Refuge Summer Reading Groups
A Summer Reading Group is simply a few people gathering around a shared book and shared conversation. Fiction, theology, biography, poetry, classics, practical books — whatever sparks curiosity. The goal isn't becoming experts. The goal is growing together through shared time, thoughtful conversation, and enjoyment of great literature.

Book: Supernatural by Dr. Michael Heiser (nonfiction)
What if many of the Bible's strangest passages aren't weird detours, but essential to understanding God's story? Heiser explores the supernatural worldview of Scripture, helping modern readers see the Bible through the eyes of its original audience and discover a richer understanding of God's kingdom and mission.
· Host: Peter Milovich
· Contact: PeterJMilovich@gmail.com

Book: Fearfully and Wonderfully Made by Dr. Paul Brand and Philip Yancey (nonfiction)
Through fascinating stories from medicine and the human body, Dr. Paul Brand and Philip Yancey reveal profound spiritual truths about God's design and the life of the church. This classic invites readers to marvel at the wisdom of the Creator while seeing themselves and others with renewed wonder.
· Host: Hannah Erickson
· Contact: hannah.booth2013@gmail.com

Book: Praying Like Monks, Living Like Fools by Tyler Staton (nonfiction)
Why do so many Christians struggle to pray? Tyler Staton combines biblical wisdom, personal stories, and practical guidance to help believers develop a deeper, more vibrant prayer life marked by both intimacy with God and bold faith.
· Host: Amy Lillie
· Contact: ar_lillie@yahoo.com

Book: Surprised by Hope by N.T. Wright (nonfiction)
Many Christians think heaven is the final destination, but N.T. Wright argues that the Bible's great hope is the resurrection of the dead and the renewal of all creation. This thought-provoking book reshapes how we understand the future—and how we live faithfully in the present.
· Host: Gwen Guidici
· Contact: guidicigwen@gmail.com


Book: Pilgrims Progress by John Bunyon (fiction)
One of the most beloved Christian books ever written, The Pilgrim's Progress follows the journey of Christian as he travels from the City of Destruction to the Celestial City. Along the way, Bunyan's timeless allegory offers insight, encouragement, and wisdom for every believer's walk of faith. 
· Host: Erica Steele
· Email: sonshine6132011@gmail.com
· Note: This group will also be a mom/kids hiking group. Hikes will be on Mondays at 10:30AM. Kids are encouraged to read illustrated versions. First hike will be June 22 @ Dickerson Falls.

Book: The Robe by Lloyd C. Douglas (fiction)
This bestselling historical novel imagines the life of the Roman soldier who won Jesus' robe at the crucifixion. Set against the backdrop of the early church, it is a compelling story of faith, transformation, and the life-changing power of Christ.
· Host: Cindy Frederick
· Email: frederick.cj@gmail.com

Book: Baking Cakes in Kigali by Gaile Parkin (fiction)
Set in post-genocide Rwanda, this warm and engaging novel follows Angel, a gifted baker whose kitchen becomes a gathering place for stories, struggles, and hope. Through humor, compassion, and resilience, the book offers a moving portrait of community and human dignity.
· Host: Ru Kelso
· Email: kelso@therefugechurch.us  

Book: Hudson Taylor’s Spiritual Secret by Dr. Howard Taylor (biography)
Discover the remarkable story of Hudson Taylor, the pioneering missionary to China whose ministry transformed countless lives. More than a biography, this book explores the spiritual secret that sustained Taylor through immense challenges: learning to depend completely on Christ.
· Host: Daniel Frederick
· Contact: dafrederick@gmail.com
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