
 
 

Words of Reformation 
The Lutheran Movement at 500 

 
 

Celebration Worship 
Friday, May 5, 2017 

 

Gathering 
 
 
 
Welcome 
 
All stand and face the font. 

 
Confession and Forgiveness 
 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

 
Blessed be the   holy Trinity, the one who fashions us, the one who heals us, the one who 
reforms us again and again. 
Amen. 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
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Source of all life, 
we confess that we have not allowed 
your grace to set us free. 
We fear that we are not good enough. 
We hear your word of love freely given to us, 
yet we expect others to earn it. 
We turn the church inward, 
rather than moving it outward. 
Forgive us. Stir us. 
Reform us to be a church powered by love, 
willing to speak for what is right, 
act for what is just, 
and seek the healing of your whole creation. 
Amen. 
 
God hears our cry and sends the Spirit to change us 
and to empower our lives in the world. 
Our sins are forgiven, 

☩ God’s love is unconditional, 
and we are raised up as God’s people 
who will always be made new, 
in the name of Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 
Gathering Song Morning Has Broken 
 
Morning Has Broken 
Eleanor Farjeon 

 
Instrumental introduction 
 
Verse 1 
Morning has broken, like the first morning  
Blackbird has spoken, like the first bird  
Praise for the singing, praise for the morning  
Praise for them springing fresh from the world  
 
Instrumental transition 
 
Verse 2 
Sweet the rain's new fall, sunlit from heaven  
Like the first dew fall, on the first grass  
Praise for the sweetness of the wet garden  
Sprung in completeness where his feet pass  
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Instrumental transition 
 
Verse 3 
Mine is the sunlight, mine is the morning  
Born of the one light, Eden saw play  
Praise with elation, praise every morning  
God's recreation of the new day  
 
Instrumental transition 
 
Verse 4 
Morning has broken, like the first morning  
Blackbird has spoken, like the first bird  
Praise for the singing, praise for the morning  
Praise for them springing fresh from the world  
 
Call to Worship 
 
God, our God, you are trustworthy and true. 
We gather as a people of faith who rest in the promise of Christ. 
 
God, our God, you are the author of creation and the gift of new life. 
We gather as people of wonder who rejoice in the power of the Spirit. 
 
God, our God, your love is steadfast and your compassion is sure. 
We gather as people of grace who live in mercy of our Father. 
 
God, our God, reform us, 
Renew us, 
Restore us, 
Renovate us, 
Transform us, 
Change us, 
Call us to be your people, 
Gather us as a mother hen gathers her chicks. 
 
God, our God, you are Father, Son   and Holy Spirit. 
We gather as your people to sing your praises and give thanks for all your blessings! 
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Song of Praise Shout to the North 
 
Shout to the North  
Martin Smith 

 
Verse 1 
Men of faith rise up and sing, 
Of the great and glorious King. 
You are strong when you feel weak, 
In your brokenness complete. 
 
Chorus 

Shout to the north and the south, 
Sing to the east and the west. 
Jesus is savior to all, 
Lord of heaven and earth. 

 
Verse 2 
Rise up women of the truth, 
Stand and sing to broken hearts. 
Who can know the healing power, 
Of our awesome King of Love 
 
Repeat Chorus 
 
Bridge 

We've been through fire, 
We've been through rain, 
We've been refined by the power of his name, 
We've fallen deeper in love with You, 
You've burned the truth on our lips 

 
Repeat Chorus 
 

Verse 3 
Rise up, church with broken wings, 
Fill this place with songs again, 
Of our God who reigns on high, 
By his grace again we'll fly. 
 

Repeat Chorus 
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Prayer of the Day 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Let us pray. 
 
A brief silence is observed. 

