
  

 

Arkansas-Oklahoma Synod Assembly 

Words of Reformation Sunday Eucharist 
 

May 7, 2017 
 

GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

Processional Hymn   Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing     Bulletin pp. 8 

Welcome 

Easter Greeting  

  Alleluia! Christ is Risen!   He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

  Alleluia! Christ is Risen!   He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

  Alleluia! Christ is Risen!  He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 

All Are Welcome – Call to Worship       Bulletin pp. 9 

Holy God of Abundance, 

In the resurrection of Jesus, you demonstrate once again that you make beautiful things out of dust and ashes.  You 

make beautiful things out of us.  Through your Holy Spirit, you bring us together as a synod.  We are a band of believers 

supporting each other trying to live in response to your abundant grace.  Let us be a people, be your people, in whom all 

are truly welcome.  

May all be truly welcome  

Welcome in this place 

 

1 Let us build a house where love can dwell 

and all can safely live, 

a place where saints and children tell 

how hearts learn to forgive.  

Built of hopes and dreams and visions, 

rock of faith and vault of grace; 

here the love of Christ shall end divisions: 

All are welcome, all are welcome, 

all are welcome in this place. 
 

Holy God of Abundance, 

Use us, your Church, to build bridges and create safe shelters for all people.  Bless the ministries in our synod actively 

working toward reconciliation in homes, communities and the world.  Make us signs of your hope and grace. 

Let us be people of welcome for all your children.  Open us to the wonder of your love that makes all things new and the 

impossible possible.  Expand the imagination of our church councils and committees that we might dare to be curious 

and seek new ways be your Church. May all be truly welcome 

Welcome in this place. 

2 Let us build a house where prophets speak,  

and words are strong and true, 

where all God's children dare to seek 

to dream God's reign anew. 

Here the cross shall stand as witness 

and as symbol of God's grace; 

here as one we claim the faith of Jesus:   

All are welcome, all are welcome, 

all are welcome in this place. 
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3     Let us build a house where love is found 

in water, wine and wheat: 

a banquet hall on holy ground 

where peace and justice meet. 

Here the love of God, through Jesus, 

is revealed in time and space; 

as we share in Christ the feast that frees us:   

All are welcome, all are welcome, 

all are welcome in this place. 

 

 

Holy God of Abundance, 

Rekindle in us compassion for the hungry, the outcast, stranger, and refugee.  Bless the food ministries, the refugee 

services, the ministries to the poor in our synod.  Be present at all the tables we gather around – the communion table, 

the kitchen table, the board room table, and our neighbor’s table.  

Let us see you in the face of others.  Remind us that others look to us to see your face.  Forgive us when what we 

present is ugly, unwelcome or cruel.  May all be truly welcome 

Welcome in this place. 

5 Let us build a house where all are named, 

their songs and visions heard 

and loved and treasured, taught and claimed 

as words within the Word. 

Built of tears and cries and laughter, 

prayers of faith and songs of grace, 

let this house proclaim from floor to rafter:   

All are welcome, all are welcome, 

all are welcome in this place. 

Holy God of Abundance, 

You have called us by name and we are yours!  Create in every community of faith an awareness of each other.  

Awareness that leads to gracious kindness and understanding. Expand our empathy not just to each other, but into our 

neighborhoods, families and world.  

Strengthen the congregations of the Arkansas-Oklahoma Synod.  Make us grow in faith and understanding, love for you 

and love for all our neighbors. May all be truly welcome 

Welcome in this place. 

Prayer of the Day 

 

O God our shepherd, you know your sheep by name and lead us to safety through the valleys of death. Guide us 

by your voice, that we may walk in certainty and security to the joyous feast prepared in your house, through 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

Amen. 

4 Let us build a house where hands will reach 

beyond the wood and stone 

to heal and strengthen, serve and teach, 

and live the Word they've known. 

Here the outcast and the stranger 

bear the image of God's face; 

let us bring an end to fear and danger:   

All are welcome, all are welcome, 

all are welcome in this place. 
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WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

FIRST READING: Acts 2:42-47 

A reading from Acts. 

42[The baptized] devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers. 

  43Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were being done by the apostles. 44All who believed 

were together and had all things in common; 45they would sell their possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds 

to all, as any had need. 46Day by day, as they spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate 

their food with glad and generous hearts, 47praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. And day by day the 

Lord added to their number those who were being saved. 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM: Psalm 23 

 1The LORD| is my shepherd; 

  I shall not | be in want. 

