000 men out of one wilderness, fight a battle, and then hike into another arid 
wilderness because of all consuming jealousy.

DIGGING DEEPER: Read I Samuel 24:1-3
What do you think David was thinking and feeling as he heard Saul and 
his 3,000 men approaching, and when Saul “coincidentally” happens to 
enter the same cave where he was taking refuge?

     - How do you respond when you are persistently or unfairly purused by 
        a person or situation?

What does it tell you about Saul’s heart/relationship with God that he is 
relentlessly pursuing David?

     - Is there something or someone you need to let go of? 

     - Someone you need to forgive? 

     - A situation you need to let God handle?

Read I Samuel 24:4-7
David’s men clearly believed that God had delivered Saul into their hands, and this 
was David’s opportunity to kill Saul. David knew that it was God’s will for him to be 
king, and this could have been the way to get there.  David’s men remind him of a 
promise God apparently made to David, which ends with “that you may do to him 
as it seems good to you.” 

While David’s men interpreted this as eliminating the threat, how did 
David interpret it?

     - What led him to this conclusion?

Have you ever received Godly/justified advice that didn’t sit right with 
you? 

     - How did you determine the best course of action?

Do you let circumstances or “coincidences” sway your actions? 

     - What can you do in those situations to better understand what God
        would have you do?

Read I Samuel 24:8-12:
What words and actions speak of David’s respect and affection for Saul?

     - How do you speak and act towards those who have wronged you?        
       What can you learn from David?

     - How do you speak about those in authority (at work, government,
        etc)?

David didn’t come right out and say, “Saul, I forgive all the ways you have 
wronged me,” but he did show respect for Saul and for God. His actions 
and words exhibit trust in God’s timing, over his own. How does this 
challenge you?

David confronted Saul in front of his men, as well as Saul’s. He allowed 
others to see his belief that God was going to be the “judge” and 
“avenge” Saul’s deeds. How are you allowing your life to be an example 
to others of your trust in God?

TAKING IT HOME

How can you honor someone in authority this week?

Is there someone you need to forgive? 

     - What can you do to change the situation?

Jesus taught, “Love your enemies, bless those who curse you . . . and pray 
for those who spitefully use you and persecute you” (Matt. 5:44). Do you 
find this challenging? 

     - Who do you need to specifically pray for in this type of situation?
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