 
Almighty God, gracious Lord,  
we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit 
on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your word, protect and comfort them in 
times of trial, defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church your 
saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 
 

Word 
 
First Reading Jeremiah 31:31-34 
 
31The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the house of 
Israel and the house of Judah. 32It will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors 
when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they 
broke, though I was their husband, says the LORD. 33But this is the covenant that I will make with 
the house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will write 
it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34No longer shall they 
teach one another, or say to each other, “Know the LORD,” for they shall all know me, from the 
least of them to the greatest, says the LORD; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their 
sin no more. 
 
Word of God, Word of Life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Second Reading Romans 3:19-28 
 
19Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so that 
every mouth may be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20For “no 
human being will be justified in his sight” by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law 
comes the knowledge of sin. 
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  21But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested by 
the law and the prophets, 22the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who 
believe. For there is no distinction, 23since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; 
24they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 
25whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective through faith. He 
did this to show his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the 
sins previously committed; 26it was to prove at the present time that he himself is righteous and 
that he justifies the one who has faith in Jesus. 
  27Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of works? No, but by 
the law of faith. 28For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed by 
the law. 
 
Word of God, Word of Life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Anthem You've Got a Friend/What a Friend We Have in Jesus  
 
 
Gospel John 8:31-36 
 
The holy gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
31Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, you are truly my 
disciples; 32and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.” 33They answered 
him, “We are descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you 
mean by saying, ‘You will be made free’?” 
  34Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. 
35The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place there 
forever. 36So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Sermon  Mr. William Horne II 
 ELCA Vice President 
 
Silence for Reflection 
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Song of the Day Talk it All Over With Him 
 
Talk It All Over With Him  
John Neal 
 
Verse 1 
I'm gonna sit down and rest gently lean on His breast 
I’ll talk it all over with Him 
I'll see my mother and dad truest friends that I've had 
I'll talk it all over with Him 
 

Chorus 
I'm gonna sit I'm going to stand up gonna walk all around 
I'll talk it all over with Him 
I'll meet old Peter and Paul but the best of it all 
I'll talk it all over with Him 

 
Verse 2 
Upon that land of sweet rest with the good and the blessed 
I'll talk it all over with Him 
I'll still be true to my Lord as we live in accord 
I'll talk it all over with Him 
 

Chorus 
I'm gonna sit I'm going to stand up gonna walk all around 
I'll talk it all over with Him 
I'll meet old Peter and Paul but the best of it all 
I'll talk it all over with Him 

 
Instrumental break 
 
Verse 3 
So many things in this land I shall ne'er understand 
I'll talk it all over with Him 
And by my Savior's dear side I will ever abide 
I'll talk it all over with Him 
 

Chorus 
I'm gonna sit I'm going to stand up gonna walk all around 
I'll talk it all over with Him 
I'll meet old Peter and Paul but the best of it all 
I'll talk it all over with Him 
I'll meet old Peter and Paul but the best of it all 
I'll talk it all over with Him 
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Anniversaries and Recognitions 
 
We welcome those new to the Arkansas-Oklahoma Synod: 
 
Rev. Kara Shaw,  Peace, Edgemont, AR 
Rev. Melissa Ehrhardt,  Rogers, AR 
Rev. Jon Myers, Joy, Tulsa 
Sister Jennie Myers, Joy, Tulsa 
Rev. Lynne O’Shea,  Holy Cross, Mountain Home,  AR 
 
We welcome those newly ordained and consecrated: 
 
Rev. Peter Olson,  Faith, Enid, OK,  Zion, Perry, OK, St. Paul, Marshall, OK (UCC) 
 
We celebrate the ministries of those celebrating anniversaries of ordination and consecration: 
 
Rev. Ethan Hulme 5 years 
Rev. Marilyn Robinson 5 years 
Rev. Robert Martin 5 years 
Deacon Diane Bloodworth 10 years 
Rev. Melissa Ehrhardt 10 years 
Rev. Susan Flemr 15 years 
Rev. Mark Borseth 20 years 
Rev. Kathrin Radach 25 years 
Rev. Michael Girlinghouse 30 years 
Rev. Sherman Gordius 30 years 
Rev. Carlos Summers 35 years 
Rev. Marillyn Schultz 35 years 
Rev. Robert L. Anderson 50 years 
Rev. Hugo Schwartz 65 years 
Rev. Roy Grote 75 years 
 