 2The LORD makes me lie down | in green pastures 

  and leads me be- | side still waters. 

 3You restore my | soul, O LORD, 

  and guide me along right pathways | for your name’s sake. 

 4Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall | fear no evil; 

  for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they | comfort me. R 

 5You prepare a table before me in the presence | of my enemies; 

  you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is | running over. 

 6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days | of my life, 

  and I will dwell in the house of the | LORD forever. R 

 

SECOND READING: 1 Peter 2:19-25 

A reading from 1 Peter. 

19It is a credit to you if, being aware of God, you endure pain while suffering unjustly. 20If you endure when you are 

beaten for doing wrong, what credit is that? But if you endure when you do right and suffer for it, you have God’s 

approval. 21For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you 

should follow in his steps. 

 22“He committed no sin, 

  and no deceit was found in his mouth.” 
23When he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he suffered, he did not threaten; but he entrusted himself to the 

one who judges justly. 24He himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, so that, free from sins, we might live for 

righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed. 25For you were going astray like sheep, but now you have returned 

to the shepherd and guardian of your souls.  

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God.  
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

  

 

 

 

 

 

GOSPEL: John 10:1-10 

The holy gospel according to John. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

[Jesus said:] 1“Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate but climbs in by another way is 

a thief and a bandit. 2The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. 3The gatekeeper opens the gate for 

him, and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 4When he has brought out all his 

own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him because they know his voice. 5They will not follow a stranger, but 

they will run from him because they do not know the voice of strangers.” 6Jesus used this figure of speech with them, 

but they did not understand what he was saying to them. 

  7So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. 8All who came before me are thieves 

and bandits; but the sheep did not listen to them. 9I am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved, and will come in 

and go out and find pasture. 10The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life, and 

have it abundantly.” 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon                Bishop Michael K. Girlinghouse 

Hymn of the Day   Savior Like a Shepherd Lead Us              Bulletin pp. 10 

 

Commissioning & Blessing of the Synod          Insert  

 

Peace 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

Offering  

The offerings from this year’s Assembly will be divided equally between Oaks Indian Mission and the ELCA World 

Hunger Appeal.  Thank you for your gifts! 
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Offering Song  
The offering is brought forward as the assembly sings. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Offering Prayer 

Let us pray. 

Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you shower us with blessings. As you have 

raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad and generous hearts, ready to praise you and to respond to all those 

in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

Thanksgiving at the Table 

O God most mighty, O God most merciful, 

O God our rock and our salvation, 

hear us as we praise, call us to your table, grant us your life. 

When the earth was a formless void, you formed order and beauty. 

When Abraham and Sarah were barren, you sent them a child; 

When the Israelites were enslaved, you led them to freedom. 

Ruth faced starvation, David fought Goliath, and the psalmists cried out for healing, 

and full of compassion, you granted the people your life. 
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You entered our sorrows in Jesus our brother. 

He was born among the poor, he lived under oppression, he wept over the city. 

With infinite love, he granted the people your life. 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Remembering his death, we cry out Amen. [Amen.] 

Celebrating his resurrection, we shout Amen. [Amen.] 

Trusting his presence in every time and place, we plead Amen. [Amen.] 

 

O God, you are Breath: send your Spirit on this meal. 

O God, you are Bread: feed us with yourself. 

O God, you are wine: warm our hearts and make us one. 

O God, you are Fire: transform us with hope. 

 

O God most majestic, O God most motherly, 

O God our strength and our song, 

you show us a vision of a tree of life 

with fruits for all and leaves that heal the nations. 

 

Grant us such life, 

the life of the Father to the Son, 

the life of the Spirit of our risen Savior, 

life in you, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 

who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen. 
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Distribution  

All are welcome to come to the Lord’s Table.  Those who do not commune are invited to come for a blessing.  

There will be three stations to receive communion.  The station at the center has gluten free bread and grape 

juice.  Please receive the bread in your open palm, dip the bread in the wine or grape juice and receive both 

together. 

Communion Hymn                            The King of Love My Shepherd Is                              Bulletin pp. 11 

Blessing 

You have been fed and nourished by the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ.  May it strengthen you and 

keep you in God’s grace!  Amen.  

Prayer After Communion 

Let us pray. 

God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have united us with Christ, making us one 

with all your people. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love 

to the world and continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Amen.   

SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

Announcements/Photo Greetings 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

Recessional Hymn    Hallelujah! Jesus Lives!          Bulletin pp. 12 

   

 

Go in peace, Christ is with you! 

Thanks be to God! 
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Worship Songs 
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