
March 19, 2020 

COVID-19 (Coronavirus) Update 

Dear FWBC Family: 

The elders at FWBC met Wednesday morning (via teleconference) as we continue to track the real and 

developing situation with the Coronavirus. As mentioned before, we are monitoring the latest information from 

the Thunder Bay District Health Unit https://www.tbdhu.com/. There you will find information on our region 

as well as links to the Ontario and Canadian governments COVID-19 sites as well as the World Health 

Organization.  

First, just a reminder that Sunday worship and all church activities are suspended indefinitely per government 

and TBDHU guidance. Access to the church should be limited to essential activity only. In practical terms this 

means using only the office areas for pastoral and admin activity (Brad, Claire) as well as  carrying on the usual 

cleaning and maintenance (Catherine, Albert) associated with the building as a whole.  

Since we cannot meet as a gathered church community for worship on Sunday mornings the challenge becomes 

how to remain connected, encouraged, upheld and informed. We realize there is no way to replace Sunday 

worship, the joy of being together and where much work is done to ensure the spiritual and practical wellbeing 

of our folks.  In terms of this Sunday and beyond, Brad will post (2) video sessions per week (Sunday and mid-

week) consisting of highlighted announcements, prayer and a devotional from God’s Word.  

As an aside, let me commend to you Stephen Yuille’s sermon ‘Overcoming Disappointment of March 8th    

(here – see Media Archive 6) where he reflects on Psalm 25. He notes the Psalmist is confused in the 

circumstances in which he finds himself and they are getting the better of him. This is a timely word as we 

observe how the Psalmist works this through before the Lord.  It’s well worth a listen. I would also point you to 

the entirety of the Walk By Faith 2020 Conference… Utterly Devoted: Living Before the Holy God. 

Karol Maclean has offered along with the elders to set up a weekly prayer bulletin for the church family as a 

call to pray and to convey specific prayer requests to the church family.  

Second, the elders have been working with the deacons regarding the coordination, communication and delivery 

of member care in the congregation. We have developed a list of all our folks to assess the needs in our church 

family. If you have any questions, concerns or needs please don’t hesitate to reach out to Trudi Binderup 

(deacons’ contact) as well as any of the elders. 

Third, some logistical items. The church staff will continue in their paid positions. As mentioned above, Brad, 

Claire, Albert and Catherine along with Emmy will continue in their duties. This unusual time affords us 

opportunity to work on some projects with these folks that we wouldn’t normally have time for in the course of 

the normal, busy church schedule. 

Currently, the church is in good financial order according to our treasurer (Dave Sutton). We considered how 

donations can be received at FWBC during this time. In the short term, cheques can be sent to the FWBC office. 

We are also looking seriously into best method(s) for receiving donations online. 

The elders continue to meet regularly as a group and are in constant communication with various ministry 

persons and individuals in the fellowship. We will post these updates as events unfold.  If you have any 

questions, please contact the elders. 

Sincerely, Bill (for the elders)   billp@fortwilliambaptistchurch.com 
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