We celebrate with congregations celebrating special anniversaries this year: 
 
The Lutheran Church of the Prince of Peace, Tulsa  65 years 

Good Shepherd, Fayetteville    50 years 

Shepherd of the Hills, N Little Rock   45 years 

Christ by the Lake, Bull Shoals   40 years 

Lord of the Lake, Diamond City   40 years 

Our Saviour, Jonesboro     30 years 

Joy, Tulsa      30 years 
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Prayers of Intercession 
 
Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people according to their 
needs. 
 
A brief silence is observed. 

 
We praise you, O God, for your goodness and your grace.  Reform and renew your people so 
that we more and more reflect your love and mercy in the world.  Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
We praise you, O God, for your compassion and mercy.  Where your Church is in error, correct 
us.  When we fail to follow, guide us.  When we lay trapped in the past, draw us into your 
future.  Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
We give you thanks, O God, for the Arkansas-Oklahoma Synod.  We pray for our leaders, 
pastors and deacons, and for all those who gather week after week around Word and 
Sacrament.   Equip us to be your saints in the world, and to proclaim you in word and deed.  
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
We give you thanks, O God, for the peacemakers of our world.  We pray for those who work to 
end violence, terror, hatred, racism and war.  Use us to build bridges of understanding and 
justice between diverse peoples, cultures and nations.  Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
We give you thanks, O God, for healers and caregivers who tend to our hurts and sorrows.  We 
pray for those who are sick in body, mind and spirit, and for those to whom death draws near.   
Especially those known to us… 
 
The assembly may speak aloud the names of those in need of healing and care. 

 
Hear us, O God, 
Your mercy is great. 
 
We  praise you, O God, for the gift of abundant and eternal life that is ours in Jesus Christ.  We 
pray for those who grieve, giving thanks for the lives of those they have lost and ask for you to 
bless their memory among us.  Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy, grace and 
love, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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Peace 
 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
Please share Christ’s peace with those around you as a sign of God’s love and welcome. 

 
Offering 
 
This year’s Assembly offerings will be divided between the Canopy Refugee Resettlement 
Ministry in NW Arkansas, and the Morogoro Diocese of Tanzania for drought relief and the 
support of Lay Evangelists.  Thank-you for your gifts! 
 
Offering Song The Unclouded Day 
 
The Unclouded Day  
J K Alwood 

 
Chorus 

Oh the land of cloudless days 
Oh the land of an unclouded sky 
Oh they tell me of a home where no storm clouds rise 
Oh they tell me of an unclouded day 

 
Verse 1 
Oh they tell me of a home far beyond the skies 
And they tell me of a home far a way 
Oh they tell me of a home where no storm clouds rise 
Oh they tell me of an unclouded day 
 
Verse 2 
Oh they tell me of a home where my friends have gone 
And they tell me of that land far away 
Where the Tree of Life in eternal bloom 
Sheds its' fragrance through the unclouded day 
 
Chorus 

Oh the land of cloudless days 
Oh the land of an unclouded sky 
Oh they tell me of a home where no storm clouds rise 
Oh they tell me of an unclouded day 

 
Instrumental break 
 



11 
 

Verse 3 
Oh they tell me of the King in His beauty there 
And they tell me that mine eyes shall behold 
Where He sits on a throne that is whiter than snow 
In the city that is made of gold 
 
Verse 4 
Oh! they tell me that He smiles on His children there 
And His smile drives their sorrows away 
And they tell me that no tears ever come again 
In that lovely land of unclouded day 
 
Chorus 

Oh the land of cloudless days 
Oh the land of an unclouded sky 
Oh they tell me of a home where no storm clouds rise 
Oh they tell me of an unclouded day 

 
Instrumental break 
 
Chorus 

Oh the land of cloudless days 
Oh the land of an unclouded sky 
Oh they tell me of a home where no storm clouds rise 
Oh they tell me of an unclouded day 

 
Offering Prayer 
 
Let us pray. 
 
