Spring 2016 Newsletter
AR-OK WELCA President’s Message
Thankfulness is something that we all think about and around this time of
year. We say that we are thankful for family, friend, church, and home. I am
thankful for all of those things and much more. However, when I was thinking
about my Lutheran Women experience I must say it is the women of Calvary
Lutheran Church, Rockford IL who would not take no, or any other excuses for
not accepting their invitation to attend a Tuesday evening Ester Circle meeting. I was a young mother
with two small and sick children, my husband Brain was attending Northern Il University three nights a
week and I saw no way of going. Doris kept asking and when I said that I had no one to watch the kids
and no funds to pay for a sitter, no transportation, she said “be ready at 7:15 I will be there to pick you
up”. Of course I said “no thank you” I don’t have a sitter. Again she said “be ready I will be there to pick
you up”. Doris showed up at my flat, with a sitter and had paid for the sitter. What could I do but put on
my coat and go with her? This group of working women took me under their wings and showed me what
it meant to be part of Women of the ELC. The loved me, nurtured me, encouraged and taught me, and
helped to grow in my faith. We as women never know what effect our invitations to other women might
have. I will always be thankful for Doris and the women of Calvary Lutheran Church and Ester Circle and
their deliberate and intentional invitation to attend Ester Circle and bible study.
Blessings to the New Year
Penny Budzien

The Tenth Triennial
Gathering will be held
July 13-16, 2017,
in Minneapolis, Minn.

"All Anew" is the theme.
While the planning
continues, think about ways in
which God is calling
our organization to
new ventures.
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Knit sheep table
decorations that
were given to
attendees!

Installation of new 2015-2016 Board Members by
Lisa Plorin of the Churchwide Executive Board
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FROM YOUR AR/OK SYNOD TREASURER
What am I thankful for? That is a difficult, yet easy question. I am thankful for
everything, even the not-so-good circumstances that have happened in my life.
Why, you might say. Everything that has occurred has a silver lining. I have
learned how to cope, how to be more patient (am still working on this) and know
that God has a plan for me. Yes, sometimes I am faced with some difficult
situations and yet, God has pulled me through. I know he loves me and forgives
me for all of my shortcomings.
am truly blessed with a wonderful husband, family, friends, and, of course; three adorable god children (who are
my nieces’ children). I live in a wonderful part of the world – Bella Vista, AR and enjoy so many freedoms living
in the United States of America. When saying the Pledge of Allegiance, I still get goosebumps. Yes, God is good!
May this holiday season bring you thanks, peace & love that you have never had. Merry Christmas and a Happy
New Year!
Blessings,
Theda Hall, AR/OK Treasurer
Please send your contributions and vouchers to
Theda Hall, 55 Dunsford Drive, Bella Vista, AR 72701
Report from the 2015 Convention
Offerings as of November 2015
Congregational Unit Offerings
Personal Offerings
TOTAL
How the offerings were split:
1/2 to Churchwide
1/4 to Oaks Indian Mission
1/4 to Community of Hope
TOTAL

$ 842.50
446.00
$1,288.50

644.25
322.13
322.12
$1,288.50

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Rocking Region IV Reformation Challenge

$ 222.00

Oaks Indian Mission (plus 2 checks totally $ 60 made out to Oaks)
57.00
Gift cards - (Do not have the total of the gift cards at this time)
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------If you have questions, let me know.
Blessings,
Theda Hall, Treasurer
AR/OK Synod
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Women’s ministries ripple throughout ELCA
Women of the ELCA held its annual Conference of Presidents Feb. 19-21 with a theme of “The Ripple Effect.” “It
was a full weekend of learning, fellowship and worship combined with fun and laughter,” said Linda Post
Bushkofsky, executive director of Women of the ELCA. Workshop topics
included leadership training, racial justice and implicit bias, and preparation
for the Tenth Triennial Convention and Gathering in Minneapolis in July 2017.
About $5,000 in gift cards was collected for Lutheran Social Services of
Illinois. In pre-conference events, presidents viewed Women of the ELCA’s
anti-human trafficking display from the ELCA Youth Gathering and turned in
reports regarding their synods’ anti-trafficking efforts. At the 2014 Women of
the ELCA Triennial Convention, voting members voted on a memorial to
bring awareness to and prevent human trafficking. Presidents also tested two
triennial gathering-related exercises: a coloring sheet and a beading project.
(The "All Anew" coloring sheet can be downloaded here.) Bushkofsky and Patti Austin, president of the churchwide
board, offered ministry reports. “I ask you to think about three questions,” Austin said. “How did you come to be
involved in Women of the ELCA? What do you think is God’s purpose for the ministry of the women in your
synod? What vision do you have for the future of your synod and for Women of the ELCA?” Bushkofsky asked the
synodical presidents to “take a look at where your ripples are leading you and how you can fulfill your purpose. Our
passion is the driving force in everything we do. Embrace your passion.” She asked them to consider their legacy as
participants in Women of the ELCA. “What will future historians write about Women of the ELCA in general? What
will be our legacy? We can be reminded of whose shoulders we stand upon and challenged to lead into the future,”
Bushkosky said. Offering collected during the Sunday morning worship was $6,960, with half going to the Chicagobased Partnership to Rescue Our Minors from Sexual Exploitation and half going to the ongoing ministries of the
churchwide women’s organization.

