
Holy Week Letter from Fr. Vern:    April 1, 2020 
 
 
Dear Saints, 
  
As we proceed through this pandemic, I am reminded of the saying in Star Trek that we 
are boldly going where no one has gone before. These are interesting times, to say the 
least. We are approaching Holy Week and I must admit that it is depressing knowing that 
we will not be together to celebrate the week that changed the world. However, please 
know you are all in my prayers for safety, health and growth in the Lord. I am hoping that 
the plans we have for the following week will be a blessing to everyone. 
  
On Palm Sunday, we will have special service with message on Facebook Live at 9 AM. 
Starting at 10:30 AM, Laura and I will be at the Cool Springs Parking lot, until 11:30 
AM. I want to encourage everyone to drive by to receive a blessed palm branch and a 
package of blessed Communion wafers. Both of these will be blessed practicing safe 
distancing techniques and hygiene. We will take care to be mindful of the crisis we are in 
while trying to minister and celebrate the Triumphal Entry of our Lord into Jerusalem 
before his Passion and death. Please do not use the blessed wafers until we gather again, 
through Facebook Live, for our Maundy Thursday celebration. This will occur on 
Thursday April 9th at 7 PM. We will use this service to look at the men who were at the 
table with Jesus when he instituted the Lord’s Supper and how they followed him unto 
death. I hope it will inform you of the impact Jesus had on their lives. In recognition of 
the first Communion, we will have a time to use the blessed wafers to celebrate once 
again this sacrament. Bishop Guernsey has given us approval for this.  
  
Good Friday, April 10th, we will have the 7 Last Sayings of Jesus on Facebook Live. I 
have listed the 7 Sayings below and am asking for a different person to sign-up for each 
one. Please reply by writing your name next to the saying you would like to do in a 
different color and replying to “all” so we do not have several people doing the same 
passage. I would like for people to make a 3 minute (and not one second longer!) video 
and send it to me via e-mail. I will upload them to our Facebook page so everyone may 
view them and comment. Then on Good Friday at 7 PM we will have a Good Friday 
message and prayers on Facebook Live. 
  
I have not made any decisions about how to approach Easter at this point. I will keep you 
posted as to what I come up with. At the least, I will distribute consecrated wafers this 
week to cover us for that day also. 
  
When Laura and I are at Cool Spring Sunday, we will be putting out 18” x 24” signs of 
encouragement for people who drive by. We are asking anyone in the congregation to 
make a sign of any material (cardboard, paper, poster board) and we will attach them to 
the yard signs which we already have. Please offer a Bible quote, prayer or general 
uplifting message to let the neighborhood know we are thinking and praying for them. 
You may drop them by our house or give them to us on Palm Sunday. 
  



Please know that I am available for any pastoral needs you may have. Please know that I 
am also available by phone if that would be helpful. Your prayers are coveted for our 
community and for each other. Pray without ceasing! Blessings to you all. 
  
In His Grip, 
  
Fr. Vern+ 
  
><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> 
  
7 Last Sayings of Jesus 
  
First Words: Luke 23:34: “Father, forgive them, for they not know what they are doing.” 
  
Second Words: Luke 23:43: “Today you will be with me in paradise.” 
  
Third Words: John 19:26: “Dear woman, here is your son . . . Here is your mother” 
  
Fourth Words: Matthew 27:46: “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” 
  
Fifth Words: John 19:28: “I am thirsty” 
  
Sixth Words: John 19:30: “It is finished.” 
  
Seventh Words: Luke 23:46: “Father, into your hands I commit my spirit.” 
	


