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Hey Gateway Family & Friends! 
 
 

Truly, as Jesus said, “It is more blessed to give than receive” (Acts 20:35).  That’s why every Christmas 
season, Gateway Church participates in a special offering where we partner with a worthwhile and effective 
ministry that is making a difference in our world for Jesus’s sake.  Our special Christmas offering starts 
Sunday, December 11th and concludes Sunday, February 26th. 
 
I cannot think of a more worthwhile and effective ministry 
than thinkSMALL. Over a dozen years ago, Gary and Paula 
Hayes, responding to a call from God, left their home and two 
businesses in Seattle to teach English as a second language in 
Thailand.  At least that’s what they thought they were going to 
do.  What they discovered was that God had a much bigger 
plan!  
 
In Thailand, while reading Psalm 78:1-7 and praying, God gave 
them a vision and a plan to mobilize the local church in Thailand to reach unbelieving children, disciple 
them, protect them, mobilize them, and raise them up as a force who could transform the nation of 
Thailand as servants of Jesus.  But that was only the beginning! 
 

Since it’s humble beginnings in 2007, thinkSMALL has led over 
981,000 people to Christ (most of them children) in multiple 
countries around the globe.  Furthermore, thinkSMALL has led 71% 
of those converts into discipleship.  Of course, they haven’t done it 
alone.  It’s partners like us that keep this ball rolling. 
 
This year we again feel led to partner with thinkSMALL.  Moreover, 
this particularly Christmas, Tom Morris (Gateway’s Mission Director) 
and I feel led by the Holy Spirit, that we are to focus our efforts on 

the new works that thinkSMALL has begun in South America (Uruguay, Peru, and Argentina).   
 
In the coming weeks, we will learn more about these 
countries and new works.  However, for now, I’m 
asking all of us to begin to pray about what God would 
have each one of us give to this special offering above 
and beyond our regular giving.    
 
Merry Christmas! 
 

 
 

 
Mel & Denise…and the Staff & Council of Gateway Church 

 
P.S.  Below are some answers to some of the common questions you might have.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+78%3A1-7&version=NIV
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FAQ 
 

What’s the Difference Between the Regular Offering and this Special Offering? 
The regular offering is the proportional amount (called a “tithe” which is 10%) that we set apart on a 
systematic basis and give throughout the year.   Our tithes and offerings go to fund the ministries and 
missions we already have in our church, as well as our day-to-day functions. From time to time there are 
opportunities to give in a sacrificial way.  This Special Offering is one of those sacrificial occasions that 
stretch us to grow in our faith.  The Christmas Offering should be an offering above and beyond what you 
regularly give. 

 

How Much Should I Give? 
Please prayerfully consider a sacrificial gift that will stretch you and your faith.  The precise amount you give 
is between you and God.  Some may not be able to give that much and others will be able to give 
significantly more.  If someone can and is directed by God to even give in the thousands, they should.  The 
ultimate goal is not for us to give a certain amount, but to pray, step out in faith, and give sacrificially for 
the sake of those who desperately need help and it’s in our power to help them.   

 

When Should I Give? 
As soon as God directs your heart and you’re able to respond.  It’s like I’ve told my sons when they were 
growing up, “Delayed obedience, is not obedience.”  If God directs you to give a certain amount each week 
until the deadline, then do that.  Above all, pray, listen, and obey…and be amazed at what God can do 
through you as an individual and through us as a family.  Remember, consistent gifts over time add up (I’ll 
let you do the math).  Please use one of our giving envelopes and write “Christmas Offering” next to 
“Other*” designating that your gift is for the Special Offering. 

 

Can I Give Online, Via Bank Check, or Through Auto-Debit? 
Yes.  When you give at exploregateway.com and click on the “GIVE” tab, then simply select “thinkSMALL 
Christmas Offering” under the “Fund” drop-down menu.  Likewise, you can give through YOUR BANK'S BILL 
PAY.  Most banks offer this service free of charge.  If your bank asks you to input an account number for the 
check, just put your first and last name so we can make certain it is credited correctly.  Again, simply mark 
in the memo area that your gift is for the “thinkSMALL Christmas Offering.” 

 

Are My Gifts Tax-Deductible? 
All gifts to Gateway Church, whether via the regular offering or this Special Offering, are completely tax-
deductible. Your gift will be deductible in the tax year given.  Please be sure to include your name and 
address when you give so that a receipt can be sent to you for your tax preparations.  You are not required 
to utilize a tax deduction for your gift, but it is available for all gifts. 

 
 

Have additional questions? Please contact Pastor Mel 
At mel@exploregateway.com or call 206-604-3907. 

http://exploregateway.com/
https://app.clovergive.com/app/giving/clodo-gatewayfoursquarechurch
mailto:mel@exploregateway.com