A brief silence is observed. 
 
God of life, 
you give us these gifts of the earth, 
these resources of our life and our labor. 
Take them, offered in great thanksgiving, 
and use them to set a table that will heal the whole creation; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Light. 
Amen. 
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Meal 
The Great Thanksgiving 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, 
the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; 
who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. 
And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, 
with earth and sea and all their creatures, 
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Thanksgiving at the Table 
 
O God before time, O God at the end, 
we delight in the splendor of your universe. 
Daily we laud your continuing creation, 
and we give thanks for all that you have made. 
We glorify you, now and forever. 
We glorify you, now and forever. 
 
O God of the covenant, O God of the church, 
we hear you speaking to centuries of your people. 
We come as your children to this table, 
and we give thanks for your presence 
in and through all your children throughout the world. 
We praise you, now and forever. 
We praise you, now and forever. 
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You gave us Mary and Magdalene, Peter and Paul,  
And the witnesses and reformers,  
prophets and proclaimers of every age. 
We bless you, now and forever. 
We bless you, now and forever. 
 
You came as Jesus, our wisdom, our guide, 
embodying forgiveness, granting us grace, setting us free, 
dying for sin, and alive for the life of the world. 
We worship you, now and forever. 
We worship you, now and forever. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Remembering his death, we cry out Amen. 
Amen! 
Celebrating his resurrection, we shout Amen. 
Amen! 
Trusting his presence in every time and place, we plead Amen. 
Amen! 
 
Come, Holy Spirit, and make here the body of Christ. 
Breathe onto this food, that it bring us your life. 
By your Spirit, 
preserve what is faithful; 
reform what we treasure; 
create in us what is vital and new. 
We honor you, now and forever. 
We honor you, now and forever. 
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O God before time, O God at the end, 
O God who walks with us and goes before us, 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
Glory and praise, blessing and worship, 
honor and power and might be to you, our God, 
forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us, praying in the language of 
our hearts. 
 
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
Holy Communion 
 
All are welcome to the Lord’s Table. Those who do not commune are invited to come for a 
blessing.  Please cross your arms across your chest to indicate you would like to receive a 
blessing.   Gluten free bread and grape juice are available at the center station. 
 
Please come forward by way of the center aisle.  Receive the bread in your open palm, dip the 
bread in the wine or grape juice and take both elements together.  Please return to your seats 
by the side aisle. 
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Communion Songs 
 
Just a Closer Walk with Thee  
 
Chorus 

Just a closer walk with Thee. Grant it, Jesus is my plea. 
Daily, walking close to Thee, Let it be, dear Lord, let it be. 

 
Verse 1 
I am weak but Thou art strong. Jesus, keep me from all wrong. 
I'll be satisfied as long, as I walk, let me walk close to Thee. 
 
Verse 2 
Through this world of toil and snares, If I falter, Lord who cares? 
Who with me my burden shares? None but Thee, dear Lord, none but Thee. 
 
Chorus 

Just a closer walk with Thee. Grant it, Jesus is my plea. 
Daily, walking close to Thee, Let it be, dear Lord, let it be. 

 
Instrumental break 
 
Verse 3 
When my feeble life is o'er, Time for me will be no more. 
Guide me gently, safely o'er to Thy kingdom shore, to Thy shore. 
 
