
Psalm 50:12–15 “If I were hungry, I would not tell you, for the world and its fullness are 
mine…Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving, and perform your vows to the Most High, and 
call upon me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you, and you shall glorify me.”

I. Giving in the Old Testament

     A. David Gave to Invest in the ______________________ of God

2 Chronicles 6:8 “But the Lord said to David my father, ‘Whereas it was in your heart to build a 
house for my name, you did well that it was in your heart.”

1 Chronicles 22:5 “For David said,  ‘Solomon my son is young and inexperienced, and the 
house that is to be built for the  Lord must be exceedingly magnificent, of fame and glory 
throughout all lands. I will therefore make preparation for it.’ So David provided materials in 
great quantity before his death.”

Matthew 6:19–20 “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy 
and where thieves break in and steal, but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where 
neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal.”

     B. David Gave as an Act of ________________________ to God

2 Samuel 24:24 “But the king said to Araunah, ‘No, but I will buy it from you for a price. I will not 
offer burnt offerings to the Lord my God that cost me nothing.”

Note: There are some gifts that are valuable for the good they can do in the world,
and some gifts that are priceless for the statement they make about the heart of the
giver and the value of the God they serve.

     C. David Gave as an Act of ________________________ to the Holy Spirit

Exodus 35:21 “And they came, everyone whose heart stirred him, and everyone whose spirit 
moved him, and brought the Lord’s contribution to be used for the tent of meeting, and for all 
its service, and for the holy garments.”

2 Corinthians 9:7 “Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under 
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver”

Note: Generosity is not something he wants FROM us, but something he wants FOR us

II. Giving in the New Testament

     A. Set your ___________________________ in God!

1 Timothy 6:17 “As for the rich in this present age, charge them not to be haughty, nor to set
their hopes on the uncertainty of riches, but on God, who richly provides us with everything to 
enjoy. 

          1. Do you look to Money for ___________________ and _____________________ ?

Luke 12:27-28 “Consider the lilies, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin, yet I tell
you, even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. But if God so clothes the 
grass, which is alive in the field today, and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, how much more 
will he clothe you, O you of little faith!”

          2. Do you look to Money for _______________________ ?

Luke 12:24 “Consider the ravens: they neither sow nor reap, they have neither storehouse nor 
barn, and yet God feeds them. Of how much more value are you than the birds!”

     B. Be Generous and Ready to ________________________

1 Timothy 6:18 “They are to do good, to be rich in good works, to be generous and ready to 
share”

1 Timothy 6:19 “thus storing up treasure for themselves as a good foundation for the future, so 
that they may take hold of that which is truly life.”

Note: The primary purpose of giving is not that God would get the money out
of our pockets, but that he would get the idols out of our hearts.

III. Three Questions I ask about my Giving

          1. What does what you do with your money show that you delight in?

          2. What does what you do with your money show that you trust in?

          3. What does what you do with your money indicate what kingdom you are
              building?
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GETTING TO KNOW YOU

What did God teach you during your worship time with Him this week?

Tell about a time that you financially gave to God’s Work (church, missions, etc.) 
when it didn’t make financial sense for you to do so.  

     - What process did you go through as you made that decision?

INTRODUCTION
Throughout scripture, the practice of sacrifice has been evident.  God provided the first 
sacrifice in the Garden after Adam and Eve’s sin.  As the Isrealites left Egypt, and in 
preparation for going into The Promised Land, God established a system of sacrifices in 
reference to the worship on Him.  Abraham was instructed to sacrifice Isaac to God, although 
God provided another sacrifice for Abraham and Isaac to offer.  Kings offered sacrifices in 
repentance.  Priests offered sacrifices on behalf of the people.  Mary, Joseph, and Jesus went 
to the temple annually to offer sacrifices.  Jesus turned tables in the temple courts because 
the money changers were taking advantage of people coming to worship and sacrifice.  
As you discuss the idea of sacrifice and giving, ask God to show you the importance of 
honoring Him in your sacrificial giving and service to Him. 

DIGGING DEEPER

Read 2 Samuel 7:1-21 

What was David’s inner motivation for wanting to build God “a house?”

     - How does this relate to your motivation towards giving and/or serving the Lord?

Summarize God’s answer to Nathan in your own words?

     - Why do you think Nathan’s answer to David did not match God’s answer?

Why do you believe God continually reminds His children of His past faithfulness in 
light of His future promises?

     - How often do you reflect on God’s previous provisions in trusting Him for your future?

     - How can reflecting on God’s provisions motivate you to be faithful in your giving?

Describe David’s response to God’s answer to him?

     - David wanted to do something very significant in service to the Lord, but was
       told “no.” How do you generally respond to God saying “no” to you?

Read 2 Samuel 24:24  - 

Discuss why you believe David was so insistent on purchasing the threshing floor 
and not just accepting it as a gift from Araunah?

     - Had David accepted the gift and offered the sacrifice, would it truly had
       been a sacrifice? 

     - How do David’s actions reflect his view and understanding of sacrifice? 

Why do you think was Araunah so insistent on giving David not only the threshing 
floor but also the items for the sacrifice?

    - How do Araunah’s actions reflect his view and understanding of sacrifice?

Read Mark 12:41-44/Luke 21:1-4 - 

Why do you think Jesus pointed out the people giving out of they abundance 
AFTER the woman put her offering in and not while they were giving their 
offerings?

     - In your opinion, what was the most significant aspect of the woman’s offering?
       IYO, what is the most significant aspect of Jesus’ words?

What would a financial planner (even a Biblical one) say about giving all you 
have to live on to the church?

      - Why did Jesus point out that she gave EVERYTHING she had and not just end
         His statement after referring to her poverty?

     - Do you put more emphasis on “sound financial planning” or on Biblical/God- 
       honoring giving? 

We are very private about what we give (or don’t give), and are often fearful that 
others will know what we give (or don’t give).  This event was very public and not 
only the giving was observed, but also what the amounts were.  Would your giving 
change if it was made public?  

     - Would you describe your giving out of obedience or obligation? 

     - Do you base your giving on a percentage (tithe/10%) or do you seek God
       regularly on what to give?

APPLICATION/TAKING IT HOME

From the verses/questions above, personalize and apply those verses to your life. 

How does your attitude and actions regarding giving and service reflect your view 
and understanding of sacrifice?

If you were to be honest about your giving and service, would you describe it as 
costing you something?

     - Do you give based on your abundance or sacrifice?

     - Do you serve the Lord based on your leisure or your love and gratitude?

Spend time this week and prayerfully ask God and evaluate your giving and 
service.  

     - Ask God to show you your level of sacrifice and confess anything that you
       need to.
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