
Tips for Memorizing Verses 
 
As you start to memorize a verse… 
 
1. Read the context of the verse in your Bible.  This will help you understand the 
setting of the verse. 
 
2. Get a clear understanding of what each verse actually means.  You may want to 
read the verse in one or two translations or paraphrases to get a better grasp of the 
meaning. 
 
3. Read the verse through several times thoughtfully, aloud, or in a whisper. This will 
help you grasp the verse as a whole.  Each time you read it, say the topic, reference, 
verse, and then the reference again. 
 
For example:  
 

Topic:  The Word 
Reference:  Joshua 1:8 
 
“Do not let this Book of the Law depart from your mouth; meditate on it day and 
night, so that you may be careful to do everything written in it.  Then you will be 
prosperous and successful.” 
 
Reference:  Joshua 1:8 

 
Doing it in this way will help you remember where to find it, and what topic it deals with 
so you can pull it out any time anywhere – even if you forget a little bit of it. 
 
4. Discuss the verse with God in prayer and continue to seek His help for being 
successful in Scripture memory. 
 
5. Work on the verse aloud as often as possible. 
 
6. Learn the topic, reference and first phrase as a unit at first.  Then add additional 
phrases after you feel comfortable in quoting correctly what you have already learned. 
 
7. Choose a time when your mind is free from outside distractions.  Just before going 
to bed at night, or just when you get up are excellent times for memorizing.  Just keep 
in mind if you are a “night” person or a “morning person.” 
 
8. As you memorize and review the verse, think about how it applies to your own life 
and daily circumstances. 
 



9.  Always include the topic and reference as a part of the verse.  If you forget part of 
the verse, you can easily look it up again if you know what it’s about and where to find 
it. 
 
10. It’s always helpful to use spare moments during your day, such as while waiting, 
walking or driving to review or meditate on verses. 
 
11. After you can say the topic, reference, verse, and reference correctly, it’s helpful to 
write out the verse.  This deepens the impression in your mind. 
 
12. Review the verse immediately and frequently in the first few days after learning the 
verse.  This is crucial to getting the verse firmly fixed in your mind. 
 
13. Review! Review! Review!  Repetition is the best method to deepen your 
impressions of verses and to maintain an ability to quote them accurately. 
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