How You Can Help the Oaks Indian Mission
PRAY
James 5:16 tells us “the prayers of the righteous are powerful and effective.” Please pray for
the children in our care, our staff, and for those who support us. Without the fervent prayers of
the believers who support us, we would not be able to achieve our goals in caring for God’s
children in Oklahoma and the surrounding states who so desperately need us.
ASK YOUR CHURCH TO BE INVOLVED
There is an opportunity for your congregation, as a church body, to serve in helping the needy children of the Oaks
Indian Mission. Please be an advocate for the Mission and encourage your church to unify to serve in some capacity
whether financially, physically or in prayer.
(information from http://oaksindianmission.org/)
Attention Thrivent members….please remember Oaks Indian Mission when you make your Thrivent Choice
designations. We are most appreciative of every dollar and thank you for these gifts.
They make our ministry and the care of our children possible.
Thanks, Susan Humphrey
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day by day
“Though our outer nature is wasting away,
our inner nature is being renewed day by day”
2 Corinthians 4:16

Save the Date!

September 23-25, 2016
Arkansas/Oklahoma Women of the ELCA
Fall Convention
at
Joy Lutheran Church
9940 South Yale Avenue, Tulsa, OK 74137
Your Convention Committee has been hard at work!! We have a new format this year and we are very
excited about it!!
Just a sneak preview: on Friday night we are going to have “Dish” with the “Bish” Bishop Mike will be
preparing some of his favorite appetizers' for us to share. This will be a Fellowship Reception for all of us to
get reacquainted since our last convention!
Pastor Liz Albertson will be our bible study leader on Saturday.
Our Churchwide Representative is Gwen Edwards from Nebraska and she is looking forward to getting to
know each one of you :)
The workshops are:
See Clearly
Love Dearly
Follow Nearly
Watch for special Newsletter with more information!!
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ARKANSAS/OKLAHOMA SYNODICAL WOMEN’S ORGANIZATION
2015-2016 Board
(Terms: October 1 – September 30, years listed,
Except Treasurer’s Term)
BOARD OFFICERS

President
(Conference II)

PENNY BUDZIEN
10305 BONNY CASTLE DRIVE
YUKON, OK 73099-7801
Term 2015-2017

Vice-President
(Conference III)

CAROL BECK
453 CHISHOLM CIRCLE
BARTLESVILLE, OK 74006
Term 2014-2016

Secretary
(Conference III)

MARTHA LOWE
808 W. IMPERIAL ST
BROKEN ARROW, OK 74011
Term 2015-2017

Treasurer
(Conference IV)

THEDA HALL
55 DUNSFORD DR
BELLA VISTA, AR 72715
Term Feb. 1, 2015 -Jan. 31, 2017

Home: (405) 324-0651
Cell: (405) 826-9358
Email: embudz1@aol.com
Resurrection Lutheran, Yukon, OK
Home: (918) 335-0705
Cell: (918)766-3157
Email: mrscbeck@gmail.com
Our Savior, Bartlesville, OK
Home: (no line)
Cell: (918)-519-0568
Email: marthalowe52@gmail.com
Joy Lutheran, Tulsa, OK
Home: (479) 715-6841
Cell: (479) 899-3044
Email: tlhent@aol.com
United Lutheran, Bella Vista, AR

BOARD MEMBERS
Western Oklahoma Rep.
(Conference I)

Central Oklahoma Rep.
(Conference II)

(Open)
Are you called?
LATESA WILLIAMS
3021 SW 96TH
OKLAHOMA CITY, OK 73159
Term 2015-2017

Eastern Oklahoma Rep.

NORMA ZOR

(Conference III)
.

224 E ZION PL
TULSA, OK 74106-3709

Western AR/Ozark Rep.

