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Last night we had another visitor in the team 

room – a giant cockroach, at least 4 inches 

long not counting the antenna!  Alice got up 

to answer the call of nature and there it was, 

in the sink, acting like it owned the place. It 

jumped out of the sink and scurried around 

the floor causing Alice to do the Cockroach Dance, similar to the Highland Jig, to 

avoid being scurried on. Looking around for a weapon, she spotted the toilet 

plunger. It seemed an apt end for the disgusting 15 inch long creature. The big guy 

was fast, but after much dancing and plopping around with the plunger, she finally 

snagged it under the rubber end, its three-foot body barely fitting. Exhausted and 

being attacked by angry mosquitoes, she left if there for Neil to dispose of. One 

round with the frightening 100-foot goliath was enough. She sprayed Deet on her 

arms and rubbed a little on her face and beat a hasty retreat back to her tent. 

Meanwhile, Neil, her knight in shining armor, was sleeping through the whole 

episode. He did deal with the nasty bug by morning, however. 

 

After last night’s cockroach episode and Deet appli-

cation, by morning Alice’s face, neck and arms were 

beginning to swell and itch in an allergic reaction to 

the DEET. Doreen had had a similar reaction earlier 

in the week on her hands.  They were getting better 

now. Alice and Doreen got into the Coke for break-

fast. After all, when chocolate is not available, Coke 

is the next best thing to cure all ailments.  

 

The others on the team did not seem to be affected 

by the DEET and 

had been using it 

all week. They 

did, however, 

sport a few mosquito bites in spite of the 

DEET.  For such little skeeters, they pack quite 

a punch. The bites produce a red area over an 

inch in diameter. They turned from red to 

brown as they healed. 
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Today is our last day at the Children’s Vil-

lage. We will be staying here so we can 

spend time with the kids, pack, and clean 

up. Breakfast was a favorite, spaghetti. We 

also had the usual pineapple which we all 

love, grapefruit, and baby bananas.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kathy and Coral got a 

little silly with the ba-

nanas making smiley 

faces and eyebrows. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After breakfast, we sorted the team 

meds as to what would stay here and 

what would go down to the medical 

clinic. We needed to empty our medi-

cal suitcases so we could fill them 

with items going to Mike’s house. He 

would be picking them up this eve-

ning. He doesn’t like to leave things in 

the team rooms because they disap-

pear. Medicines don’t always get used 

properly so they need to be in the medical clinic. Kathy and Coral found some an-

tihistamines for Alice to start on. 

 



The polo shirts, messenger bags, school supplies and 

extra clothing we brought will be going to Chris to 

sort and distribute. She has a storage room at her 

house that she is using now because the supply depot 

here at the Children’s Village is such a dirty mess. 

There is so much dust here it gets into everything. 

The craft supplies were left in Chris’s craft room 

here at the Children’s Village.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

After some sorting and packing, some of us 

went to Chris’s craft room and worked with 

the Mamas again with Perler beads.  

 

 

 

We even had the security guys at the gate making 

necklaces with them. Now they had a Perler neck-

lace to go with their rubber band bracelets. We’ll 

have them all decked out before we leave.  

 

Tuesday we had carefully labeled everyone’s pro-

ject so they could pick them up after they were 

ironed. However, the women seemed to pick up 

whichever one they wanted and since we didn’t 

know their 

names we 

didn’t real-

ize this until 

some turned 

up missing. It was okay, though, because 

they all wanted to make more. We had an 

iron available this morning so we could 

iron them and hand them out right away. 

 



 

At one point the iron was needed for ironing clothes 

over at Madam Nathan’s apartment, so we had to run 

back and forth across the courtyard to iron the projects. 

Finally they got tired of the interruptions and brought 

the iron back.  

 

Alice kept busy with that project while 

the others took a walk to the river. She 

came up with the idea of making ear-

rings out of the Perler beads and Coral 

stole a finding from a pair of earrings 

we had brought with us. We made 

more earrings that Coral will take home and put on findings. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The trail to the river was wide and easily passable. Some of the older kids went 

with the team down there. There wasn’t much water in the river so they could eas-

ily ford it and see what was on the other side.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



They saw banana trees, and assorted critters along the way. It was a beautiful, 

pleasant walk, but they arrived back hot and tired. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meanwhile, Geratson was helping Neil this morning 

work on maintenance items. He had finished the so-

lar electric project other than testing the battery cells. 

The electric panels looked nice placed on the ply-

wood wall. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Doreen and Gina got out the string and 

pony beads and made some bracelets and 

necklaces with the kids. They were going to 

make a bracelet for each of the kids, but 

they ran out of time.  

 



 

 

Gina also 

played a little 

with making 

paper beads, 

but, again, we 

ran out of time 

to do it with 

the kids. 

 

 

 

After the kids arrived back from school, 

some of the older ones got a chance to play 

with the Perler beads. They really enjoyed 

it and proudly wore their necklaces.  

 

 

 

 

We had to limit them to 

one project so more of 

the kids could have a 

chance to play. We 

could only handle half 

a dozen at a time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After lunch we lined the kids up in the din-

ing room and the sewing girls handed out 

the bags they had made. We had filled them 

with stickers, candy and paddle balls.  

 



Some of the kids didn’t understand that the bags 

were to keep so we had to explain that to them. The 

little ones liked putting the stickers on their faces and 

clothing. Some of the older kids helped us clean up 

the garbage afterwards. 

 

Gina has been 

building a rela-

tionship with one 

of the young teen 

boys, Jetson. 

First he is her 

friend, then he 

isn’t. She made 

him a shirt that said, “Jetson is Gina’s friend”. 

 

 

As Geratson was preparing to go back to town, he 

stopped by the team room with his drawstring bag 

the girls made and filled it with snacks for the team 

snack table. We got a kick out of his obvious enjoy-

ment of such delicacies as granola bars, Rice Crispy 

treats, nuts, dried apples and gummy bears. It’s just 

like a guy to go for the food. 

 

Mike was going to come pick us up for a Bible Study 

in a neighboring town in the evening, but the truck 

broke down. He showed up later on his motorcycle 

and we teased him about why he couldn’t load all 

those suitcases going to Chris on his cycle like the 

Haitian’s do. He just smiled tolerantly. 

 

In the evening we handed out the rest of the glow sticks and LED balloons. This 

time we gave all the kids 4 glow sticks.  That cut down a lot on the older ones tak-

ing from the younger ones because they already had enough of their own to make 

a necklace. The older kids had learned that there was a little light inside the bal-

loons and they preferred to play with the light than the balloon. Soon all the bal-

loons were popped and there were “fireflies” running around the courtyard.  I 

guess LED balloons aren’t such a good idea after all. 



We kept large orange buckets full of water in the 

bathrooms for use when the water was off. Neil filled 

the one in the team room under the outside spigot. 

The girls, apparently, found another way to fill theirs. 

The shower heads sprayed wide so you had to get 

close to get the water into the bucket.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Another beautiful day ended. Another life 

experience to learn by.  

 

 


