
 
 
 
 

 
 

  

What Do We Do When Our Plans Fall Through 

 

Jesus is STILL Our Ascended Lord 

 

 May 23 & 24, 2020 
 

 



 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome! 

Thank you for joining us at our online worship service! We’re glad you found us and pray this worship service is a 

blessing to your faith.  We are a new mission plant on the west side of Arvada, CO, and are excited to still be able to 

bring you God’s Word via online worship.  If you have any questions for Pastor Jeremy, his contact info is above.  If 

our congregation can serve you, please let us know!  Fill out our digital connection card.   

 

 

Whole Family Worship 

 

We encourage your whole family to worship together – today and every day.  Encourage your children to sit with 

you and participate in the spoken parts as they are able. 

 

• The Lord’s Prayer and Apostles’ Creed are repeated every Sunday and one great benefit to that is 

memorization!  Teach these important faith tools to your children and watch them participate in no time! 

 

• The children’s devotion Pastor does every Sunday concludes with a prayer that children are encouraged to 

repeat after pastor.  This is another valuable opportunity to teach you children the importance of praying.     

 

 

Giving Thanks & Support 

 

Offering:  The members of Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran Church have joined to do the Lord's work in this 

community and around the world.  Guests are welcome to participate in supporting our ministry, but certainly do 

not feel obligated.  Many of our members give online.  If you’d like to donate online, head to svlcandelas.org, then 

click on the “Give” tab.  You can also mail your check to our sister church at 8997 W. 88th Ave. Westminster, CO. 

 

Connection Cards:  We would love for you to fill out a digital connection card.  You can find it in the description 

below the YouTube video.  

 

 

Worship Service Focus 

 

How Can I Live My Life with All That’s Going on?  --   This Sunday we observe Jesus’ ascension.  In a sense, it is 

Jesus’ coronation as King of kings and Lord of lords.  He accomplished all the Heavenly Father asked him to do and 

now he takes up the full use of his power and authority again.    Jesus now rules all for the benefit of all believers.  

That’s a tremendous comfort when our godly plans fall through.   

 

Today in Acts 16, we’ll see how the apostle Paul tried to do what God commissioned him for, only to be stopped by 

Jesus himself!  Why would he do that?  What can we learn from that for our own lives?  

 

Pastor:  Jeremy Belter  
candelaspastor@gmail.com 
720.441.3182 (text or call) 

 
 

Church Website: svlcandelas.org 
Connect with us on Facebook & Instagram 
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Worship & Praise 

 
Welcome – Pastor Jeremy Belter 
 
 
Opening Song - Alleluia! Sing to Jesus 
 
Alleluia! Sing to Jesus; His the scepter, his the throne; 
Alleluia! His the triumph, His the victory alone. 
Hark! The songs of peaceful Zion thunder like a mighty flood: 
“Jesus out of ev’ry nation has redeemed us by his blood.” 
 
Alleluia! Bread of heaven, here on earth our food, our stay; 
Alleluia! Here the sinful flee to you from day to day. 
Intercessor, Friend of sinners, earth’s Redeemer, hear our plea 
Where the songs of all the sinless sweep across the crystal sea. 
 

 
PSALM OF PRAISE 
 
M In the name of the Father and of the Son + and of the Holy Spirit.  
C Amen. 
 
M Christ is risen! 
C He is risen, indeed!  Alleluia! 
 
M Clap your hands, all you nations; shout to God with cries of joy. 

C For the LORD Most High is awesome, the great King over all the earth. 

 

M He subdued nations under us, peoples under our feet. 

C He chose our inheritance for us, the pride of Jacob, whom he loved.  

 

M God has ascended amid shouts of joy,  

C the LORD amid the sounding of trumpets. 

 

M Our Lord Jesus Christ ascended to heaven after he accomplished his Father’s plan of salvation, the salvation of the 

world.  God’s Son came in humility to rescue us from our sin.  Let us in humility, approach our Savior and ask him to 

forgive us.           

C Lord Jesus, hear me for I have sinned. My life does not match your holy standards.  You came to this earth 

rescue me from my own sin and I pray you would hear my cry for mercy.   

