
I. The Bible warns us about Unhealthy Friendships

     A. _________________________ Friends

Proverbs 19:4 “Wealth brings many new friends, but a poor man is deserted by his friend.”

     B.  _________________________ Friends

Proverbs 16:28 “A dishonest man spreads strife, and a whisperer separates close friends.”

Proverbs 17:9 “Whoever covers an offense seeks love, but he who repeats a matter separates 
close friends.”

Proverbs 22: 24-25 “Make no friendship with a man given to anger, nor go with a wrathful man, 
lest you learn his ways and entangle yourself in a snare.”

     C.  _________________________ Friends

Proverbs 25:19 “Trusting in a treacherous man in time of trouble is like a bad tooth or a foot that 
slips.”

II. The Bible Gives Us a Picture of Healthy Friendships - 1 Samuel 18:1–5

     A. _________________________

1 Samuel 18:3 “Then Jonathan made a covenant with David, because he loved him as his 
own soul.”

 • Covenant versus Contract

     B.  _________________________

 • 1 Samuel 20: 30-31

     C.  _________________________

1 Samuel 23:16-18 “And Jonathan, Saul’s son, rose and went to David at Horesh.`”

     D.  _________________________

1 Samuel 23:16-18 “And Jonathan, Saul’s son, rose and went to David at Horesh, and 
strengthened his hand in God. And he said to him, ‘Do not fear, for the hand of Saul my father 
shall not find you. You shall be king over Israel, and I shall be next to you. Saul my father also 
knows this.’ And the two of them made a covenant before the  Lord. David remained at 
Horesh, and Jonathan went home.”

1 Samuel 23:16 “And Jonathan, Saul’s son, rose and went to David at Horesh, and 
strengthened his hand in God.”

Proverbs 27:17 “Iron sharpens iron, and one man sharpens another.”

 • Psalm 35: 1-3; Psalm 36: 5-7

     E.  _________________________

1 Samuel 20:42 “Then Jonathan said to David, ‘Go in peace, because we have sworn both of us 
in the name of the Lord, saying, ‘The Lord shall be between me and you, and between my 
offspring and your offspring, forever.’ And he rose and departed, and Jonathan went into the city”

III. The Rest of the Story

     A. The Background

1 Samuel 31:2 “And the Philistines overtook Saul and his sons, and the Philistines struck down 
Jonathan and Abinadab and Malchi-shua, the sons of Saul.”

1 Samuel 31:6 “Thus Saul died, and his three sons, and his armor-bearer, and all his men, on the 
same day together.”

 1. Mephibosheth - 2 Samuel 4:4

      •  Note: Mephibosheth’s name means ‘Son of shame’

     • 2 Samuel 9:3

 2. Mephisbosheth lives in Lo-debar

2 Samuel 9:4 The king said to him, “Where is he?” And Ziba said to the king, “He is in the house 
of Machir the son of Ammiel, at Lo-debar.”

 
      • Note: Lo-debar: name means ‘no thing’ – or ‘nothing town,’ ‘no-man’s
                      land,’ or ‘middle of nowhere’

 3. His Condition: The once son of a prince is now the ‘son of shame’ living in
                  ‘no-man’s land.’

     B. The Gospel

 1. The King  _________________________ for the Lost - 2 Sam. 9:6-7

 2. Mephibosheth is brought to the King’s  _________________________
                   - 2 Sam. 9: 8-10

 3. The Lost Son becomes a  _________________________ of the King 
                   - 2 Sam. 9: 11

IV.  _________________________ is at the heart of the Gospel

John 15:13-15 “Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his friends. 
You are my friends if you do what I command you. No longer do I call you servants, for the 
servant does not know what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all that I have 
heard from my Father I have made known to you.”

John 13:34 “A new commandment  I give to you,  that you love one another:  just as I have 
loved you, you also are to love one another.”
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Getting to Know You:

What did God teach you during your worship time with Him this week?

Tell about your favorite childhood friend.

     - What made your friendship special?

     - What was the silliest/strangest/ most unique thing you did together?

     - Do you still keep in touch with him/her today?

Introduction:
David’s skill as therapist and solider won him Saul’s admiration and propelled him to 
the highest ranks in the nation.  But the popular acclaim accorded David served 
only to arouse the king’s suspicion, fear, and finally hatred.  These chapters 
document how David’s status changed, through no fault of his own, from Saul’s 
favorite to an outlaw. Yet as his fortunes fluctuated, he enjoyed the unwavering 
loyalty of a friend  who was “closer than a brother” through Saul’s son, Jonathan. As 
you read and discuss these chapters, ask God to show you how David continued to 
trust in the Lord and be built up through the strength of his loyal friendship with 
Jonathan.

Digging Deeper: Read 1 Samuel 18;1-4; 19:1-7; 20:1-42

Two of Saul’s children sought to help David when Saul turned against him.  

     - How does the text emphasize Jonathan as David’s most important
        helper?

     - What irony do you find in the fact that Jonathan became David’s
        closest friend?

     - What does Jonathan’s unconcern about inheriting his father's throne
        say about his character?

Do you think Jonathan and Michal showed due respect toward their 
father as they sought to protect David? 

     - If they were following the law in “loving your neighbor as yourself,” 
       how does that coincide with the command to “honor your father and 
       mother?” 

     - What is the procedure or habits you use and develop to be a
      “friend that sticks closer than a brother” and to “love your neighbor as
        yourself”?

Discuss the  important principles of friendship that Jonathan exemplifies in 
the above verses.

     - The Law commanded the Israelites to love their neighbors as
       themselves (Lev. 19:18).  How does Jonathan demonstrate what this 
       means in these chapters?

     - What do the following proverbs say about friendship and how are
       they relevant to your life and situation?

Many of the psalms were written by David while Saul was persecuting him.  
Read through some of the following psalms and discuss how appropriate 
they are to David’s situation, and in what ways you can relate and be 
encouraged by them.

     - What does the fact that there were so many Psalms written during this
        period tell you about David and how he dealt with Saul’s persecution
        of him?

 
 

Taking It Home:

Do you find it easy or hard to form committed, intimate friendships?

     - What aspects of your character and lifestyle get in the way?

     - What can you do about those?

To whom can you be the friend Jonathan was to David?

     - Who can you allow to be that friend to you?

Do you feel afflicted by enemies, or betrayed by familiar friends?  

     - If so, read some of the above listed Psalms once again and ask God
       to care for you as He cared for David.
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September 15, 2019

• Proverbs 14:20
• Proverbs 17:17
• Proverbs 18:24

• Proverbs 19:4, 6
• Proverbs 22:11, 24

• Psalms 5 - 6
• Psalms 13
• Psalms 18
• Psalms 22
• Psalms 25 - 28
• Psalms 31
• Psalms 35
• Psalms 40

• Psalms 52
• Psalms 54 - 59
• Psalms 62 - 64
• Psalms 69 - 71
• Psalms 86
• Psalms 109
• Psalms 142