Chorus 

Just a closer walk with Thee. Grant it, Jesus is my plea. 
Daily, walking close to Thee, Let it be, dear Lord, let it be. 
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Less of Me  
Glen Campbell, Bobbie Gentry 

 
Verse 1 
Let me be a little kinder, Let me be a little blinder 
To the faults of those about me, Let me praise a little more  
Let me be when I am weary, Just a little bit more cheery  
Think a little more of others, And a little less of me 
 
Verse 2 
Let me be a little braver, When temptation bids me waver 
Let me strive a little harder, To be all that I should be 
Let me be a little meeker, With a brother who is weaker 
Let me think more of my neighbor, And a little less of me 
 
Instrumental break 
 
Verse 3 
Let me be when I am weary, just a little bit more cheery. 
Let me serve a little better those that I am striving for, 
Let me be a little meeker, With a brother that is weaker 
Let me think more of my neighbor, And a little less of me 
 
Instrumental break 
 
Repeat verse 1 
Let me be a little kinder, Let me be a little blinder 
To the faults of those about me, Let me praise a little more  
Let me be when I am weary, Just a little bit more cheery  
Think a little more of others, And a little less of me 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1T4TSNJ_enUS688US688&q=Glen+Campbell&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAONgVuLUz9U3MDSrMiwBAFmFd6oNAAAA&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwi27u_x4NbRAhUTz2MKHVU1DKAQMQgfMAA
https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1T4TSNJ_enUS688US688&q=Bobbie+Gentry&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAONgVuLUz9U3MLRMT8kFAP2kTUUNAAAA&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwi27u_x4NbRAhUTz2MKHVU1DKAQMQggMAA
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Prayer After Communion 
 
Let us pray. 
 
A brief silence is observed. 

 
Holy and compassionate God, 
in bread and wine you give us gifts 
that form us to be humble and courageous. 
May your words come to life 
in our serving and in our witness, 
that we might speak a living voice 
of healing and justice to all the world, 
through Jesus Christ, our rock and our redeemer. 
Amen. 
 

 
Sending 

 
Announcements 
 

 The Assembly resumes with Morning Prayer tomorrow morning at 8:00 AM 
 

 All nominations from the floor for positions other than the bishop, and all “late” 
resolutions must be submitted in writing to Secretary Holly Lantagne by 9:00 AM. 

 
 
Blessing 
 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 
Amen. 
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Sending Song River of Jordan 
 
RIVER OF JORDAN 
Hazel Houser 

 
Verse 1 
To the river of Jordan our Savior went one day 
And we read that John the Baptist met him there 
When John baptized Jesus in Jordan’s rushing waters 
The mighty power of God filled the air 
 
1st Chorus 
I’m on my way (to the River of Jordan) 
I’m gonna wade right in (in the rushing waters) 
I’m going down (down, down) to the River of Jordan 
And let the cool waters cleanse my soul 
 
Verse 1 
King Naaman was stricken with dreaded leprosy 
And he sent for the man of God to pray 
But Elisha said to Naaman  go dip yourself in Jordan 
And let the cool water wash your spots away 
 
2nd Chorus 
He went right in (to the rushing waters) 
to dip himself (in the River of Jordan) 
He went down (down, down) to the River of Jordan 
And the cool waters made him whole 
 
Verse 1 
The River of Jordan is many miles away 
This mighty river I may never see 
But I’ll find myself an altar in an old fashioned church 
And my River of Jordan that will be 
 
1st Chorus 
I’m on my way (to the River of Jordan) 
I’m gonna wade right in (in the rushing waters) 
I’m going down (down, down) to the River of Jordan 
And let the cool waters cleanse my soul 
 
Repeat First Chorus 
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Dismissal 
 
Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Copyright © 2017 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  License #1234 

 

+  +  + 
 
 

Leading Us in Worship: 
 
Presiding Minister Bishop Michael K. Girlinghouse 
Assisting Minister Alicia Urban,  Joy, Tulsa, OK 
Lector Penny Budzien, Resurrection, Yukon, OK 
 
 
Many thanks to the Bluegrass Worship  Band from United Lutheran Church in Bella Vista, AR,  
John Swinney, Director. 
 
 