 
M Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again.  Your Savior Jesus did accomplish his Father’s plan of 

salvation and so your sins are removed.  Christ ascended amid shouts of joy and triumph to take up his position as 
your intercessor now and forever.  Christ hears your prayer and because of his mercy, declares you are forgiven, in 
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.   

C Sing praises to God, sing praises; sing praises to our King, sing praises. For God is the King of all the earth; 

     sing to him a psalm of praise. 

 
 

Song of Praise – Alleluia! Sing to Jesus 

 
Alleluia! Not as orphans are we left in sorrow now; 
Alleluia! He is near us; faith believes, nor questions how. 
Though the cloud from sight received him when the forty days were o’er, 
Shall our hearts forget his promise: “I am with you evermore”? 
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Prayer of the Day 
 
M Lord Jesus, King of glory, you ascended far above the heavens and now you fill heaven and earth.  You are at 

God’s right hand ruling the nations and working all things for the benefit of your people.  Do not leave us alone, but 
send us your Holy Spirit that we may be your witnesses in all the world for the glory of your name.   

C (spoken) Amen.   

 
 

Children’s Lesson  
We have a special devotion just for kids so they can learn the good news of Jesus. 

 
 

God’s Word 
 

Scripture Lesson: Acts 16:6-15 
Missionary Paul had godly plans in place to preach the gospel.  Jesus said no, but only because he had something better in 
mind.  That is always the case with Jesus' "No" to our godly plans, he has something better planned.   

 
 6 Paul and his companions traveled throughout the region of Phrygia and Galatia, having been kept by the Holy Spirit 

from preaching the word in the province of Asia. 7 When they came to the border of Mysia, they tried to enter Bithynia, but 

the Spirit of Jesus would not allow them to. 8 So they passed by Mysia and went down to Troas. 9 During the night Paul had 

a vision of a man of Macedonia standing and begging him, “Come over to Macedonia and help us.” 10 After Paul had seen 

the vision, we got ready at once to leave for Macedonia, concluding that God had called us to preach the gospel to them. 

11 From Troas we put out to sea and sailed straight for Samothrace, and the next day we went on to Neapolis. 12 From 

there we traveled to Philippi, a Roman colony and the leading city of that district of Macedonia. And we stayed there 

several days. 

13 On the Sabbath we went outside the city gate to the river, where we expected to find a place of prayer. We sat down 

and began to speak to the women who had gathered there. 14 One of those listening was a woman from the city of 

Thyatira named Lydia, a dealer in purple cloth. She was a worshiper of God. The Lord opened her heart to respond to 

Paul’s message. 15 When she and the members of her household were baptized, she invited us to her home. “If you consider 

me a believer in the Lord,” she said, “come and stay at my house.” And she persuaded us. 

 

 

 

Gospel: Luke 24:44-53 
 
44 He said to them, “This is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything must be fulfilled that is written about me in 

the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.” 

45 Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. 46 He told them, “This is what is written: The Messiah 

will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, 47 and repentance for the forgiveness of sins will be preached in his 

name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these things. 49 I am going to send you what my Father 

has promised; but stay in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high.” 

50 When he had led them out to the vicinity of Bethany, he lifted up his hands and blessed them. 51 While he was blessing 

them, he left them and was taken up into heaven. 52 Then they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great 

joy. 53 And they stayed continually at the temple, praising God. 

 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise be to you, O Christ! 
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Song of the Day – A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing 
 

A hymn of glory let us sing! New songs throughout the world shall ring: 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Christ, by a road before untrod, ascends unto the throne of God. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
Be now our joy on earth, O Lord, and be our future great reward. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Then, throned with you forever, we shall praise your name eternally. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

 

Sermon 
 

Sermon is based on God’s Word from Acts 16:6-15 

 

Sermon Theme: God’s No is His Yes! 

 

 

 6 Paul and his companions traveled throughout the region of Phrygia and Galatia, having been kept by the Holy Spirit 

from preaching the word in the province of Asia. 7 When they came to the border of Mysia, they tried to enter Bithynia, but 

the Spirit of Jesus would not allow them to. 8 So they passed by Mysia and went down to Troas. 9 During the night Paul had 

a vision of a man of Macedonia standing and begging him, “Come over to Macedonia and help us.” 10 After Paul had seen 

the vision, we got ready at once to leave for Macedonia, concluding that God had called us to preach the gospel to them. 

