
17_0212 Pre-Trip 

Centralia, WA 

 

In early 2016 Rosie Bay, a member of Cooks 

Hill Community Church, felt the calling 

from God to provide sewing machines to 

Haiti. She followed the call and recruited 

several generous people in the church to do-

nate $100 toward the purchase of the ma-

chines. She also solicited donations of fabric and sewing notions. This was the 

start of our journey to Haiti to teach the Haitian tailors to use electric machines. 

 

Throughout the spring, 10 sewing ma-

chines were gathered and shipped to Haiti 

in a container. Nine of them were brand 

new Brothers XL2600i student machines. 

The other was a donated used machine. 

They arrived in Haiti in September. Chris 

Leland, the onsite missionary, then re-

quested a team come down and teach the 

Haitian tailors currently using treadle ma-

chines how to use the electric machines. 

 

Seven people stepped forward to form the 

team: Neil and Alice Lanning, Doreen 

Bossart, Kathy Spencer, Jan Gerber, Gina Sterner 

and Coral Terlikowski.   

 

Neil and Alice were the team leaders.  
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Doreen took the lead and designed a handbag project the 

Haitians could sew while learning to use the machine. It 

utilized the blind hem, satin stitch appliqué, buttonhole at-

tachment, button attachment, zipper foot, and some decora-

tive stitches.  

 

 

 

The team met on 

January 7, 2017 at 

Lanning’s house to 

cut out the pieces for the project and make 

up kits for the tailors. Alice finished what 

didn’t get done that day and we took 21 kits 

down with us. 

 

Chris also asked if we would like to teach 

basic sewing to some of the girls in the or-

phanage. Coral took on that project and de-

signed some drawstring bags to start with 

and skirts for a final project. 

 

 

 

 

 

Mike Leland asked if we would like to teach a Days 

For Girls class on feminine hygiene to a couple of 

the outlying communities.  Coral and Kathy took the 

lead on that project. They looked over one of the kits 

and did the online training to be able to teach. 

 

 

Neil did some research on the solar electric system. 

His project was to service and update the system and 

do some maintenance projects around the Children’s 

Village. He hoped to work with the maintenance man and some older boys to 

teach them maintenance skills. 

 



Jan was designated as our team photographer and she did an 

excellent job documenting the trip.  

 

 

Gina gathered individual gifts 

for all the children and worked 

with other team members to 

come up with activities for the 

children.  

 

The team melded together right from the start and 

formed a solid team of hardworking individuals. 

 

 

As team leaders, Neil 

and Alice packed the 

team bags. They 

needed to be full so items wouldn’t shift, but no 

more than 50 pounds each. It was like working a 

jigsaw puzzle. Each team member would check 

two team bags and would carry on their own per-

sonal items in a carry-on bag and a backpack.  

 

 

The week before the trip Alice and Neil traveled to 

Bellingham to pick up some polo shirts and mes-

senger bags Mike wanted brought to Haiti. This re-

quired repacking some of the team bags to make 

them fit but we got them in. We had to leave a few lab supplies and fabric home, 

but they were not necessary for this trip. They will come with another team later. 

 

Neil and Alice brought the church van 

home after church the day before departure 

and packed the team bags into it. Neil had 

to remove the back seat and cut a plywood 

board to keep the luggage from falling for-

ward. Then he stuffed in the 14 team bags. 

 

 



 

 

Finally all the bags were packed and the 

departure day arrived. We had a 15 hour 

flight leaving at shortly after midnight and 

3 hour car travel to get to the Children’s 

Village. We would be up more than 36 

hours before arriving at our destination.  

 

 

 

 


