
November 5, 2015 

Habari (Greetings)!  

The plans for the Tanzania Surgical Team 2016 are underway and I am pleased and 

grateful for your consideration in becoming a team member. This will be a great 

opportunity to share our talents and blessings with the people of Tanzania. This letter 

will serve as a means of introduction and will provide some basic information to assist 

you in planning for this mission trip.  

This team will be gathered and sent as a venture of the Arkansas-Oklahoma Synod of the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church of America (A-OK, ELCA) and the Global Mission Task 

Force, in partnership with the Lutheran Church in Tanzania. Of course, all are welcome 

to participate; there are no requirements of a particular church affiliation, only a 

willingness to love and serve God's people in Tanzania! 

The projected dates for the mission trip are June 24 – July 11, 2016. Due to the ever-

rising cost of airline travel, the estimated cost of the trip will be $2750. I am continuing 

to work on finding us the best prices for airfare. We encourage team members to send 

support letters to their friends, families, and church families to allow them the 

opportunity to be a part of this venture.  We will stay in or near Morogoro, and will work 

at Mazimbu Hospital in Morogoro, treating patients and doing surgery.   

To become a part of this team, you will need to complete the application form along with 

a deposit of $350 and a copy of your passport. Please make your check payable to A-OK 

Synod, with Tanzania Surgical Mission on the memo line, and mail it with the enclosed 

form (to Cindy Pennie, Tanzania Mission, 116 E. Rogers Dr, Stillwater, OK 74075) as 

soon as possible, by February, 2016, balance due end of March. I will do the record 

keeping, and forward the checks on to the Synod office in Tulsa.   Due to credentialing 

requirements for physicians by the Tanzanian government, I especially need 

commitments from our physicians as soon as possible. 

Most of our pre-trip communication will be by Email, but we will also try to have several 

orientation meetings to provide important information about our trip. June will be here 

before we know it, so now would be a good time to make sure you have a current 

passport. Your passport needs to have at least 6 months remaining before it expires 



(December 24, 2016 or later). The recommended immunizations include typhoid and 

hepatitis A & B. 

There is always a level of nervous excitement and intimidation for newcomers to 

missions, to international travel, or to Tanzania. Our team will have members of various 

experiences and backgrounds. However, each individual plays an integral role in sharing 

the love of Jesus Christ through his or her unique spiritual gifts and talents. Additionally, 

every mission trip will have its share of unpredictable twists and turns; ours will be no 

different. We are committed to making your travel a safe and rewarding experience. 

Thanks you for your commitment to share your time and talent with the children of God 

in Tanzania. Your efforts will be blessed with new friends and unforgettable experiences 

in a land of enchantment!  

Please feel free to contact me with any questions, my cell phone is the best way to reach 

me – call or text. My husband can also speak to the concerns of family members who 

send us off to do this work.  

In His love,  

Cindy Pennie  

116 E. Rogers Dr.  

Stillwater, OK 74075 

Home phone — 405-624-0103 

Cell phone — 405-269-9019                                                                                                       

Email  — pennie@brightok.net  

(I am a registered nurse and the chair of the Global Mission Task Force. I have had the 

privilege of being part of medical/dental teams to Tanzania in 2005 and in 2007 with 

Asbury Methodist in Tulsa, and have led our A-OK surgical teams since 2008. It is a life 

changing experience! I will provide examples of letters you can send to family, friends, 

and your church families to enlist their support, both financially and with prayers. It is 

amazing how willing people are to contribute towards your trip and the work you will be 

doing. Be open to God's miraculous work in building this team, including bringing 

together the right people and equipping us for His work!)  

 