11 From Troas we put out to sea and sailed straight for Samothrace, and the next day we went on to Neapolis. 12 From 

there we traveled to Philippi, a Roman colony and the leading city of that district[a] of Macedonia. And we stayed there 

several days. 

13 On the Sabbath we went outside the city gate to the river, where we expected to find a place of prayer. We sat down 

and began to speak to the women who had gathered there. 14 One of those listening was a woman from the city of 

Thyatira named Lydia, a dealer in purple cloth. She was a worshiper of God. The Lord opened her heart to respond to 

Paul’s message. 15 When she and the members of her household were baptized, she invited us to her home. “If you consider 

me a believer in the Lord,” she said, “come and stay at my house.” And she persuaded us. 

 
 

Personal Sermon Notes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=acts+16&version=NIV#fen-NIV-27496a
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Song of the Day – A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing 

 
From all that dwell below the skies let the Creator’s praise arise. 
Alleluia! Alleluia!  
Let the Redeemer’s name be sung through ev’ry land, by ev’ry tongue. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 
 

Prayer of the Church & The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Special prayers are said by Pastor here.   
 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
 done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
 trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
 temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
 glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Holy Communion 

(You can find questions for preparation  
in the announcements at the back of this worship folder) 

 
P The Lord be with you.  
C And also with you.  
 
P Lift up your hearts.  
C We lift them up to the Lord.  
 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.  
C It is good and right so to do.  
 
P In Holy Communion, God gives us a unique opportunity to publicly confess our unity of faith. He also gives us in a 

tangible way reassurance that it was his blood, not ours, his body, not ours which paid the ransom price and sealed 
our salvation. With joy in our hearts, we hear the words of our Savior spoken just as they were almost two 
thousand years ago.   

 
 

Words of Institution 
 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread.  When he had given thanks he broke it and gave 

it to his disciples and said, “Take and eat, this is my body given for you.  Do this in remembrance of me.” 
 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks and gave it to them saying, “This is my blood of the new covenant, which is 
poured for you for the forgiveness of sins.  Do this whenever you drink it in remembrance of me.” 
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you. 
C And also with you!   

 
Parting Blessing 

 
 

P  The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  The Lord look on 
you with favor and give you peace.   

C Amen 
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Sermon Study for Acts 16:1-34  – May 24, 2020 

 

 

All people shall be able to trust Jesus’ direction for their own eternal good 

 

 

Getting to Know You 

 

• The pandemic has brought out the best and worst in people.  Let’s focus on the positive.  Pick one of the 

following to share.  1.  What blessings have you seen as a result of the pandemic?  2. What positive or good 

thing have you learned about yourself?  

 

 

Getting into the Bible 

 

 
 

 
1. Above is a map of Paul’s second missionary journey. Below you can jot down notes about what happened at these 

spots and why this trip started.  You could read about the whole trip in Acts 15:36-18:22 

 

• Acts 15:36-41 == Antioch   

• Acts 16:1-5 == Derbe/Lystra/Iconium/Antioch in Pisidia  

• Acts 16:6-8 == Where now? Asia? Ephesus? Bithynia?  
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2.  After listening to all that, in what ways did Paul’s plans take shape?   

 

 

3.  In what ways did the trip not go according to Paul’s plan?  

 

 

4.  Put yourself in Paul’s shoes.  What is going through your mind?     

 

 

 

Going Deeper 

 

5.  Jesus’ Ascension and almighty rule helps us to find comfort in these situations like Paul’s. Explain briefly 

Jesus’ ascension and what it means.  Use these verses below to help each of us find comfort as plans change 

because Jesus is our ascended Lord.    

 

• Psalm 25:4–5; Psalm 47:5-8; Ephesians 1:22–23. 

 

 

Getting into the Bible 

 

6. Jesus had a purpose in prohibiting Paul and the mission team from going to Asia or Bithynia.  As I read 

through Acts 16:9-34 jot down as many reasons you can that Jesus sent Paul to Europe.   

 

 

 

7.  Paul’s reaction to being flogged & thrown into the inner jail is mind-blowing.  Looking at Acts 16:25, 29-31 

and compare Paul’s reaction to what you think your reaction would be to these things.   

