
Wednesday, 2/22 

Gonaives 

 

Today was another all day sewing marathon with 

the Haitian tailors. This is our second day with 

them and we plan to finish the bag project. Eric 

picked us up at 7:30 and off we went to Gonaives.  

 

 

 

Jan was the first on in the truck, encour-

aging us to hurry up.  

 

 

Some of our students were waiting when 

we got there so we quickly set up the ma-

chines and did a little practice on the but-

tonhole attachment. Soon our class was up 

and running full steam. Geratson and 

Wendy were interpreting again.  

 

We had changed partners so the Haitians 

could experience different teaching styles. 

They seemed much more comfortable on 

the machines today and we whipped right 

through the project. It was so fun to watch 

their eyes get big as the buttonholer did its 

thing without any help from them. These 

machines will truly change their lives and 

make their work so much more efficient. 

 

 

 

Marose 



Today we did the button pocket learning 

how to use the button hole and machine 

button attachments.  

 

We also did 

some decora-

tive stitching 

on the button 

pocket. Then 

the straps were 

attached and 

the lining 

sewn and in-

serted. Some taught their students to do the stretch 

stitch (2 forward, 1 back) where the straps connected 

to the bag. Finally we put the whole thing together 

and finished the project. 

 

After everyone had finished their project, we took a group picture. They proudly 

held up their bags.  Most of the tailors will 

be invited to purchase a machine at a dis-

count and be offered help in learning busi-

ness practices. There were only a couple out 

of the entire group that did not seem to be 

good candidates either because they would 

not listen or were not careful enough with 

their sewing to be successful in the field. 

Chris will be contacting them individually 

later with the details of the offer. 

 

 

 

Kathy got her pedicure today, followed by 

Chris and her older girls. Everyone seemed 

to enjoy the pampering. We all wanted to 

help Francesca achieve her dreams so it 

was a win-win situation. 

 

 



After a quick lunch upstairs we began our 

afternoon session with the second group of 

tailors. The grid power went out but we 

continued with the generator. It was right 

outside the door and noisy so we had to 

close the door making the room warmer. 

About halfway through the class the power 

came back on and we could cool things 

down again.  

 

 

Like the last time, this class started with 

two students, then three more showed up 

shortly thereafter. We also had two new stu-

dents show up. Alice worked with them 

sharing the last machine. Moisena showed 

up an hour late again and Chris would not 

let her stay. She didn’t show much aptitude 

for the sewing and she had been warned  to 

be on time today. 

 

The two new gentlemen showed much more interest in the project so Alice con-

tinued to work with them instead. They were the best students she had seen and 

were very excited about the machine. They didn’t have time to go through the en-

tire project so they just went through the stitches and accessories. Then they made 

a little drawstring bag to put their samples in. Of all 13 adults we had worked 

with, Daniel and Preval were the best at the satin stitch around the crosses. Preval 

sews clothing for a living and Daniel sews other things. They helped each other 

which helped us teach. Chris will have 

them take the entire class at a later 

date and likely offer them a machine. 

 

When everyone was done sewing we 

took another group picture with our 

students proudly holding up their bags.  

The team felt like we had accom-

plished something… made a change in 

someone’s life. It’s a good feeling. 

 



Back at the Children’s Village we had dinner and vis-

ited. Jan got a piece of plantain caught in her throat 

which gave us a little scare. Coral and Kathy sprung 

into nurse mode and made all kinds of dire threats of 

what they would do to Jan if she didn’t get her throat 

unclogged. She could still breathe but they were con-

cerned that that might change. Apparently the threats 

worked because the piece eventually dislodged. Jan 

was a good sport about the staged picture. 

 

During dinner 

a little gecko 

came to visit 

so we, of 

course, had to chase it around the room try-

ing to get a picture.  The team room seems 

to attract wildlife. First we had the ants, 

then the preying mantis and cricket Gina 

found, and now a gecko. We could start a 

little zoo here.  But wait….there’s more! 

 

 