JANE NELSON

(Conference IV)

Term 2014-2016

1 SYSTON LANE
BELLA VISTA, AR 72714
Term 2014-2016

Mid-Arkansas Rep.
(Conference V)

JAN HODGES
112 ESSEX ST
HOT SPRINGS, AR 71913
Term 2015-2017

Member at Large
(Conference III)

MICHELLE STAEDELI
1613 S. 2ND ST
BROKEN ARROW, OK 74012
Term 2015-2017

Member at Large

Member at Large
(Conference V)

Home: (405)691-1609
Cell: (405)613-6711
email: latesa@gmail.com
Redeemer Lutheran, Oklahoma City, OK
Home: (918) 630-9752
Cell: (918) 630-9752
Email: nrmzor1@gmail.com
Prince of Peace, Tulsa, OK
Home: 479-855-2745
Cell: 479-855-2745
Email: wallybv@cox.net
United Lutheran, Bella Vista, AR
Home: (no line)
Cell: (501) 622-0564
Email:skip.jan.hodges@gmail.com
Prince of Peace, Hot Springs, AR
Home: (918) 251-9284
Cell: (918) 576-3889
Email: chelle6277@yahoo.com
Joy Lutheran, Tulsa, OK

OPEN
Term 2014-2016

JOAN EVANS
251 HIDEAWAY HILLS
HOT SPRINGS, AR 71901
Term 2015-2017


Trainer/Spring Gathering

Trainer/Conference Reps
(Conference III)

Home:
Cell:
Email:

SUSAN HUMPHREY
11519 S HUDSON AVENUE
TULSA, OK 74137-8106
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Home: (501)262-1950
Cell: (501) 762-1950
Email: joanevans73@gmail.com
Prince of Peace, Hot Springs, AR
Home: (no line)
Cell: (918) 695-4045
Email: dabbler54@gmail.com
Joy Lutheran, Tulsa, OK

Stay connected with Bold Connections …. View the latest issue of Bold Connections, the
monthly e-newsletter that features the latest news and information about our programs and
activities. Bold Connections is delivered via e-mail toward the end of the month. - See more
at: http://www.womenoftheelca.org/bold-connections-

Café is an award-winning web-based magazine for young adult women who want to build
community, participate in advocacy, and strengthen their faith. It incorporates a Lutheran
perspective but is a great read for any woman who is interested in how faith can relate to every
-day life... - See more at: http://www.womenoftheelca.org/publicationsInterchange » Interchange is our leadership newsletter sent by regular mail to Women of
the ELCA leaders in congregational units, synodical organizations, and clusters and
conferences. It contains organizational news, new resource information, programmatic
updates, and more. Leaders are encouraged to share the contents with all the women in
their group. It can also be downloaded in PDF format from our website... - See more at:
http://www.womenoftheelca.org/publications-

Gather magazine is now available in a digital format on
their website and for iPad and Android tablets and
smartphones.
Visit gathermagazine.org
to view the online digital
version or download the
App for your phone or
tablet.
You must be a print
subscriber to access the
full Magazine digitally.
To view the magazine
online or on your tablet, you’ll use the subscriber ID
number found on your address label.

Something missing that

Daily Grace is now available for your android
device as well as your Apple Devices, available
free at Google Play or iTunes, or receive the
message via email by signing up at eepurl.com
Daily Grace offers Faith Reflections.
In these brief writings you’ll encounter God’s
extravagant, boundless and often surprising
grace.

This newsletter is
distributed by email
If you would like to receive an
email copy please send your
request to carolrowe@cox.net

you would you like to see
In the next newsletter ?
...email your articles,
ideas and comments to:
carolrowe@cox.net
Or mail to: Carol Rowe
3321 W. Freeport Street
Broken Arrow, OK 74012
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Conference V News
Prince of Peace began sewing Fiddle Quilts last year for
alzheimer’s patients at the nursing home. We added buttons, ribbons, lace, zippers and other items for different
sensory feelings. They are easy and fun to make. Even if
you don’t sew, you can help with this project — cut,
measure and tack!
Jan Hodges
Prince of Peace, Hot Springs, AR

Thank you my sisters in Christ
You have been a blessing to me during my four years as president of the AR/OK
SWO of the Women ELCA
I received the package yesterday and will cherish the hand held cross, faith to go
glass and promised blessing spiral. I will be adding the card from you into one of my
treasure boxes to pull out from time to time to remember the precious memories
during my service.
I appreciate all the encouragement, support, prayers, fellowship, planning, walking
with me and the blessings of each of you. It was a pleasure to get to know you,
your gifts, and your willingness to serve and spread the gospel.
I will cherish the bond that we have formed over the years and look forward to
seeing and hearing from each of you.
In god’s peace, love and grace, Sophia Carr
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Carol Rowe, WELCA
3321 W. Freeport Street
Broken Arrow, OK 74012

AR/OK Women of the ELCA
2016 Board Meetings
May 21, 2016
Joy Lutheran Church, Tulsa OK
Sept. 23, 2016
Pre Convention Meeting @ Joy Lutheran Church
Visit the
2016 CONVENTION

WELCA

Conference III Host
September 23-25, 2016
Joy Lutheran Church, Tulsa OK
Carol Rowe & Susan Humphrey
Convention Co-Chairs

website…
...they have great
information, ideas, news
and free downloads!
www.womenoftheelca.org

10