 

 

 

 

 

Going Deeper 

 

8.  What does that show you about Jesus, his wisdom, his plan, and our role in life? Share as many insights as 

you can.   

 

9. What we learn in this section is important for a pandemic world and for our life in general.  We make plans 

and they change.  We can make godly plans and God can put a roadblock in their way.  Help me! Help 

yourself! Help others!  Below write a proverb, saying, or prayer that helps encapsulate the trust you can and 

need to have in Jesus’ direction in your life.    
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Happening @ Shepherd Candelas 
 

Next Steps - Thank you for joining us for worship.  What's next?  Here's some next steps! 

 
• Join us for worship next Sunday!  We worship at 9:00 am every Sunday, right here! 

• Would you like to learn more about what the Bible and Lutherans teach?  Take Bible 101.  Fill out a Connection 
card with your contact info to learn more! 

 

• Would you like to get involved with our worship team or join a Hospitality team?  Check out the Worship & Serve 
sections to find contact info. 

 

• Would you like to learn more about becoming a member of Shepherd?  Talk to Pastor Jeremy.  Schedule lunch or 
coffee with him!  Bible 101 is the class to take with him.   

 

• Learn more about Baptism for yourself, a friend, or your children by speaking with Pastor Jeremy.  It’s free!   
 

 
Thank You - You could have chosen to be anywhere this morning and you chose to spend it here, so thank you.  To our 
guests and visitors this morning we pray your time with us has been enjoyable.  If you have any questions, feel free to 
speak with Pastor Jeremy after the service.  You can also text/email him and schedule lunch or coffee.  He’d love to get to 
know you better and let you know more about Shepherd.  720.441.3182.  Let us know how we can serve you! 
 
Free Gift for Guests - If you are joining us for the first time today, we have a special gift for you.  It's in a small bag at 
each exit.  Someone from our Greeting team will get you one.  Please take one and enjoy the coffee on us and join us for 
worship again soon!  
 
Baptism Opportunities - Christians have been baptizing infants and adults for 2000 years and we do as well. You do not 
need to be a member to be baptized. If you, or a little one you know, would like to be baptized or learn more about 
baptism please speak with Pastor Jeremy at any time.  His contact info is above.   
 
 
 

 
 
Holy Communion – We celebrate Holy Communion as a church family on the 1st Sunday of every month.  If you and your 
family desire Communion in between then or are sick and miss out, please speak with Pastor Jeremy to set up private 
Communion with him.  
 
 

 
Bible 101 – This is a 10 lesson Bible class designed for anyone interested in learning about what the Bible and Lutherans 
teach, as well as anyone interested in joining Shepherd of the Valley.  Contact Pastor Jeremy (720-441-3182) to learn 
more or get signed up for the next class.  All are welcome to attend this online class.   
 
Shepherd Kidz – Our teachers are eagerly planning to launch Shepherd Kidz!  Check out page 2 of this worship folder for 
more information on Shepherd Kidz.  We’ll launch when we are able to worship in person!   

GROW 

WORSHIP 
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Mornings with Mommy – Every 2nd & 4th Tuesday from 9:30-10:30 AM we host an educational playdate opportunity at 
the Parkview Fitness Center in Candelas.  This is a great way for moms to get together and for kids to have an educational 
play experience.  The best part is…you don’t have to clean-up!  There are information sheets on the back table.  Take one 
to learn more.  Contact Jen Scharf (scharfnj@gmail.com) to help!   
 
Currently we are not holding Mornings with Mommy due to meeting restrictions.  
 

 
 

 
Serving Today 

 
Hospitality Team Help Needed – A great way to step up and get involved at Shepherd Candelas is to sign up for a 
hospitality team.  You serve for a month of Sundays and there are subs if you need one.  Our hospitality team is 
responsible for setup and takedown, greeting, handing our worship folders and collecting the offering, and putting 
together the refreshment station.  If you're interested in learning more or signing up for a hospitality team (there is training 
and it's easy to do!!) speak to our Hospitality Team Coordinator - Dan Schulz (cheesehead.djs@gmail.com)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

REACH 

SERVE 

mailto:scharfnj@gmail.com
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