
Faith Building Thought – Jesus’ birth was more than a baby born in 
a manger, Jesus’ birth allows us to experience the depth of Jesus 
on a daily basis.

Jesus is our Wonderful Counselor 

I. Jesus holds ______________ and ________________ Authority
          a. Jesus fulfills prophesy of Messiah

• “For to us a child is born, to us a son is given” (Isaiah 9:6a)

• “I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and 
her offspring; he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.” (Genesis 3:15)

•Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way...behold, an angel of the Lord 
appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take 
Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will 
bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their 
sins.” All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: “Behold, 
the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his name Immanuel” 
(which means, God with us). (Matthew 1:18-23)

          b. Jesus fulfills prophesy of Davidic Covenant

•“the government shall be upon his shoulder…Of the increase of his government 
and of peace there will be no end, on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to 
establish it and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time forth 
and forevermore.” (Isaiah 9:6a, 7)

• In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named 
Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of 
David. And the virgin‘s name was Mary. And he came to her and said, “Greetings, 
O favored one, the Lord is with you!” But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and 
tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be. And the angel said to her, “Do 
not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And behold, you will 
conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. He will be 
great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him 
the throne of his father David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, 
and of his kingdom there will be no end. And Mary said to the angel, “How will this 
be, since I am a virgin?” And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come 
upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child 
to be born will be called holy—the Son of God. (Luke 1:26-35)

II. Jesus provides _____________________________  for us now
     

          a. Through the Word

• “I bless the LORD who gives me counsel; in the night also my heart instructs me.   I 
have set the LORD always before me; because he is at my right hand, I shall not be 
shaken. Therefore my heart is glad, and my whole being rejoices; my flesh also 
dwells secure.” (Psalm 16:7-9)

• “The law of the LORD is perfect, reviving the soul; the testimony of the LORD is sure, 
making wise the simple; the precepts of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart; the 
commandment of the LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes.” (Psalm 19:7-8)

          b. Through sharing and identifying with our burden

• “Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my 
yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will 
find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” (Matthew 
11:28-30)

• “Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, 
Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. For we do not have a high 
priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in every 
respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin. Let us then with confidence 
draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to 
help in time of need.” (Hebrew 4:14-16)

          c. Through the indwelling Spirit

• “And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Helper, to be with you 
forever,   even the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither 
sees him nor knows him. You know him, for he dwells with you and will be in you. I will 
not leave you as orphans…But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send 
in my name, he will teach you all things and bring to your remembrance all that I 
have said to you. Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not as the world 
gives do I give to you. Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid.” 
(John 14:16-18a, 26-27)

III. Jesus’ wonderful counsel is always connected with His
 
_____________________ (mighty God)

•  “With God are wisdom and might; he has counsel and understanding.” 
(Job 12:13)

• “There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch from his 
roots shall bear fruit. And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the Spirit of 
wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge 
and the fear of the LORD.” (Isaiah 11:1-2)

•  “You show steadfast love to thousands, but you repay the guilt of fathers to their 
children after them, O great and mighty God, whose name is the LORD of hosts, 
great in counsel and mighty in deed, whose eyes are open to all the ways of the 
children of man, rewarding each one according to his ways and according to the 
fruit of his deeds.” (Jeremiah 32:18-19)
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GETTING TO KNOW YOU

• Share with the group how God revealed Himself to you at church this
past week.

• As we enter the 2019 Christmas season, do you have more feelings of 
joy/anticipation or stress/dread?

DIGGING DEEPER
The ESV Bible study notes describe Isaiah 7:1-9:7 as “Grace – through 
judgement – for Judah. Though King Ahaz brings Assyrian oppression upon 
his nation, God promises a miraculous child who will rule forever from the 
throne of David.”

As you read and discuss these verses, ask God to show you how, in all times 
and places, our only hope against the darkness of the age lies in the 
person, work and promises of the Wonderful Counselor, Jesus Christ our 
Lord.

OBSERVATION & DISCUSSION

Read Isaiah 8:11-22

Judah in Darkness

• What warnings and directives does the Lord give to Isaiah?

• What is the root cause of the darkness among the people of Judah?
What are they doing and trusting in? (see 2 Kings 16)

• What are the consequences of their actions? (v21-22)

• What similarities exist in our present age and culture?

Read Isaiah 9:1-5

Promises of God

• Verse one refers to the lands of Zebulun and Naphtali. Where
are these located? Why are they referenced in this passage?

• What is “the day of Midian?” (v4) (see: Judges 6 and 7)

• Each of these verses names or refers to a promise. What is promised in 
each verse?

Read Isaiah 9:6

• His Name Shall Be Called

• “To us” is repeated – who is the “us?”

• What does “the government shall be upon his shoulder” mean?

• What do the descriptive, listed names of the Messiah signify to you? 
Which name holds the deepest significance to you? Why?

TAKING IT HOME

Jesus is Wonderful

• Commentator Matthew Henry wrote: “Justly is he called Wonderful, for 
He is both God and man. His love is the wonder of angels and glorified 
saints.”

• One Thesaurus lists these as antonyms of wonderful: dreadful, terrible, 
appalling, unpleasant, horrible, horrific, shocking, dire, bad. For believers, 
our Wonderful Savior is the opposite of these!

• Personally, what do you find is the most wonderful thing about Jesus?

Jesus is Counselor

• The devil is also a counselor – though a false, deceiving, lying one – see: 
Genesis 3, 1 Chronicles 21:1, Matthew 4, Acts 5:3, 1 Timothy 5:15

• God is our true counselor – read:

     - Job 12:13
     - Psalm 32:8
     - Psalm 73:24
     - Psalm 107:11
     - Prov 8:14
     - Isaiah 28:29
     - John 14:26

• What darkness are you faced with currently? Does it involve a 
relationship, a job, a fear, or perhaps a sin?

     -  How can Jesus bring light to this darkness?
     - Pray/meditate this week on the promises listed in Isaiah 9:1-7.
     - Who in your life would be encouraged by these promises?
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